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© Ye viſions that before me roll, 


That freeze my blood, — that ſhake my ſoul, 
Are ye the phantoms of a dream?“ 
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THE MOUNTAIN 
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CHAD. I. 


Art the foot of the mountains which 
ſeparate Savoy from Switzerland, there lived, 
at the end of the laſt century, in a humble 
village, and a yet more humble cottage, a 
poor Savoyard. In his youth he had tra- 
velled through Germany with a marmot, 
and, by the exhibition of this animal's tricks 
and gambols, had not only gained a livelt- 

vol. I, B h hood, 
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hood, but had alſo, by his extraordinary 
frugality, ſaved a tolerable capital. With this 
he returned homewards, reſolving to build 
himſelf a little cottage in his native 
country, to take a wife, and to ſpend the 
remainder of his days in quiet. As he paſſed 
through Swabia in his way home, he became 
acquainted with a poor, but lively young 
maiden, who pleaſed him extremely. He 
made known his ſentiments to her, his ſuit 
was crowned with {ucceis, and ſhe accom- 
panied him as his wite into Savoy. 


Afteran union of thirty years' uninterrupted 
happineſs, ſhe died, and left him fix ſons, the 
three elder of whom were ſettled in France 
in the buſineſs of cleaning {hocs ; the two 
next worked in the mines in their own coun- 
try; and the youngeſt, as his mother's fa- 
vourite, was {till at home. He was a {tout 
comely youth of ſeventeen, and would, if 
better dreſied, have excelled in appearance 
many Barons and Counts, and have engaged 
the attention of many fair ladies. It 

muſt 


r 
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a 1 muſt not go on thus any longer,“ (aid his old 
f 4 | father to him one day; * here, if you work 
ikke a beaſt of burden, you can ſcarcely earn 
. 1 | dry bread ; follow the example of your bro- 
1 : | thers, and go into ſome other country. Tbey 
4 3 have ſucceeded by this means, and ſo did I, 
and there is no fear of your not doing the 

S R ſame. The ſooner you go, the better ; I 
” 3 give you my bleſſing and, for your mother's 
Ic 2 ſake, a dollar for your journey, and thus fur- 

8 # niſhed you are ſecured from want.“ 

The young Wolfgang, for ſuch was the 
d 'F name which his mother had given him, ac- 
* 4 cepted the bleſſing and the money, and ſat 
ce 1? 3 out the next morning. The charming 
35 Jeſeriptions this tender parent had often 
oy” given him of her native country, had long 
A. F 1 excited his curioſity, and he now determined 
* 4 | to gratify it by going thither. Before he 
if | @ arrived there, he laid out his whole capital in 
n_ E mouſe-traps and hatchels, which he under- 
* ſtood how to make himſelf, and which his 


father had told him were a welcome com- 
4 B 2 modity 
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modity in every German village. The truth 


of this he ſoon experienced. He perfectly 
underſtood the German language, and with 


the innate eloquence of all Savoyards, knew 


ſo well how to recommend his wares to the 
old mothers and the young maidens, that 
his capital was often returned in a week with 
reaſonable profit; befides which, he had ge- 
nerally a bit of bread given him, ſometimes 
a dinner or ſupper, and always a night's 
lodging. By all theſe means he was enabled, 
as early as from Nuremberg, to remit two 
dollars to his father by a fellow countryman, 
who was returning home. 


From Nuremberg he went into Baireuth, 
and wandered accidentally into the neigh- 
bourhood of the celebrated Fichtelberg. 
Here, as he came one evening, quite fa- 
tigued, into a village, he knocked in vain at 


ſeveral doors for admiſſion, being every where, 


to his great ſurpriſe, turned away contume- 
liouſly, and was thus obliged to do what had 


ſeldom happened to him, ſeek his night's 


lodging 
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lodging at the public-houſe. Scarcely had 
he entered the door when the hoſt came 
towards him cap in hand, and expreſſed the 
higheſt ſatisfaction at having the happiness 
and the honour of entertaining fo illuſtrious 
a gueſt. With a profuſion of theſe com- 
pliments, he compelled the Savoyard to go 


into a little parlour, and, without paying any 
regard t6 his remonſtrances againſt this, he 


called to his wife, who was 1n the kitchen 
preparing ſupper for her ſervants—< Kate, 
give up Whatever you are about ! kill the 


fineſt chicken! mull fome wine ! cook the 


beſt of every thing that you have in the 
houſe ! the long- expected gueſt is arrived! 
make haſte, and let nothing be wanting!“ 
The hoſtels welcomed this news with loud 
acclamations of joy, and prepared to execute 
thele orders with the greateſt expedition.. 


Wolfgang, who could only imagine that 
they were in ſome error reſpecting him, now 


ſeized the hand of the buly hoſt. „Sir,“ he 


laid, '* you muſt be miſtaken about me; | 


: B 3 am 
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am only a poor Savoyard who ſells mouſe- 
traps and hatcheis, and how can I, therefore, 
deſerve ſuch a reception?“ | 
Hoff, Sit down, noble Sir, ſit down | 

you muſt be tired! Good God, when a perſon 
travels ſo far on foot, who is not uſed to it, 
he muſt be doubly tired !—Ha ! ha ! ha! I 
miſtake | ha! ha! ha! I do not miſtake. 
I am indeed only a poor hoſt, but yet I 
know much that others do not know. 
Such a happineſs, ſuch an honour, does 
not happen to one every day, and one 1 


oh PEN Oy 
n N 8 » 1 
J Ae en rs — 
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muſt endeavour to make oneſelf worthy of ' if 
= 2 = 


Wolgang. © Dear honeſt man, it is im- 
poſſible but that you muſt miſtake me ! I 
repeat it once more, I am a poor Savoyard, 
and earn my bread by this little trade, and 
only beg for a night's lodging.“ 

Hoff. Ha! ha! ha! quite right ! that you 
ſhall have indeed with all my heart. I only 
regret that I am not in a fituation to receive 
ſo illuſtrious a perſon according t6 his deſerts; 
and I hope your Honour will take the will 
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for the deed. A knave only gives more than 
he has.“ | 

Volfgang. Sir, tired as I am, you will 

anſtrain me to go and ſeek a night's lodging 
with ſome peaſant. Flere muit be iome 

iiſtake, of which J will on no account take 
advantage,” 

Hot. For God's a you will not make 
me ſo unhappy! will not deſpiſe me! cer- 
taialy, certainly, I underſtand it. J have blun- 
dered to be lure, but God knows out of pure 


joy, out of pure delight! I ſhould not have 


been fo ſtupid—] thould have conſidered you 
as what you would be conſidered! I beg par- 
but, ſtay now ! I 
ſhall quite deſpair if you deſpiſe my houſe, 
and would ſeek a night's lodging elſe- 
where.“ 

Wolfgang. © I underſtand your excuſes 
as little as your invitation. You call me 
Noble Sir, your Honour !' I repeat it again, 
you muſt miſtake me, and while you do this, 


I cannot poſſibly conſent to remain at your 
houſe.” | 


Bofts 


B 4 


lingly own that I have blundered. I under- 


indeed my requeſt. But now you muſt 


= — — — — 
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Hef. Well, well! Good God! I wile 


ſtand my error, and beg pardon. I know, 
and believe indeed that you--yes, that 
you come out of Savoy, and deal in mouſe- 
traps and hatchels. Are you eaſy now? Are 
you fatisfied ? Will you ſtay with me? 

Wolfgang. * With all my heart; it is 


forbid the ſupper which you have or- 

dered. | 
Hef. No! no! any thing that you will 
but that. I know what is proper and be- 
coming. I love the Savoyards with all my 
heart, and you muſt give me leave to enter- 
tain you in the beſt manner that 1s in my 
power. | | 
Wolfgang (laughing } My hunger would 
make that very agreeable, but it would be 
very ill ſuited to my purſe. And in order 
ſtill further to convince you of your error, I 
muſt tell you, that my whole ſtore would 
ſcarcely be ſufficient to-pay for this repaſt.” 
Hoſt. To pay! for God's ſake who ſpeaks 
| of 
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of payment! it is not as a landlord, but as 
as a good friend, that I entertain 
you with what little I have. To pay: no, 
no! underſtand me better. If you would 
give me a handful of ducats, I would not 
accept a ſingle one of them. Stay a week, 
ſtay a month, ſtay a whole year with me, 
and I give you leave to call me the meaneſt 
fellow in the world if I ſhould defire a ſingle 
kreutzer of you! I have been in foreign 
countries, and I know how it is when one 
meets by chance with a good-natured man, 
who will ſhare his little with one. What I 
do, I do with an honeſt heart, out of good- 
will, and you muſt not deipile it.“ 
' Wolfgang. * No, certainly not. I accept 
it, on the contrary, with many thanks.“ 
Heft. You make me quite aſhamed ! 
You thank me! I have ſaid truly, I do it out 
of no ſelfiſh views, but merely, if you will, as 
a good work; and ſuch are, perhaps, often 
richly rewarded before one expects, or has 
formed any idea of it. You will ſtay with 
"ner 85 
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Valais. How can I reſiſt ſuch an in- 
vitation! My father, who was alſo in Ger- 
many — 

Hofl. © Aye! was he? was he? well that 
doubles my joy, if he has indeed been 1n our 
country.” 

Wolfgang. It is very poſſible. 

Hofl. Aye, aye! ha! ha! hal it is very poſ- 
ſible. But you were going to tell me ſomething 
of your papa —of your father, I would ſay.“ 

Wolfgang. My father has related much 
to me of the honeſty and good- nature of the 
Germans; but ſuch an honour, ſuch an in- 
vitation, I believe ſcarcely happened to him 
in his travels.” 

Hef. Well that rejoices me; rejoices 

me exceedingly! But now fit down.” 
Wolfgang (fits down). «I muſt intreat you 
once more, if you are miſtaken in my perſon, 
and ſooner or later diſcover this miſtake, that 
you will not irapute any blame to me. I think 
I have done every thing in my power to con- 
vince you that I am nothing but a poor 
6 | Savoyard ! 


and increaſed his ſurpriſe. 
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4 | Savoyard Read my 8 which will yet 
more fully confirm it.” 
3 Hoft. *©* Good God! I believe it, indeed! 
but becauſe you command it, I will read 
l the paſſport, (reads it, and gives it to him 
3 again laughing) Aye, aye, all right, exactly as 
vou have faid ! A paſſport is always neceſfary 
on a journey, whether one travels as one of 
us, or as a great perſon incognito: but I muſt 
now give ſome directions; I ſhall not leave 
you for a _ time ; ; I will be here again im- 
; 4 mediately.“ 


The hoſt ran up and down, rinſed the 
glaſſes, brought a clean table-cloth, and 
9 cleaned the tin ſpoons with chalk, while 
Wolfgang fat, not knowing what to think of 
4 theſe preparations. He was often tempted to 


doubt whether the hoſtꝰwas in his right ſenſes; 


Z | but all the reſt of his actions, and particularly 
me accuracy with which he heard him in the 
next room, noting down to every gueſt his 
mug of beer, convinced him to the contrary, 


s 6 ">The 
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The ſupper was ſerved up, with an hun- 
dred apologies from the hoſt for not being 
able, in ſuch a hurry, to get any thing better. 
The hoſteſs added herſelf to the company; 
but, notwithſtanding Wolfgang's moſt 
earneſt ſolicitations, he could not prevail on 
either her, or her huſband, to fit down with 
him to table; both ſtood behind his chair, 
and waited his commands. He, who had 
never been ſo handſomely entertained in his 
life before, forgot all his ſcruples at the fight 
of the ſmoking diſhes ; and to the great joy 
of the hoſteſs, he ate heartily, and drank ſe- 
yeral glaſſes of the light wine of the country 
to her health. 


After riſing from table, he was, with a 
thouſand compliments, conducted to thebed- 
chamber, where the hoſt and hoſteſs entreated 
him to put up with their mean accommo- 
dations, and to conſider, that they had not 
ſo ſoon expected ſo welcome a gueſt. 


CHAP, 
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W OLFGANG, as ſoon as he was alone, 
began to reflect on his unexpected good for- 


tune. He could not imagine how theſe 


people came to diſtinguiſh a poor Savoyard 
by ſuch kind behaviour, unleſs from ſome 
miſtake, and only compoſed himſelf by the 
recollection of his not having by any means 
contributed to this. The ſoft bed ſoon 
prevented all farther reflection, for he fell into 
a ſound ſleep, out of which he was firſt 
awakened, late the next morning, by a gen- 
tle knock at his door. He aroſe, and dreſſ- 
ing himſelf haſtily, opened it to ſee who 
= was 
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was there, when the hoſte.s ſtepped in with 
coffee, and every thing proper for brea'.faſt ; 
hoped her gueſt had flept well, and aſked if 
he would permit a gentleman out of the 
neighbourhood to breakfaſt with him. 
Wolfgang replied that he had nothing to 
command here, and conſequently as little to 
permit ; that a breakfaft, as well as ſuch a 
viſit, was to him an undeſerved and unex- 
pected compliment, and muſt entirely depend 
on the gentleman's inclination to do him 


this honour. 


The hoſteſs went out, and returned in a 

few minutes with a rather elderly looking 
gentleman, drefled in a ſuit of green clothes 
laced with gold. Wolfgang's embarraſſment 
at the ſight of him was very great ; he had 
never been uſed to viſits of this kind, and 
knew not what to underſtand by it. The 
only conjecture that ſeemed plauſible to 
him was, that this gentleman was come with 
the view of ſetting the hoſt right reſpecting 
the incomprehenſible error that he had fal- 
len 
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len into with regard to him. It was there» 


fore no wonder that he ſtood quite con- 
founded, and began to tremble, and, but from 
the conſciouſneſs that he had in no way con- 
tributed to this error, he would not have 
been able to ſupport himſelf ; but confuſed 
as he was, he foon ſaw, to his great aſtoniſn- 
ment, that his viſiter was not in a better 
fituation : for after making many filent 
bows, and then a profufion of compliments, 
begging pardon for the liberty which he had 
taken, and ſpeaking of unexpected happineſs 
and honour, he remained quite at a loſs ; 
and endeavoured, by coughing frequently, 
to conceal his confuſion. 


Little as Wolfgang knew of the world, he 
ſoon perceived that this gentleman was not 
come to threaten, or injure him in any way; 
and he waited quietly for what was to fol- 
tow this extraordinary behaviour. He en- 
treated the ſtranger to. fit down, who, in 
return, aſſured him that he could not on any 
accouat obey his commands, till he did the 


ſame 


16 THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER, 7 
fame himſelf. They then ſat down together; : 


and the buſy hoſteſs began to pour out the 
coffee. 


Wolfgang now learned from her converſa- 
i. tion, that his viſiter was a perſon of rank, 
and Lord of the Manor of this village; and 
| that he had a fine caſtle about a mile and a 
Il] Half from thence, where it was his pleaſure to 
entertain all foreigners. .. 


The noble 1 who, as I ſhall conceal 
his real name, will be called the Baron von 
Tiefenthal, confirmed every thing that the 
hoſteſs ſaid, and added, that he ſhould eſteem 
it a real happineſs and honour it Wolfgang 
would viſit him, and ſpend ſome time at his 
caſtle. . Much ſurpriſed as he had already 
been with the Baron's vifit, he was. now in- 
finitely more ſo at his invitation; his amaze- 
ment was indeed. ſo great, that he had not 
power to make him any anſwer. 


Baron, 
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Baron. I indulge great hopes of enjoying 
this happineſs, and entreat once more that 
you will grant my requeſt.“ 
Wolfgang. © Noble Sir, you confuſe and 
ſurpriſe me to the greateſt degree. What 
can induce you, if I may be ſo bold as to aſk 
the queſtion, to invite a ſtranger, a poor Sa- 
voyard, to your caſtle ? you muſt, through 
ſome :ncorlcelvable error, take me for another 
perſon of far more conſequence. I aſſure 
you moſt ſolemnly, that the coat which 
1] wear is perfectly ſuited to my rank; that 
theſe are my beſt, my only clothes; that my 
father is indeed honeſt, but one of the pooreſt 
among all the inhabitants of Savoy. Now 
I have ſaid this, it remains for you to decide 
whether you will repeat an invitation that I 
ſo little deſerve.” 
Baron. I not only. repeat it, but «Gra 
you again that .it will give me ova greateſt 
Pleaſure if you will accompany me.” - 
Wolfgang. How ] till deſerve. this 
honour after ſuch a declaration as that which 
have made, I cannot comprehend ; but it 
would 
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would be folly in me now if I refuſed to ac- 
cept it. The ways of God are wonderful ; 
and that I, a poor ſtranger, ſhould find here 
a friend lo difintereſted and of ſuch eminence, 
is certainly his doing. I ſhall to day attend 
your Honour, and at leaſt endeavour, by my 
gratitude, to deierve the tavours wich you 
{o undeſervedly beſtow on me.? 

Barcu. © You miſtake me, if you ima- 
gine that I think myſelf diſintereſted in my 
invitation, or that I merit gratitude for it: 
I merely fulfil my duty, and a vow that I 
have made, to receive the firſt foreigner 
who ſhould viſit our country, at my caſtle, 
and render his ſtay here as agreeable as po- 
ſible. But now I have ſeveral petitions and 8 
propoſals to make to you; will you be ſo 
good as to give me your attention ?” 1 

Wolfgang. Tour generoſity and courte= | 
ouſneſs quite confound me : command me, 
and in whatever it is in power, I will obey ö 
you.” 1 


1 

1 -Y 
a 

Bs 


Baros. 


on. 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER, 19 


Baron. © I wiſh to receive you at my 


caſtle as an intimate acquaintance, as a 


friend. The clothes which you now wear, 
and your trading in mouſe-traps and hatchels, 
would make this, if not impoſſible, at leaſt 
too particular; for the peaſants of our 
country are, from a very unpar l onable prej u- 
dice, extremely diſtruſtful of, and really 
churliſh' towards all foreigners, and eſpecially 
the Italians.“ 

Wolfgang. That I have experienced 
myſelf ; for their inhoſpitable behaviour 
obliged me yeſterday, againſt my will, to ſeek 
my fortune here at the ale-houſe.” _ 

Baron. For the reaſon already men- 
tioned, which 1s ſtrengthened by what you 
lay, it is my advice and requeſt that you 
will lay aſide your preſent clothes and your 
trade, unleſs ſome ſecret vow expreflly ſor- 
bids this, while you continue with me, and 
appear in a more ſuitable dreſs. I aſſure you 
that you will attain the purpoſe which per- 
haps brings you here, far better than under 
the character you have aſſumed.” 4 

| Wolfgang. 
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are ſeven florins in it, and ſome kreutzers: 


make any anſwer to this than to much that 
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Wolfgang. © Noble Sir, 1 do not un- 
derſtand you ; but it is to me more and more 
certain that you miſtake me. It is impoſ- 
ſible for me to do what you defire ! this purſe 
contains my whole ſtock of money ; there 


judge yourſelf whether that is ſufficient for 


c.othing me genteelly ; and would I 2 1 
Baron. Permit me to put in a word. 
I know very well, that you have but little 
money with you, and may not have more ; 
and, for this reaſon, I entreat you to per- 
mit me to provide every thing that is neceſ- 
ſary for you.” 
.. Wolfgang. © I permit !—I can no more 


has paſſed before. If you will make a poor 
devil happy! if you have really promiſed to 
receive a ſtranger with fatherly kindneſs, and 
if Tam to be this fortunate perſon, I muſt, I 
ſhall acknowledge it with the greateſt gra- 
titude. I can make no other anſwer to your 
noble, generous propoſals.” 


Baron, 
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Baron. Let us emb ace! we u ill, we 
ore 3 certainly ſhall, become intimate friends! And 

now hearwhbat 1 have to ſay : I had a ſon; 
rlfe he was of your age; of your ſize, and you re- 


ere I ſemble him very much in countenance. He 
rs: I died Jait year at the Univerſity, and his 
for clothes were ſent to me. My grief, for hav - 
25 3 ing loſt an only ſon ſo early in life, has never 
rd. permitted me to open this box, and I long 
tle ago deſtined the contents of it to the ſervice 
©; of ſome poor traveller : here 1s the key ; the 
er- box ſtands by the door, and ſhall be brought 
eſ· in directly. I will wait below till you have 


dͥreſſed yourſelf, and then take you in my 
Ire 3 carriage to my caſtle, [/ooks at his twatch} ; it 

is almoſt noon, and we have therefore no 
time to loſe.” | 


The Baron von Tiefenthal now left the 
room with many compliments, and Wolf- 
gang ſtood loft in aſtoniſhment ; he had not 
recovered when the buſy hoſtels. and her 
maid came in, bringing with them a large 
heavy box, which they fat down at his feet. 

* 
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* 1 lay a wager, noble Sir,” ſaid the 
hoſteſs, as the maid went out of the room, 
* that you would not ſo long have refuſed 
to accompany our noble Baron to the caſtle, 
if you had known who you will find there!“ 

Wolfgang. © Who can I find there whom 
1 know, or who can intereſt me?“ 

Hoſteſs, (in a low voice). © A charming, 
beautiful, moſt lovely, delicious creature, 
our noble Lady Louiſa ; ſhe is now only ſix- 
teen, but has the underſtanding of a woman 
of eighty ; ſhe reads continually, plays on 
the harpſichord—1n ſhort, far and near you 
will not find her equal. And ſome time or 
other, ſhe will be rich, very rich ; ſhe 1s 
heireſs to two eſtates, 1s but here I ſtand 
and prattle, forgetting that you have to 
| dreſs. Don't be long, for the noble Baron 
waits below,” 


— 


She withdrew, with a dcep courteſy, and 
left Woltgang to look into the box at his 
pleaſure : it ſtood there for ſome time un- 
locked, but at laſt he opened it, and broke 

out 


1 
r 
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cout into new onder an”! tranſports at the 
4 fight of the ſplendid clothes which it con- 
dc tained. I ſhould be too diffuſe it I were to 


le, 1 | deſcribe all the awkw rd, comical proceſs of 
K bis dreſſing; he was more than an hour about 
m 1 it, but was at laſt equipped like one of the 

Z firſt beaux. He had on a ſuit of blue laced 
g NR clothes; his long black hair, which he uſually 
- wore twiſted in a hard queue, was untied, and 


careleſſſy put up with a comb, the reſt of it 
fell in ringlets about his face, better than 
1 any hair-dreſſer could have done it, as it 
A . 1 | curled naturally; a laige hat, which, after the 
*& cuſtom of that time, was alſo laced and or- 


5 namented with a feather, gave him com- 
E) pletcly the look of a cavalier ; at leaſt, ſo the 
3 boſteſs aſſerted, who had been for ſome time 
- at the door; this was confirmed afterwards 

by the hoſt, and, at laſt, by the Baron von 


Iiefenthal himſeif, who embraced him, called 
JJ bim his newly-found, his ſecond ſon ; and 


I conducting him to the carriage, drove away 
5 with him with the greateſt delight. 


Wolfgang 


* —75iñ —— 
— — — — 
— 
— - — — — —_ - — — — — 
— — — ——— Ln — i 2 — — * — 
— — a — = — — — <—_ —— — <avts — — 5 —y—y— — — — — — 
— — — — —— — — JIE — — 
_— as. tt Ao ver — — — = — — ws. EIS — * — 
— e + — 
a — 8 p — — 
— „„ make — — 4 
- ee — — 


24 THE MOUNTAIN corracekR. 


Wolfgang permitted all this in filence ; he 
really believed himſelf dreaming, and dreaded 


awakening too ſoon from ſo agreeable an 
illuſion. He was continually examining his 


fine clothes, or ſtroking down the ruffles of 
his ſhirt, and felt the greateſt impatience to 
have an opportunity of viewing hunſelf in a 
looking-glaſs. The Baron was very talka- 
tive, and often entreated him quite to forget 
his former rank. Wolfgang anſwered merely 
in monoſyllables, and firſt remarked, almoſt 
at the end of their ride, that he had been 
very ungrateful to the hoſt and hoſteſs, and 
never thanked them for the generous recep- 
tion which they had given him. 


If you are ſo conſcientious,” anſwered 
Tiefenthal, you may do this to-day, but 


perhaps you will be able to reward theſe peo- 


ple in another manner.“ As he ended this 


ſpeech, they ſtopped at the caſtle. A ſer- 
vant aſſiſted them both out of the carriage; 
and Wolfgang going up the ſteps to the 
houſe, by the ſide of his new hoſt, was car- 

3 ried 
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ried by him into a room, where they found 
his daughter playing upon the harpſichord, 

« There, Louiſa,” ſaid the Baron, © I bring 
you a gueſt who has promiſed to walk, and 
| fing, and read pretty books with you, to pais 
away your time when I am hunting.” 


After this introduction Wolfgang made 


4 | ome awkward bows, and would have faid 
iq 1 & ſomething of the favour and honour of being 


+ acquainted with her; but he could not ar- 


4 range his ideas proper ly, and was obliged to 


leave it to her imagination to fill up what he 


Thad murmured in broken ſentences. Louiſa, 


| bo had been already apprized of his arrival, 


paid her compliments to him, and congratu- 


af oming acquainted with a man who was ſo 
much of a traveller. © Ttaly,” ſhe ſaid, © has 


of Always been deſcribed to me as a Paradiſe, 
nd I hope to hear from you a more 950 
3 I ticular account of that charming country.” 


olfgang, whom Nature had endowed with 
VOL. I. -© a good 


26 THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 


a good portion of wit and underſtanding, 
now ſummoned all his powers in order to 
make ſome reply to the fair lady. He aſ- 
ſured her, ſomewhat diffuſely indeed, but 
yet with a great deal of nazvete, that it was 
impoſſible Italy ſhould deſerve to be called 
a ParaCiſe, becauſe it wanted the principal 
requiſite, a fair Eve; but that Germany 
juſtly deſerved that appellation, becauſe he 
now enjoyed in it the happineſs of paying 
his reſpects to the faireſt Eve in the world. 


Father and daughter united in admiring, 
and laughing at this ſally, and Wolfgang 
got time to examine himſelf in a large look- 
ing glaſs, to which he ſtood oppoſite, He 
found that, dreſſed in his fine clothes, he was 


really handſome, and might very well per⸗ 
form the part of a cavalier : this conviction © 
made him vain, and leſſened his baſhfulneſs ; |} 
he looked about more unreſervedly, and fixed I 
his eyes full on Louiſa's ; ſhe was not able 
to bear this rather free look, and caſt her's 1 

modeſtly / 


v 
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ing, 1 | modeſtly to the ground. Wolfgang waz a 
to 1 very fine man, and Louiſa one of the moſt 
al- © delicate of women; but there was a ſtriking 
but 1 contraſt between them, as will appear from 
you 1 [the TY e 
alled F | 
cipal | Wolfgang was in verſe tall, man and 
_ : $ k well- made; his complexion was ſun-burnt, 
e he he had a high colour in his cheeks, and large 
Lying = 1 black eyes, with altogether a handſome face, 
1d. : End long ſhining black hair. | 
Ting, XZ Louiſa was rather little, her form remarka- 
wor | | 5 fine, if any thing rather too ſlender, her 
loox- 4 hair very light, her complexion delicately 
He Hir, the colour in her cheeks pale, and her 

1e Was Pes of the cleareſt blue. 

per- 


e 4 A . to table put an end to their 


Fonverſation. Louiſa preſented her hand to 
1 Nolfgang; but he, inſtead of accepting it, 


* made a ſilent bow, and went out of the room 


2 bor her, and ſhe followed, in the full con- 
3 82 viction 
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viction that this muſt be the cuſtom in 
Italy. His ruſtic behaviour at table was 
viewed by her in the ſame light; and in form- 
ing her opinion of him, ſhe determined that 
when he was better acquainted with German 
manners, and had acquired a little French 
politeneſs, he would be a very agreeable 
man, and highly deſerving of her eſteem, 
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CHAP. III. 


ITI company at table had juſt emptied 
WW their laſt glaſs of wine, in which the Baron 
and his daughter had once more drank the 
health of their new gueſt, as the ſound of a 
1 poſt. horn drew them to the window. A 
F carriage with four fine horſes drove up to 
3 the door, and the Counteſs von M N 
Lichte from it. 
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The Baron von Tiefenthal, who never re- 
membered having the honour of a viſit from 
| © her before, haſtened with his daughter to 
meet her Excellency. Wolfgang remained 
e 3 in 
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in the room, and was thinking, with great 
anxiety, how long this agreeable dream would 
laſt, as the Baron returned, handing in the 
Counteſs. 


All his former confuſion was now renewed, 
for he knew not how he ought to behave to 
this lady, and yet ſincerely wiſhed not to put 
his kind hoſt to the bluſh for him. Tiefen- 
thal had in the meantime conducted the 
Counteſs to the ſofa, and turning to Wolf- 

gang, laid, * Her Excellency the Countel; 
von Then turning towards 
N her, and preſenting him to her, This,“ he 
laid, © is a very good friend of mine from 
abroad, who will do me the honour of ſpend- 
ing ſome time at my. caſtle,” Wolfgang 
bowed very profoundly to her, and to his 


aſtoniſhment ſhe continued ſtanding, and 
returned his lalutation! in the moſt courteous 


manner. 2 
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* | Counteſs, © eſteem it a particular ho- 


nour, Sir, to become acquainted with you, 
may 1 take the liberty of aſking your 
name?“ 

Molſgaung. I-—I am called pro- 


Fg 

Baron (interrupting him). Your Excel- 
lency ſees the confuſion of my friend. 
XX Certain circumſtances prevent his making his 


name known in this country: he is come 


incognito, and means to continue ſo during 
his ſtay here; but I have the honour of aſ- 
3 luring your Excellency, that my friend is 
1 deſcended from a very old and reſpectable 
4 family, and that it is neither from guilt, nor 
misfortune, that he is induced to conceal his 
name.“ 


Counteſs, That I ſhould have believed, 
Baron, without your aſſurance. My dear 
unknown, you muſt pardon me for calling 


C 4 you 
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you thus, come and fit by me! Oh nearer, 
nearer than that ! do you take the German 
women for prudes ; or, what uould be cer- 
tainly a great compliment to us, as too dan- 
gerous to approach?“ 


Wolfgang made no anſwer to this, but 
drew his chair nearer to the Counteſs. 


Counteſs. © You cannot imagine how 


much I eſteem travelled, and conſequently 


learned men ; how much I enjoy their con- 
verſation, and the account of their adven- 
tures. Do you come directly from Italy? 


or. 5 


Baron, © T beg your Excellency's par- 
don | My friend does not come out of Italy, 
he never was there; he is no Italian.“ 


Wolfgang was quite loſt in aſtoniſhment 
at theſe aſſertions ; he could not in the leaſt 
com- 
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1 E-omprebend why his hoſt ſhould tell the 
ounteſs ſuch direct falſities. TILE. 
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1 | Counteſs (much ſurpriſed). No Italian! 
never been in Italy! I could have ſworn, 
1 would have wagered my little face, all my 
moderate ſhare of underſtanding, that your 
9 nknown friend was an Italian. His Roman 
E noſe, his black eyes, and black hair, ſeem to 
1 prove it clearly; but one may be miſtaken, 
1 and one may be alſo, from private reaſons, 
Y ate! miſled. What ſay you to that, 
Paron! 4 | 


1 


Baron (confuſed). «1 can only repeat what 

J have already ſaid. — Will your Excellency 

. diſh of coffee? Louiſa, roy the 
3 Pell. and let us have coffee directly.“ 


bo The converſation now took another turn : 
f RF he Counteſs proteſted againſt having coffee; 
the Baron perſiſted in having it, and it was 
They talked of the weather, of 
| e huſbandry, 
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huſbandry, of ſtate affairs, and whenever the : 
Counteſs addreſſed any queſtion to the 
ſtranger, Tiefenthal conſtantly interrupted * 
it by ſoine other queſtion, ſo that Wolfgang, 
to his great ſatisfaction, played the part of a 
mere ſpectator, and only now and then ex- 
preſſed his applauſe, or ſurpriſe, by his looks. 
After many very viſible, but ineffectual ex- 
periments to become better acquainted with 
him, the Counteſs at laſt roſe from her ſeat. 
The Baron indeed begged to enjoy the ho- 
nour of her company longer, but this ſhe did 
not comply with, as the ſun was then very far I 
gone down, and ſhe wiſhed to return before 1 
it was ſet, She took leave, with many com- 
phments, and regretted extremely that ſhe 3 
bad not become more ſociable with the fo- 
reign gentleman. © You have really,” ſhe 
faid to Wolfgang, < ſcarcely ſpoken a word 
to me the whole time that I have been here. 
You know very well that I may with juſtice ! 
bake it ill of you.”! E299, | 9 
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Molfgang. Your Excellency, pardon 


Connteſs (laughing). © That J am ſilent 


3 | again already! Well, well, I forgive you wil- 
*F lingly, becauſe I gueſs and approve your 
2X reaſon. But you ſhall not eſcape quite un- 
| P puniſhed, and therefore I inſiſt on your 
conducting me to my carriage.” 
ſeat. | 


She now made a deepcourteſy round to the 
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company, took Wolfgang by the arm, and 
drew him down the fteps with her, the 
before 
com- 
at ſhe AF and looked about her. A glorious, a beau- 
e fo- 


Baron and Louiſa following them. 


The 
Counteſs made a pauſe at the coach- door, 


tiful evening !“ ſhe cried out at laſt.“ Yes, 
indeed, a glorious evening,“ ſtammered out 
the confuſed Wolfgang after her. 


Connteſs. Then you have alſo a taſte 


for ſuch ſcenes, and nothing ſhall prevent our 
XX <1yoying this evening together. You ſhall 
/gang. 


c 6 accom- 
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accompany me to my caſtle, and then you 
may return in my carriage.“ g 


Wolfgang. © Your Excellency 


Baron. * My friend knows how to 
eſteem this honour, but 1 


- Counteſs (interrupting the Baron, and 
ſpeaking to Wolfgang). © You ſhall not re- 
fuſe me; you muſt not deny my firſt requeſt. 43 
For Heaven's fake recolle& that I am a 
woman ! now get in!” The buſy ſervants 
ſeized Wolfgang by the arm, and hurried 3 
him into the carriage; the Counteſs followed 
him, the door was ſhut, and they drove off 3X 
directly. Notwithſtanding the noiſe of the 
coach, they heard the Baron's voice remon- | 1 
ſtrating againſt this proceeding as he actually AY 
ran after them. The Counteſs put her head 
out of the window, and- ſmiling, excuſed 
herſelf with many fine ſpeeches, and aſſured 1 
him his gueſt would ſoon return. The fro- 
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licſome horſes ſoon left him behind, and the 
Counteſs turned to Wolfgang, who, filled 
X vith anxiety, fat ſhrinking into one corner 
4 | of the carriage. 


Counteſs. © It is indeed one of the fineſt, 
ſereneſt evenings that I have ever ſeen.” 


Molſgang. Ves, your Excellency, yes.“ 
« Have you read Taſſo?“ 
« Read: ne!” 


Wolfgang. 


3 : Counteſs. 
Italian?“ 


“Then you are really not an 


Wolfgang, «No! II am from Savoy!“ 


Counteſs, © Poor man! how ill diſſimu- 
lation becomes you! Though you always en- 
deavour to be on your guard with a ſingle 
yes or no, you only betray yourſelf by it. 

With 
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With me diſſimulation is uſeleſs ; I know 
you, Signor; you may be aſſured that I know 


you | 


Wolfgaug. * Your Excellency know 
me! 


Counteſs. Yes, yes!“ 


7 cc 7O1 5 1 
Wolfgang. © If your Excellency really 1 
knew me, you would ſcarcely ride in the 9 
ſame carriage with me.“ | 4 


Countess. Ha! ha! you would lead 
me aſtray again; but I know even this 
already. Were you not yeſterday evening at 
the ale-houſe at L ? Was it not this 
morning that you firſt became acquainted 
with the Baron von Tiefenthal? Are not 

theſe his ſon's clothes ?” 


. Wolfgang. « As your Excellency knows 
every thing, I do not want at all to deny it; 
I do 
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] do not perceive any reaſon why I ſhould 
deny it. Yes, your Excellency, I am a poor 
Savoyard : hitherto I have endeavoured to 
earn my bread by ſelling mouſe-traps and 
hatchels ; and yeſterday evening as I was 
wandering upon the road, I never dreamt of 
the good fortune which awaited me. But 
to this hour I know not, and cannot in the 
leaſt imagine, why the Baron von Tiefenthal 
treats me with ſuch extreme generoſity and 
fatherly kindneſs, or why he repreſents me 
as a perſon of rank, and calls me his friend?“ 


THE MOUNTAIN COT TAGER. 


Counteſs. 
his deſign 38 


« You really do not perceive 


Wolfgang. - No!“ 


Counteſs, © You poſſel more diſſimula- 
tion than T at firſt believed. How do you 
like Louiſa ?”? 


Wolfgang. 
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Wolfgang. She is a very pretty woman; 
and if it were not the greateſt preſumption 
in ſo mean and poor a man, I ſhould ſay ſhe 
pleaſes me very much.“ 


not yet perceive Tiefenthal's view ?” 


Wolfgang. © Excuſe my ignorance; but, 
I muſt repeat it again, I do not underſtand 
his deſign, and as little your Excellency's 
meaning.” 


Counteſs. © As you conſtrain me to it, 
I will tell you plainly, that the Baron von 
Tiefenthal hopes to ſee you ſoon the bride- 
groom of his daughter.“ 


Wolfgang. « Such a deſign I ſhould 
certainly never have gueſſed; but I gueſs 
your Excellency's perfectly. You joke with 
me, you would make ſport of me, and how- 
ever this jeſt vexes me in reſpect of my 
benefactor, 


Counteſs. Ha! ha! ha! and you do 
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"| 


1 erde, I muſt be content with it. But 
” 


'4 beg your Excellency to conſider, that the 


L 9 nous, as well as you do, that I am a poor 
I Pavop; ard; that I did not conceal my ſituation 
from him, but have earneſtly warned him from 
/ wm miſtake; and he has aſſured me that 
F t is merely on account of a vow he has made 

to make a poor foreigner happy, that he en» 
| tertains me ſo generouſly.” 


a 


"© 
2 
"Iu 

C 


Counteſs, ** Oh the generous man But 
that you ſhould be caught in ſuch a trap I 
1 Yo could not have believed. Yet you 
| believe, and ſay what you will, what appears 
W neceſſary to you. Pardon, my dear Sig- 
1 nor, my interfering | in matters which do not 
3 1 concern me. I promiſe you not to ſpeak 
1 another word on the ſubject. I only entreat 

you to permit me, when I one day pay my 
| congratulatory viſit on the happy marriage, 
1 to remind you of this, and that I may at the 
T7 fame time call on you to witneſs, that we 
i © Germans 
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Germans ſometimes know more than we! I 
appear to know.“ 


Wolfgang. © I do not in the leaſt under. 
ſtand your Excellency. This muſt be the 
cleareſt proof to you that you deceive your. 
ſelf in your opinion. Every thing which has 
happened to me fince yeſterday 1 is to me 2 
periect riddle.” 


Counteſs, * I believe it with all my | 4 
heart.“ 


Wolfgang. © Sometimes I am certain 
that there exiſts a miſtake reſpecting my | 
perſon; and then again I cannot comprehend |: 
how ſuch a miſtake can ſubſiſt, as I have done : 
all in my power to prove that I am the per- | 4 
fon J give myſelf out to be.“ : 


Counteſs. * 'That I muſt bear witneſs to! g 
You have already repeated it to me fo often, 
that 
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that it waulg: be folly, or rather W 
0 doubt it.“ 


under. if i Walfgang. * Will yaur Excellency per- 
be the | by me to aſk one queſtion 7 F orgive the 
e your. 3 Hs which I ſhall take in it, but cli rcum- 
ich b 1 ances urge me to it.“ 55 

O mea. 1 ICC © | 
2 E « My dear Signor, aſk me what 
F q yo will, you ſhall find me ready to anſwer 
40 TP in my —_ | 


Il my 


85 
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Wolfgang. « Ate you not alſo miſtaken 

in my perſon? Do. you really take me for 
g my | hat Jam, for a poor Savoyard who has no 
ehend © 3 | re — which he can call his 
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certain 4 1 


Connteſs, © II certainly conſider you 
1 | as ſuch, and * it * 1685 
>\s to! A EL 
often, 8 Molfgang. “ And yet ride bt me ins a 
th at 3 | Carr jage * | 
\ cn 
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Counteſs. © Ride with you in a car- 


riage!“ 


Wolfgang. © Treat me as one of your 


1 


equals ! 


Counteſs. I not only treat you fo, but ; 


I ſhall eſteem 1t the greateſt honour if ah 

think me your W 4 
War. e it who can, Iam 
not able! Ihave often heard wonderful hiſto- 
ries of the peculiar good fortune of ſome men; 
but ſuch luck, ſuch honour has never happened 
to any one before. Yeſterday. I worked for 
my bread, and to-day. ride, in a carriage with 
four horſes, with an illuſtrious lady, and hear, 
from the mouth of the {ame lady, that ſhe 
will reckon it an honour if I conſider her as 
my equal. Pardon me, your Excellency, I 
am a ſimple man; I do not underſtand 
making compliments, but I feel this honour, 
this happineſs very ſtrongly. I am ſo moved, 
| ſo— 
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3 ſo—ſo—1 ſhould not be able to reſtrain my 

a car- 43 ears, if I had not once heard that illuſtrious 
3 Wadics think tears a diſgrace,” 


your 1 | Counteſs. Heaven preſerve us from 
| | ſuch an opinion! The ſenſibility of a man 
9 55 always affecting to us, and if he only ap- 
pears to weep, our tears flow directly. I give 
Pou the cleareſt proof of this myfelf, //e 

roi pes the tears from her eyes} But, my 
4 bar Signor, we forget the purpoſe of our 
1 ride! We were to enjoy the fine evening 
| together, and we ſhall hardly do that ſhut 
up in the carriage. Let us walk through 
3 the avenue; the coach may go on before us.“ 


, but 
f you 


„Iam 
hiſto- 
menʒ 
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CHAP. IV. 
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As Wolfgang and the Counteſs got out of 
the carriage, ſhe preſented her hand to him, 
and he, by this time, underſtood that he 
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went, arm in arm, through the dark avenue, 
and the Counteſs diſplayed all her ſenſibility 
in admiring the beauties of nature, on which 
Wolfgang let her expatiate without inter- 
ruption, for he was occupied with feelings of 
a different kind. His companion's arm lay 
negligently in his, and the novelty of this 
ſituation to him, excited emotions which he 
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ad never felt before. He now firſt ſaw, 
vis eyes wandered inſenſibly towards her, 
4 1 Wat the Counteſs was a young and beautiful 
YZ oman. Her large eyes, her full cheeks, and 
. ine perſon, pleaſed him extremely, and fully 
L Employed his imagination. Might I, thought 
M Pe, but once call ſuch a woman mine, ſuch 
þ i woman muſt be heaven upon earth! I 
| ould willingly part with my laced coat again, 
L F illingly work for my bread theſe fix years, 
9 . I might but one day have ſuch a woman |! 
ns of | A brillingly But it would be tireſome, if I 
„nim, 4 vere to relate all the projects which came 
at he into bis head. Thoſe, who have been in 
They = imilar circumſtances, will be very well able 
cnue, ne» fill up the chaſm which I leave here ; and 
bility bole, who have never felt any thing of 
which | ü | he kind, will thank me for dropping the 
inter- . 
ags of il 
n lay 
f this 
ch he 
had 


Seldom, very ſeldom, and that only i in 
1 Wpblegmatic mortals, is love accuſtomed to 
9 come on ſlowly, ſtep by ſtep: it comes on, 


if 


1 
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if I may fo expreſs mylelf, in full gallop, g 
ſurpriſes the ſecure unawares, and generally ; 
wounds him - mortally. Like the water- 
ſpout, no rain, not even a ſingle dropof moiſ. 
ture previouſly falling, announces its ap- : 
proach ; the cloud burſts ſuddenly, and the | F 
unprepared traveller, finds himſelf up to the s 
neck in water, and carried forward by the 
potent ſtream, betore he knows whence the I 
power came which hurries him irrefiſtibly 
down into the valley. Any body is welcome 
to laugh at this ſimile ; it appears laughable 
even to me, and, nevertheleſs, I ſhall let it 
remain; becauſe a water- ſpout and impetuous 
love have often very ſimilar effects, both 
being deſtructive, but paſſing away again 
rapidly. The black cloud promiſes refreſh- 
ment to the thirſty land, and always lays it 
deſolate. The lover hopes to enjoy the 
moſt perfect felicity in the arms of his be- 
loved, and ſinks under the too abundant pol- 
ſeſſion of the happineſs for which he ſighed. 


But 
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craly 
water- Y 
mou: | A 


But to return to Wolfgang, whom my 
readers left, like the unſuſpecting traveller 
up to the neck in water, or to lay aſide my 
male, falling deſperately in love. The 
ts ap- Counteſs, at laſt, quite tired of talking with- 
ad the Wi put having any anſwer—for it is very hard 
to the o find oneſelf not attended to—was filent 
dy the X bor ſome time, and then aſked him, rather 
ce the WW. :th a tone of reproof, why he ſpoke ſo little, 
ifubly od paid no attention to what ſhe faid ? 
come Wl olfgang took no more notice of this queſ- 
zhable 10n, than he had done of what had paſſed 
let it defore. He looked towards heaven, and 
>t1U0Us dffered up a filent prayer that he might one 
both Jay be bleſſed with the object of his wiſhes, 
again Wn forgetting that ſhe was now by his ſide. His 
>freſh- erſeyering filence made the Counteſs obſerve 
ays it im attentively, and, not unacquainted with 
»y the ore and its . ſhe ſoon decided 
is be- hat he was under the influence of that paſ- | 
it pol- oon; and conjectured that his imagination 
ghed. o carried him back to the beloved of his 
. heart, with whom he was perhaps wiſhing to 
D exyoy 
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enjoy this glorious evening. As nothing h 
more tormenting than a curioſity to leanf 
the truth of ſuch an idea, ſhe reſolved to 
gratify it; and her ſpeaking only being of 
no effect, ſhe took more forcible means of 
rouſing him. Signor,“ ſhe cried, and 
ſhook him by the arm, where are youll 
What i is come to you | EY 


3 
IG TOA, >» 


25 


Wolfgang (as if 3 from a 4 


ſleep J. II, [rubbing his Om } what ha 4 
happened to me?“ 


Counteſs. ** That I know not! and anf 
extremely deſirous of learning. You har 
walked by me a quarter of an hour withoul 1 
ſpeaking a word; looked to heaven as it you N 
were in an ecſtacy, and appeared to forget ta 
whole world.“ ; 


Wolfgang. © I—1 know not! I was real 
muking ! = 3 


Connie 


THE MOUNTAIN cOrTAGER. 31 


thing ü Counteſs (laughing). © Yes, yes! that 
0 can ou certainly were; and ſhall I interpret this 
lved 4 nuſing? Shall I tell you n it was 


INE 0 4 bout! * 
jeans Ml 9 


| Wolfgang. © That your Excellency can- 


ed, 10 1 
re zot do ! that you ſhall never gueſs !” 
1 5 "i 1 % 


E. 
2 * 
232 

5 5M * 

2 IA >. 


| Counteſs. « No! we will ſee ! This walk 

2 2 minds you of a ſimilar one, which you took 
what ha 2 F dnce in your own country. You were then 
| x [ith the object of your affections; then found, 
4 ab for the firſt time, an © OPEN 


3 W.courably heard. The remembrance of 
ol oſe happy moments engage your imagina- 
1 on ſo much, that you forget yourſelf and 
cry thing elle.— Well! do you take me 
gow for a propheteſs ? Shall you, in future, 
| 1 lace more confidence in my penetration?“ 


b | Wolfgang ſighs deeply. 


D 2 Counteſs, 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
þ 
| 


| betray too much curioſity in me; and I have 


ment for farther converſation, then I muſt 
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Counteſs. © If you confirm it with fuch 


deep ſighs, you will make me proud of my 1 


art. I have a great inclination to aſk the 
name of this envied fair one, if it will not 


hopes of your gratifying it. No! Good 
God ! if you are ſo inflexibly ſilent, and will 
not give me, even by a yes or no, encourage- 


and ſhall remind you that I am a woman, 
and as women have a general claim to a man's 
attention, conſequently 1 guat not to be 
thus ſlighted.“ 

Wolfgang. How * would l, 
your Excellency —— ds 


Before Wolfeang could ſpeak another 
word, he felt ſomebody from behind pulling 
him; be looked round, and a man, wrapped 
in a great coat, ſtood cioſe by him. Sir, ro; 
he ſaid, one expects you with the mol me 
anxious impatience.” mit 


Walfgan, 
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= /HHoffgang. © Me! who?” 
ny 
he 
10t | 
Ve 
zod 
will 


Counteſs. * Aha | undoubtedly a meſ- 
ſenger from the Baron von Tiefenthal. Tt 
is certainly very uncivil of me to rob him ſo 
long of his new gueſt : but really, on his fide, 
it is not polite to take him away from me 


ge- in this manner. But I muſt give way to 
auſt the Baron's older and more important claims. 
nan, I willingly let you go therefore; yet with one 
an's condition which you muſt promiſe ſolemnly 


be to keep. Will you do this?“ 


Wolfgang. Your Excellency has only 
to command with me. Whatever is in my 
power, my abilities N 


d J. 


other Counteſs, Oh you are too complaiſant ! 
ulling Wl do not aſk ſo much; I aſk nothing that 
appel ſhall coſt you power or abilities. To-mor- 
Ji r, 


row at dinner you muſt be my gueſt, and I 
merely deſire before you take leave, your pro- 
mile that you will be ſo.” 


1 


2 molt 


Wolfgang. 
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Noifgang. I ſhall certainly come.” 


Counteſs, * Give me your hand in al- 
ſurance cf it {preſſing it ſoftly}. Lexpect you 
then for certain {with a friendly loo; and 
ſhall really take it ſor an affront and neglect 
if you do not come.“ : 

The man in the great coat. © Sir, every 
minute is reckoned.” 


Counteſs. © Very punctual ! but no mat- 


ter! we ſhall meet to morrow. Till then, 


Signor, good night ! We will renew our 
converſation when I ſee you, for you have 
not yet ſatisfied my curioſity. Farewel !” 


The Counteſs departed, with a very 
friendly glance at Wolfgang, and after ſhe 
hed gone ſome ſteps, turned and nodded to 
him once more, a kind adieu; as he, quite 
traniported, followed her with his eyes. 


He 
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He W probably have ſtared after her 
as long as ſhe was in fight, if his new com- 
panion had not again admoniſhed him to 
haſten his departure. * Sir,” he ſaid, * it 
is full time 
am ready,” ſaid Wolfgang, ſomewhat pee- 
vithly ; and his conductor went on directly 
without ſaying, another word. 


»4 CHs. 


You muſt follow me!“ 1 
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CHAP. V. 


In the certain conviction that this was a 
meſſenger from the Baron von Tiefenthal, 
ſent to bring him back to his caſtle, Wolf- 
gang followed him, and, without obſerving 
the way which they went, gave himſelf up to 
his own thoughts. Theſe, as it is natural to 
ſuppoſe, dwelt entirely on the beautiful 
Counteſs. She had made ſo forcible an im- 
preſſion on his heart, 1t was ſo full of her 
charms, that .he bcheld nothing but her 
image. He was even thinking ſeriouſly, for 
impetuous love is very bold, how he might 
declare 
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declare his paſſion the next day; as his con- 
ductor, by ſay ing, Here we are; pleaſe to 
Walk in,“ awakened him from his agreeable 

dream. To his utter aſtoniſhment he now 
firſt ſaw that they were arrived at a poor 
Wcottage, the door of which the man in the 
Worecat coat opened, and again deſired him to 
4 1 go in. Already too far-advanced to return, 
Wand ſtill believing that he might perhaps 
find the Baron von Tiefenthal waiting for him 
here, he ſtepped into the room. It had 


ha!, been growing duſk for ſome time, and the 
olf. None little window of this place being very 
ring dirty, both together occaſioned an almoſt 
p to Egyptian darkneſs, No wonder therefore 
alto that Wolfgang, as he went in, ſaw no one, 
ifol Hand was greatly ſurpriſed on bn the wa ; 
im- * diſcourſe— 

her b 

her A voice in a deep rough - baſs tone. Do 
for you bring him at laſt, James? Do you bring 
ght him?“ 

late 


D 5 W gang s 
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W olfgang's conductor. Yes, I have ful» 
filled my promiſe ; I have brought him!“ 


= CI 
. — _ : . A 
mnt j — A— , 


—ZD2DͤU - OO ——— 


4 languiſting Female Voice. Did he fol- 
low you willingiy ?”? 


James. I cannot fay that! but I did 
not ſtir from his fide, and would not have 
done it on any account.” 


The baſs Voice. Where did you find 


him.“ 


| James. Where elſe ſhould I find him 
| but with the Countels ? with whom he was 
walking arm in arm.“ 


| The Female Voice, in a diſconſolate tone. 
« Ah wretched, wretched me!“ 


The baſs Voice. Weep not, Clara! weep 
not ! there muſt, there ſhall be ſomething 
done now! either or! ſo I have reſolved, 

ö > and 


8. pd © = — f ys 1 - og — — N|( fwfe, K, — r.. „ 
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and ſo it ſhall be! James, light a candle. 
Sir, fit down!“ | 


Wolfgang ſtood there in amazement, and 
what had juſt paſſed did not tend at all to 
leflen it. 
with great pleafure ; as the entrance of this, 
he reaſonably expected, would produce the 
quickeſt and beſt explanation of their pro- 
bable miſtake. James came in at laſt with 
the ſo much wiſhed-for candle, which af- 
forded indeed only a ſcanty, but yet ſufficient, 
light for the diſplay of the bare black walls 
of this room, and of a tall haggard-looking 
man, who ſat upon a decayed bench in one 


corner of it, reſting his arm upon a ſtill 


more decayed table, and looking earneſtly at 
Wolfgang. His white hair teſtified his 
being old, and his clothes, which betrayed 
indigence, that he had been a ſoldier, as there 
might yet be diſcriminated upon them the 
facing of an uniform. 


D 6 Wolfgang 
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Wolfgang kept his eyes fixed on this old 
man, impatiently expecting that he would 
now perceive his error, acknowledge it, and 
beg his pardon. To his aſtoniſhment, he 
at laſt aroſe from his ſeat, and ſeized two 
piſtols which were lying by him upon the 


. table, and which Wolfgang now firſt ſaw. 


He put them, with great coolneſs, under his 
arm, took the light with the other hand, 
and going up to Wolfgang, Sir,” he ſaid, 
« we have never ſeen each other before; and 
woe to me, woe to you, that we are obliged 
to ſee one another now! follow me! They 
went together to the fide of a miſerable ſtraw 
bed, upon which lay a woman, whoſe face 
wore the pallid hue of deith ; her eyes were 
cloſed, and her whole appearance was that of 
extreme illneſs. 


The Old Man (holding the F 'g/it near her}. 


« Villain ! there, ſee your work! Clara! 


dear Clara, awake ! he is here ! darling Clara, 


do you not hear me? 


James. 


old 
p ꝗuld 
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he 
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James. How ſhould ſhe hear you? At 
ſight of this wretch ſhe has fainted again. 


Was it but the calm of death, her ſorrows | 
would be ended FE” 


Old Man. © Villain 1 deteſta- 
ble villain ! ſeducer of my dear good child! 
all, all your work! Oh we have a long, a 
dreadful reckoning to ſettle! You have de- 


prived me of health, happineſs, honour, and 


the peace of my old age! How will, how 
can you repay all this?“ 


Walfgang., Sir! —” 
Old Man. Silence py? 


WA olfgang. «© Permit me only—you miſ- 


take.“ 


Old Man. Silence I ſay; the turn for 
you to ſpeak will come ; ; but, till I have con- 
cluded what I have to ſay, you muſt not in- 

4 terrupt 
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terrupt me, leſt my old weak head begin to 


ferment, and ] forget that I would firſt be 


the father, and only, it driven to the terrible 
neceſſity, the avenger. Iam the aggrieved, 
the deeply injured. I am the accuſer, you 
the accuſed. Let me end my complaint, 


and then you can ſpeak. She {pointing 10 


the woman) (hall be the judge between you 
and me. If the would have compaſſion 
ſhewn you, it ſhall be ſo; if ſhe requires 
vengeance, «then, villain, I ſhall require it 
allo ; and if there be a God in heaven, the 
protector of innocence, it will be poured on 
you jn full meaſure running over. Review 
your own conduct, and if your miſdeeds ad- 
mit of no excuſe, if you have nothing to urge 
in your defence againſt my complaints, then 
acknowledge your crimes to yourjudge, and 
throw yourſelf on her mercy. Oh! ſhe is a 
tender, a compaſſionate judge! compaſſionate 


as heaven itſelf, whole very image ſhe once 
was uy oy: | | | 


W olfrang. 


ite 
ce 


18. 
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Wolfgang. © Dear, good Sir! let me 
only — | 

Old Man. Silence, wretch | I per- 
ceive you will irritate me to violence, will 
make me an aſſaſſin in my old age! But, 
mark me ! jf you are not ſilent, if you in- 


terrupt me again, one of theſe piſtols ſhall lay 


you dead at my feet ; and, in the preſence 
of the eternal upright Judge on high, you 


ſhall receive your ſentence ! Woe, woe to 


thee l it would ſound horribly Now hear 
my complaint, dear Father in Heaven |! {ke 
takes off his hat, lays the piſtols within it, and 
claſps his hands together )} hearken to it, and, 
if the obdurate wretch ſhall refuſe to render 
ſatisfaction, write it in thy univerſal regiſter ! 
But, if he fink repentant at her feet, and pro- 
miſe to atone for his offences, let it be blotted 
outlet the numberleſs tears ſhed by this 
unhappy creature efface it for ever | 
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«Tam now ſixty- eight years old: from my 
earlieſt youth I have ſtruggled with ſorrow, 
poverty, and miſery of various kinds. Five 
and forty years I have ſerved my Prince with 
inviolable fidelity; I have fought valiantly 
in ſupport 'of his rights; been five times 
wounded, and am now, in my old age, diſ- 
miſſed without reward as a cripple, and am 
even deſtitute of a maintenance Dear God 
and Father in heaven, thou art an all-wiſe 
Being! thou knoweſt the moſt ſecret thoughts 
of men! before thy all- ſeeing eyes, I now ſtand 
in the undiſguiſed ſimplicity of my heart, 
and aſk thee if I have ever murmured at 
theſe things ? have ever once complained of 
this injuſtice ? have ever repented ſhedding 
my blood in the ſervice of my country ? Oh 
be thou a ſevere Judge over me, if I do not 
ſpeak the truth! If I have uttered a falſe- 
hood, annihilate me, rob me of the only 
hopes which have conſoled me in all my 
miſery, that thou wilt reward me hereafter 


for all that I have ſuffered here. | 
— | « The 
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« The joys of life have been meaſured to 
me with a penurious hand. Three times 
only, during the long courſe of my exiſtence, 
have I enjoyed perfect happineſs : once when 
my excellent, my charming, my beloved wite 
united her hand to mine, when ſhe vowed 


to be mine for ever, and courageouſly to 


ſhare with me whatever afflictions thou 
mighteſt ſend for our trial;—again, when this 
ſon was born to me ;—and, for the laſt time, 
when this daughter came into the world. 


But that joy was of ſhort duration ; for her 


| life was her mother's death; her birth robbed 
me of my ſupport, my joy, my all ! 


e Lord! Father of all men ! Searcher of 
all hearts! thou knoweſt the agony of my 
ſoul, the weight of ſorrow with which I was 
oppreſſed, as I approached her corpſe, and, 
for the laſt time, claſped her clay-cold hand, 
and bade her farewel for ever! Oh the feeling 
of that moment ! it was like the laſt gaſp of 
ſuffocation! But J recovered my fortitude, 
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repreſſed the tears which were beginning to 
flow, and ſeizing my children, folded them to 
my breaſt, and cried, * You ſhall one day 
repair to me what I have loſt, and thou, 
Father in Heaven, wilt reward to the deceaſed 
a thouſand fold, ler love and fidelity l' 


Eternal God! I now preſent myſelf 
again before thy. judgment-teat, with theſe 
two children, the 0.ly treaſure which thou 
ever gaveſt me, and aik thee if I have not ful - 
filled my paternal duty with the ſtricteſt 
integrity? If J have not done every thing for 
them that lay in my power? It I have not 
often eaten the coarſeſt bread myſelf that I 
might be able to buy the beſt for my poor 
httle ones? If I have not, as they grew older, 
often pinched mylelf to pay a maſter for 
them, who thould inſtruct them in thy re- 
ligion, and in various kinds of knowledge? 
If I— but I will not reckon the performance 
of my duty any merit, for it coſt me little, as 
I found my greateſt pleaſure in cheriſhing 
theſe 
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theſe young plants. I ſeek merely to prove 
that J performed my duty faithfully, and 
therefore had reaſon to hope for reward, not 
puniſhment. And yet, omnipotent, righte- 


ous God ! yet is the latter in full, in over- 


full meaſure, fallen on me! 


« This maiden, whom I here preſent be- 
fore your judgment-ſeat, wretched and ftrug- 
gling with death as ſhe now ie, once bloomed 
like a roſe, and was not leis innocent and 
pure! She was the comfort of my old age, 
and ſhould have been alſo its ſupport. When 
I engaged to inſtruct my ſon in his duty 
towards his Sovereign and his country, when 
I went with him againſt the enemy, then I 
recommended her to thy Almighty protec- 
tion. Without thy will, thou ſayſt thyſelf 


in thy Divine revelation, not a ſparrow falleth 


to the ground. On this promile I relied, 
and went, quite eaſy into the field, to preſent 


my old body to the balls of the adverſary. 


In the meantime came this villain, {pointing 
Zo 
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to Wolfgang) who feigned love to this inex- 
perienced creature, and won her innocent 
heart; polluted her pure ſoul with volup- 
tuous ideas, painted to her imagination the 
moſt charming repreſentations of the future, 
and beguiled her of her honour and peace of 
mind. 


« When the poor fallen one perceived the 
conſequences of her folly, and mourned it 
with the bittereſt tears and lamentations, the 
ſeducer ſwore to be a father to her child, 
and left her, as he ſaid, only to obtain his 
father's conſent to their union, and then re- 
turn to her arms. Daily ſhe expected his 
arrival, but daily expected it in vain. A 
letter, ſent without her knowledge, ac- 
quainted me with her ſorrows, and I flew to 
conſole her. The pain which I felt at the 
firſt ſight of her, I will not deſcribe. Oh 
God ! thou waſt witneſs of my ſufferings ! 
thou heardſt, for the firſt time, my com- 
plaints! The lovely roſe was faded, her. 

| happineſs 
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happineſs annihilated, all my hopes trodden 
in the duſt, all my proſpects darkened! 
Lord ! in thy preſence I {wore to demand 
revenge, to take revenge on the villain who 
had ſo ſhamefully abandoned her, and who, Wi! 
perhaps, in ſome diſtant place, made a jeſt 1 
of her's, and her afflictedꝰ father's ſorrows. 1 

My heart was hardened, but her tears ſoftened 
it; and, at her irreſiſtible entreaties, I pro- 
miſed to forgive the wretch if he would 
marry her, whom he had forſaken, and be- 
come the acknowledged father of her child. 


« With her I have followed his footſteps 
till we came to this cottage, and here ſhe has 
given birth to a child who has no father. 
Nurtured with miſery, with tears in its mo- 
ther's womb, it died in the hour of its birth, 
and went out of the world a baſtard ! {he 1 
throws aſide the covering of the bed, and points i 
to a dead child lying by the fide of its ſenſeleſs \ 
mother). Look there, villain! it is your. 
child ! you are its father and its murderer | 

| Its 
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Its ſpotleſs ſoul now ſtands as your accuſer 
before the judgment-ſeat of God. This 


innocent creature, alſo ſacrificed by you, who 
is perhaps, even now, releaſed by death from 


her calamities, was my child, my daughter! 
Oh my heart breaks ! I can no longer ſup- 
port my miſery | Forgive me, Almighty 


Father, I muſt complain] Oh it almoſt 


chokes me ! I muſt weep {he wipes the tears 
from his eyes J. Eternal God! let not my 
lamentations riſe up in judgment againſt 
their author, if, moved by my ſorrows, he re- 
pents his crimes, will awaken the ſufferer 
from her {woon with his careſſes, and reſtore 


her ſmiling to my arms as I was accuſtomed 


to ſee her in our happier days 


« Man (he graſps M. olfgang's hand), if 
your heart be not of ſtone, if your ſoul be 
not quite depraved, pity this poor creature, 
who, 1n ſpite of all her ſorrows, all the name- 
leſs miſeries which you have brought on her, 
loves you ſtill, tenderly, ſincerely loves you 


Inhuman 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER 71 


aſer MW Inhuman wretch ! hear how ſhe ſhames you! 
"bis what a pearl you have caſt away! This 
vho child died two days ago, but we have not 
om ventured to take it from her yet. In her 


er! MW ſhort intervals of recollection, ſhe preſſes it 
up- earneſtly to her breaſt, and laments that her 
hty only remembrance of you ſhould become the 
aoft prey of corruption. Ah you weep ! you are 
-ars moved! God has bleſſed my words! I have 
my finiſhed—do you begin now ! But this I muſt 
inſt tell you, had you bekeld this ſcene unmoved, 
re- I would have fired theſe piſtols through your 
erer head, and then ſurrendered myſelf up to 
tore juſtice. I have killed the murderer of my 


child, and of my grandchild, I would have 
fad ; condemn me if you can condemn 
me Ad 


The fight of the ſuffering female and the 
dead child, with the harſh language of the 
injured father, had made fo ſtrong an im- 


he wept bitterly, and inwardly curſed the 
: author 


preſſion on Wolfgang's ingenuous heart, that 
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author of all theſe ſorrows as fervently as the 


wretched parent himſelf. It was now his 


turn to ſpeak, for the old man was ſilent, and 
awaited his determination; but he was too 


much affected, at preſent, to attempt en- 


tering on the explanation neceſſary to his 


acquittal, and indeed felt that it would bein 
vain till the ſwooning female was recovered. 
For as it plainly appeared from the old man's 


diſcourſe that her ſeducer was not known 


either to him or his ſon, ſhe was conſe- 


- quently the only perſon who could, at once, 
ſet right this miſtake. As he began therefore 


to recover himſelf, and to reflect on what had 


paſſed, he waited anxiouſly for the moment 


when her returning ſenſes would enable her 


to ſee this error, and acknowledge his it inno- 


But this moment came not. Ys Torture 
and debilitated as ſhe had been by all her 


ſufferings, this unfortunate creature could 


not ret the account of her betrayer's 
73 bang 
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being walking arm in arm with another 
woman, at the very time when, according to 


awake to joy, to happineſs ! your deceiver 
weeps | he loves you ſtill ! How often, with 
the bare poſſibility of this being ſo, have I 
rouſed you from the ſtrongeſt ſwoon ! will 
you not revive at the certainty of it? (he 
ſeizes her hand) ; hear what your fond old 
father ſays to you! What is this? Her hand 
is ſtiff! cold! Clara! are you dead? {/ink- 
ing back) Ah ſhe is! by the Almighty God! 


ſhe is 1— 


nd her hopes and ideas, he was returning to her, Til 
too This laſt blow ſnapped the thread of life; 141 
en- and while her father was endeavouring to * 
his ſoften the heart of her ſeducer towards her, WH 
ein her ſoul was flown to a better world, there to ' $i 
red. receive a recompence for all its wrongs, 1 1 
an's | Th 
own The old man, who watched Wolfgang's | 3h 
nſe- emotions, and ſaw how earneſlly he looked at 1 
nce, his daughter, went up at laſt to her bed. ; 
fore «« Clara,” he ſaid, dear Clara, revive ! | 9 . 
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James, who had hitherto ſtood filent, now 
ſprang forwards, and raiſed the old man upon 
the bench ; then, with a countenance full of 
anxiety, he approached his ſiſter's bed, and, 
in a mournful tone, confirmed the old man's 
apprehenſions. A long and awful pauſe 
enſued ; the father and ſon, in deep deſpon- 
dency, felt themſelves deſtitute of all con- 
ſolation; and Wolfgang, full of anxiety as 
to what the iſſue of this affair might now be, 
ſought in vain for any hopes of its coming to 
a happy concluſion. The old man at laſt 
broke filence : like a honeſs, robbed of her 
young, he ſtarted up ſuddenly, and ſeized the 
trembling Wolfgang by the breaſt—* You 
have ſnatched her away from me!] You have 
killed her!“ he cried with a dreadful voice. | 
Are you omnipotent, then revive her again! 
but if you are not, then deſpair ! No! 
pray, pray, your hour is come! you mult 
be ſacrificed for my child ! I will not be an- 
ſwerable for your future wickedneſs ! will 


not ſuffer you to miſlead more daughters, to 
make 
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make more unhappy fathers! you mult die! 
Your father ſhall alſo feel what it is to have 
his deareſt hopes borne to the grave, to be, 
with one ſtroke, robbed of all the joy of lite! 
Why did he give exiſtence to ſuch a vil- 
lain 2” — | 1 


Wolfgang, who now perceived that ſilence 
would only aggravate his misfortune, who 
was conſcious of his innocence, and that, by 
an extraordinary accident, he was in danger 
of being made to expiate the fault of another, 
had now recourſe to entreaties. He con- 
jured the raving father to be calm for ſome 


minutes, and hear what he had to ſay; and, 


if he did not then find him quite innocent of 
this crime, he would willingly undergo the 
ignominious torture of the moſt dreadful 
death that could be inflicted on him. 


Old Man {ſeizing the piſtols again, and 
landing oppoſite to Wolfgang). © What can 
vou fay in your defence? How excuſe your 
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profligacy, your flight, and your filence ? 
Speak ! but woe to you if you do not adhere 
ſtrictly to the truth! The firſt lie that you 
utter, I will ſhoot you through the head, and 
you will certainly then go damned out of the 
world!“ | 


Wolfgang. © Only permit me to aſk 
ſome queſtions, and conſider them well be- 
fore, through a raſh deed, you make yourſelf 
and me unhappy. As I underſtand, from 
what has paſſed, you have never ſeen the ſe- 
ducer of your daughter ?” 


Old Man. No, I have never ſeen the 
"murderer of my daughter.“ 


Wolfgang. Has ſhe not often named 
him, often deſcribed his perſon to you?“ 


Old Man. © Oh often! but too often! 
He had black curling hair like your's; was 
like you, hypocritical and flattering; ſoft and 
ſmiling! 


elf 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 77 


ſmiling ; full of tenderneſs and love ; and 
yet with a heart, as black as his hair, full of 
tricks and wickednels.” 


Wolfgang. Sir, I conjure you, by the 


| foul of your deceaſed daughter, by your own 


hopes of falvation, to examine this affair ac- 
curately, to liſten to me patiently. I will 
lay before you undeniable, irrefutable proofs 
that you have miſtaken me; that 1 am quite 
innocent of the death of your child ; that, 
God be eternally thanked ! no ſuch crime 
opprefles my conſcience! Jam a foreigner, 
who 25 


Old Man (furiouſly). How! do you deny 
the fact ? You would avail yourſelf of the 
circumſtance of my not perſonaliy knowing 
you! Would turn the death of my child to your 
advantage! Would diſown this deed, perhaps, 
toperpetrate future crimes of the ſame kind ! 


Ah! ſuch an attempt is yet more ſhameful 
than her murder! Tbis is your repentance ! 
This the reaſon of the hypocritical tears with 

'23 which 


* 
nn 


7 «+ 
* 2 


1 3 ane = 


9 2 ” 1 my pe 9” — 1 * 1 e 
— n n e 
as — £425.00. 9 i Ze a 
D . ron nn erent Hd A —— — 232 W „ 4 er 1 
* —— = Do. * .. 5 4 - 4 — * CY 
wy 5 5 4 , ” + „ w as 222 2 3 * T - £ * 
a TO a Ne D e 
A 4 — 2 — s 4 os Py. a A 0 * 9 
>, = S. = 3 8 r . 
MES © be. 2 t 3 . the 6 x- 
= | * 


e 
1 RES 
7 1 


78 THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 


which you endeavoured to move my com- 
paſſion!“ 


Wolfgang, © For God's fake ! only 
liſten to me, only 1 


Old Man (more furiouſly). © No! com- 
paſſion were here a mY die, profligate vil- 
lain! and try if you can alſo deceive the 
Almighty !” 


As he ſaid this, he fired a piſtol at Wolf- 
pang, but as he trembled extremely, both 
from age and paſſion, the ball only paſſed PF 
his head without hitting him. 


Self-defence and preſervation are me- 
chanical. Every one who falls, without 
knowing it, puts his hands before his face, 
as in the greateſt danger of being injured by 
the fall; and every one who is attacked, en- 
deavours to defend himſelf on the ſame 
mechanical principle. When the old man, 
| therefore, 


y 


zut 


me 


all, 


DIC, 
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therefore, aimed the ſecond piſtol at Wolt- 
gang, the latter ſeized his arm, and ſtruggled 
with him for it. James haſtened to the 


aſſiſtance of his father, and, at this moment, 


the piſtol went off, and ſhot him through the 
head, as he was bending forward to lay hold 
of Wolfgang's arm. 

a 


James fell inſtantly, and, in his fall, ex- 


tinguiſhed the light which ſtood by Clara's 
corple. 
down 1n the ſcuffle; and, not knowing that 
he had killed his ſon, he called to him for 
help, and raved with the greateſt deſpe- 
ration, 


Wolfgang, who merely wiſhed to ſave his 
life, not revenge himſelf, took this oppor- 
tunity of trying to make his eſcape. He 
had reached the door juſt as it was opened, 
in a great hurry, by a peaſant who lived in 
the ſame cottage, and who now came in with 
his ſervants on the alarm of hearing the 
piſtols, with a firebrand, by way of light, in 

kd - Ka 


The old man had been thrown 
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bis hand, They forced Wolfgang back; and 
ſeeing James in the agonies of death, and 
the old man ſtruggling upon the ground, 
raving with all the trenzy of deſpair on the 
2urder of his child, it is no wonder that 
they took the former for the perpetrator of 
this deed, and, without liſtening to his ex- 
cules, bound him, and dragged him out of the 
houſe directly. They threw him down in 
the yard, and one of the ſervants was leit to 
watch him, while the others returned into 
the room to the aſſiſtance of thoſe within. 


After a ſhort interval, the peaſant came 
out again, and ordered his ſervant to make 
haſte, and put the horſes to the waggon, and 
carry the murderer before the Juſtice imme- 
diately. He ſtood guard himſeit while the 
ſervant went to execute this order; and 
though Wolfgang earneſtly endeavoured to 
prove his innocence to him, his proofs made 
not the leaſt impreſſion on the peaſant. 
« Defend yourſelf as you can before the 
Juſtice,” he ſaid; © it is of no uſe your doing 

it 


himſelf, now entreated that they would carry 


\ 
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it to me. But it will be a hard matter for 
you to prove your innocence there. The 
wounded man is already dead; the old man 
lies in the laſt extremity, and will, ſoon be 
dead allo. How git is with the daughter 1 
do not know yet myſelf, but probably not 
much better, tor ſhe is as cold as ice, and as 
ſtiffas a board, It is very poſſible that you 
may have the lives of all theſe to anſwer. for! 
I would not take one of them on my con- 
ſcience !” | 


Wolfzang, who ſhuddered as much at 
this account as the good-hearted peaſant 


him either to the Baron von Tiefeathal, or 
the Counteſs von M——, *<©+ Both know 
me,” he added, © and both will atteſt. my 
innocence.” 


« Tell all this to our Juſtice,” ſaid the 
peaſant ; if he believes what you fay, it is no 
concern of mine; I have fulfilled my duty, 
and waſh my hands of it. But you may beſure 

E 5 _ that 
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that I ſhall openly witneſs againſt you what I 
ſaw and heard. It is deteſtable to murder 
any man, but it 1s doubly deteſtableand cruel 
to murder ſuch excellent people; and if you 
are the ſtray bird, whom the unhappy young 
creature ſought for ſo earneſtly, the Lord 
be merciful to your poor ſoul! You will 
then certainly be damned ; for the favour of 
the great is not current in heaven; the no- 
bleman reckons for no more than the peaſant 
there.“ 


With 1uch very poor conſolation the 
cottager entertained his priſoner till the 
ſervant had put the horſes to the waggon. 
Wolfgang begged that if they would not 
quite undo the cords with which he was 
bound, they would, at leaſt, looſen them a 
little, as they obſtructed the circulation of the 
blood, and occaſioned him almolt intolerable 
pain. But his petition was not attended to; 
they threw him into the waggon, and the 
ſervant ſet off with it directly. 
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ll J 
f CHAP. VI. 


\ \/ OLFGANG'S fituation grew worſe. 


every moment; for the cautious peaſant had 


ſwathed him with cords till the blood was 


and ſeveral voices plainlycall, « Hold ! Hold !” 


horſemen, one of whom held the waggoner 


vou * 


— awe 
ä 


almoſt ſtagnated throughout his whole body. 
ot He lay nearly ſenſeleſs in the waggon, when 
he all at once heard a great noiſe about him, 


He looked up, and perceived a number of 
by his coat, and aſked who he was carrying. 
A murderer,”” anſwered the man; do 


not detain me, for it may be the worſe for. . 


E 6 A Horſe- 
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A Horſeman. The worle for us, raſcal | 
take care that it is not the worſe for you!“ 


A ſtroke, with a naked ſabre, cleft tho 
waggoner's head, and he fell dead from the 
horſe. Well done,” cried a voice from 
amongſt the crowd which thronged avout 
the waggon, the fellow muſt die, or he 
might betray us!“ 


— 


ſecond Horſeman. Let us not, with 
our too great caution, forget the priſoner! 
1 will wager that the fellows have laced him 
io together, he can ſcarcely breathe.” 


A third Horſeman. © It muſt certainly 
be ſo, or elſe he would, at leaſt, have 
ipoken.”” | 


Some of them now raiſed the benumbed 
Wolfgang, unticd his bands, and placed bim 
in the ſtraw, of which there was abundance 
in the waggon. | 


A Horſemial. 


rtainly 
„ have 


umbed 
ed him 
ndance 


or feral, 


the frontiers, and ſtop at the oak. 
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A Horſeman. 


*« How are you now?“ 


Wolfgang. © Something better.” 
Horſeman. *© You anſwer damned weakly 


though ; the amendment can be but juſt 
beginning. Anxiety and fear, before the 
Juſtice, may have had a ſtrong effect on you. 
But you might have relied boldly on our 
aſſiſtance.” 


A ſecond Horſeman. © The devil fellow, 
do not talk ſo long! recollect that we are not 
Judges ! Hollman, do you get upon the 
horſe, for he 1s not able to ride yet. Goon 
as faſt as you can, that you may be ſoon over 
We ſhall 
expect you there, or at leaſt not be far be- 


hind.” 


Hollman got upon the horſe, and threw 
« Therqg,” ſadbe 


his mantle to Wolfgang. 


cc 


wrap yourſelf in that, and fleep away your 
tear ; for when we get home, you muſt be 


jovial. 
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jovial. We hare all reſolved to drink your 


health to night.” He now gave the horſes 
a whip, and drove on to the left. The troop 
of horſemen followed them at firit, and after- 
wards took another route.. 


To deſcribe Wolfgang's feelings is impoſ- 


fible. Of all the enigmatical occurrences 
which had befallen him for the laft two days, 
the dreadful incidents at the cottage, and his 
preſent extraordinary deliverance appeared 
to him the moſt ſo ; and though he could 


only ſuppoſe, as in the former inſtance, that 
they originated in miſtake, he perplexed. 


himſelf in vain to find out from whence theſe 
miſtakes could ariſe, and became ſo confuſed 
with a multiplicity of conjectures on the 


ſubje&, that he lay, for ſome time, like a 
perſon in a dream. But, as his blood began 


to circulate again freely, and reſtored the 


full powers of his underſtanding, he gradu- 


ally loſt the recollection of his paſt, in the 
examination of his preſent. ſituation; and, 


from the ſingular diſcourſe and behaviour of 
his 
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his deliverers, he ſoon concluded that he 
was not in very good company. At firſt he 
reſolved to enter 1nto converſation with his 
driver; but when he conſidered that, by this 
means, they might eaſily diſcover their error 
reſpefting himſelf, and that this man might 
not be pleaſed fo find he was carrying an 
entire ſtranger, he thought it beſt to be 
filent. Reflecting then on the fate of the 
poor ſervant, and the indifference with which 
le was murdered, he believed, not without 
reaſon, that the end of this adventure was to 
be dreaded, and therefore determined, while 
it was poflible, to make his eſcape. 


As he made this reſolution, they were 


going up a fleep, woody hill. It was fo 
dark that Wolfgang could ſee neither the 
horſes nor driver; and taking advantage of this 
lavourable obſcurity, he crept ſlowly and 
llently out of the waggon. They were then 
at the top of the hill, and to his great joy the 
man drove on very faſt. 

Alone, 
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Alone, and without any knowledge of the 
country, Wolfgang ſtood, for ſome time, un- 
decided what courle to purſue. At firlt he 
thought ot going back to a village at the 
bottom of the hill, through which they had 
paſſed; but then recollecting that the horſe- 
men might be behind, whom he by no means 
wiſhed to meet, he gave up that idea, and 
ſought for a bye-way, which might carry 
him in ſecurity, either to the right or left of 
the road. After groping forwards for a little 
while, he ſaw, notwithſtanding the darkneſs, 
a road ↄpen to the left, upon which he walked 
forwards as faſt as poſſible. This became 
gradually narrower, and was ſo ſteep and 
rugged that poor Wolfgang laid down at laſt 
quite tired, glad rather to await the return 


of day there, than to go on any farther in 


ſuch uncertainty. 


He ſoon fell aſleep, and did not awake 
again till the ſun was riſen, and gave him an 
opportunity of examining his new lodging, 


which was in a craggy dell amidſt ſome high 
rocks 
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rocks, from whence, in the dark, he muſt 
have vainly endeavoured to find his way out. 
After clambering about now for a conſider- 
able time, he came to a kind of path which 
led him from this rocky vale into one of a 
far more agreeable nature. A beautiful mea- 
dow, enamelled with flowers, and ſurrounded 
by a thick wodd, lay before him; and the 
lowing of a little herd of cattle, which was 
orazing not far off, gave him hopes that he 
was near ſome inhabited place. Still trem- 
bling from the yeſterday's adventure, he 
wiſhed firſt to ſee ſomething of the inhabit- 
ants of this valley from a diſtance before 
he ventured amongſt them, and with this 
view ſtood for ſome time under a tree; but 
as he ſaw no living creatures -beſides the 
herd, which could not at all fatisfy his curi- 
oſity, he ventured at laſt to go on, and ſoon 
came in ſight of a ſmall neat cottage. Agi- 
tated between hopes and fears, he went 
thither, wrapped in his mantle, and knocked 
at the door, wiſhing to obtain there both 
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the means of ſatisfying his hunger, and a 
guide to conduct him on his way. 


After repeated knocking, an old woman 
came to the door, and aſked him, in a very 
rough manner, why he knocked ſo violently, 
and what he wanted there ? 


Wolfgang, © Dear mother, I loſt my- 
ſelf yeſterday in this ſolitary country. I 
flept laſt night in the wood. I do not 
know my way, and ſeek now for a guide 
who may conduct me again to the road.” 


Old Woman (in a milder tone.) © Step in 


here for a little while. When I have cooked 


my porridge, I will be your conductor my- 
felt,” 


Wolfgang followed her joyfully into a 
neat little room, the walls of which were 
hung with very pretty prints, and altogether 
gave him the idea that it could not belong to 
a quite common poſſeſſor. He had juſt ac- 

| cepted 


d a 


were 
ether 


pted 
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cepted the chair which was offered him, as 
| he ſaw, in one corner of the room, a young 
| maiden in a neat peaſant's dreſs, who was 


combing out her long hair, and did not ap- 
pear to concern hertelf with the entrance of 


a ſtranger. Make haſte, and get yourſelf 


ready,” ſaid the old woman to her, and then 
went out to cook her porridge. The 
maiden now finiſhed her employment, 
plaited up her hair, and turned round to 
their gueſt, 


« Good morning, Sir,” ſhe ſaid, ſmiling; 
« from whence comeſt thou ſo early ?” It 
ſeemed to Wolfgang as if he had heard this 
voice before. He looked at her, ard his 
ſurpriſe was excited to the higheſt degree; 
tor not only her voice, but her face, her 
whole figure, her manner, were perfectly like 
the Counteſs von M, with whom he 
was walking the evening before. Doubting, 
however, the poſſibility of finding her heres 
he looked at the maiden again, and the re- 
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his doubts began to give way to the evidence 
of his eyes; and he was juſt going to aſk her 
by what miracle ſhe was there, and in that 
_ drels, as the old woman came in with a bow! 
of porridge, and interrupted his intended 
queſtions. 


Old Woman (to the Maiden.) Are you 
ready at laſt ?!—Come, eat a few ſpoonful; 
quickly, and go out; it is ligh time.” 


. 0 


Maiden [ ſetting herſelf to the table. 
6 He will not come ſo early.“ 

Old Woman. © You ſpeak as you think.“ — 
(To Woltgang) * Sir, if you have a mind to 
eat a few ſpoonful-, pray ſeat yourſelf with- ! 
out any ceremony.” 3 


Wolfgang accepted her invitation in. 
ſilence, and continued looking ſtedfaſtly at b 
the maiden, whoſe likeneſs to the Countess fr 
increaſed on him, till he thought it certainy Ml. 
muſt be her; but to his great aſtoniſhment the 
did not appear at all to know him. The old 
| Woman 
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woman in the meantime helped him to ſome 
porridge, and begged him not to be afraid 
to cat. >. ; | 


Old Woman (to the Maiden, } © I beg, 
above all things, that you will make haſte, 
and do not forget a word of what you have 
been taught, for it is all of importance. Are 
you ſure you are perfect in it?“ 


Maiden. © O yes, quite ſure; I can re- 
peat it as perfectly as the Lord's prayer.“ 


Old Woman. © Let us try. What will 


yon do when you ſee him coming up the 
path?“ 


Maiden. ©. T will ariſe, and go towards 
bim, and ſay, Good morning, Mr. Wolfgang, 


from whence comeſt thou ſo early?“ 


O0 Woman, © And if he ſhould aſk, 
bow you come to know his name?“ 


Maiden, 
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Maiden. O dear, Sir, I ſhall ay, ] 
know thee better than thou thinkeſt. 
Doſt thou not come from Savoy ? dof 
thou not deal in mouſe-traps and hatchels?” 


Old Woman. © And if he ſhould ſx, 
how come you to know that?“ 


Maiden. © Then 1 hall anſwer, my 
mother has told me every thing; and if thou iſ © 
wouldſt know, Sir, of whom ſhe learnt it, N ca 
go with me to her; ſhe lives down here in I mi 
the valley.“ 


Old Woman. © But if he ſhould ſay, . 
My good child, IJ have not time at preſent; 
I muſt go farther ?” 


Maiden. Then I will ſpeak kindly to he 
him, and entreat him, till he ſhall at laſ 


conſent. Leave that to my care ; come he 
certainly ſhall if he poſſeſſes the leaſt ſenſ · e 
bility, and if he ſhould pleaſe me,” 


Oli 
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Od Woman, © Pleaſe, or not pleaſe you, 
that ſignifies nothing! Remember that 
your's and your mother's happinels depends 
on it.“ 


y, | 
cell, 


doſt 


Is?” 


Maiden, © Very right; but yet he muſt 
pleaſe me, or elſe I will not bring him.“ 
; z 
oo Old Woman. © Wicked child! do you 
thou call that honouring your parents? do you 
nt it, call that obeying them? if you will not 
- i mind any thing elſe, remember the fifth 
commandment,” 


ſay, 


Maiden. Well, well! I will think of 
| lay, . x ; 
it, In the meanwhile, adieu.” 
ſent ; 
Old Woman. Good luck to you ! good 


ay te neck 55 


t laſt 


me he 
ſenſi· 


The maiden took a little baſket of cherries 
upon her arm, and went out without even 
booking at Wolfgang; whoſe aſtoniſhment, 
during this converſation, had exceeded all that 


he 
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he had felt before, and by no effort of his 
underſtanding could he form any conjecture 
that ſeemed plauſible enough to elucidate 


this myſtery. The teſtimony of his ſenſes | 
almoſt convinced him that the maiden, who 
had juſt left the room, was the Counteſi : 
von M-——, with whom he had been walk- |, 
ing the preceding evening, and from whom Y 
he was ſo unpleatantly ſeparated ; and the 
ſight of her rekindled in his boſom the pal: 2 
ſion he then felt for her, and which the un— 
fortunate adventure of the night had ſup- is 
prefled, but not extinguiſhed. Several time * 
he was about to aſk her the reaſon of her being 10 
there, and in ſo different a dreſs; but her not ® 
_ appearing to know him, and her generally in- * 
different and even repulſive behaviour to- * 
ward; him checked this inclination. 5 


As he ſtill farther revolved in his mind I 
the ſtrange circumſtances of the Countes He 
being there in that dreſs ; being ſent out to Witc] 
watch for him, and invite him thither; of and « 


her behaving ſo kindly to him the daf 
before, 
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before, and now, as if ſhe did not know him; 
of how they Knew that he would come that 
way; and how he, a poor Savoyard, could 


is 
re 


ue be of any importance to their happineſs, he 
les became more and more perplexed. Unable 
* to ſolve this in any other way, he began at 
els 


laſt to think that he was puriued by ſoine 
ho:tile enchantęer, who by his delufions 


brought him into all theſe unaccountable 
adventures. 


Uk- 
zom 

the 
pal- 
un- 


{up- 


Some old romances, in which he had 
learnt to read, had rather given him a turn 


A for the marvellous ; and his heated imagina- 
being tion repreſented the probability of this, till 
not I pe felt ſatisfied that all which had befallen him 
ly * vas the effect of ſorcery, and he ſat in the 
r to- 


utmoſt anxiety, expecting new wonders to 
aſe every moment. 


*. In the meanwhile the old woman, whoſe 
* lice nearly reſembled the phy ſiognomy of a 
but 10 | 


witch, as they are deſcribed in Feenmirchen, 
ud other romances of the kind, was ſetting 


F the 


* of 
day 
\efoIc 
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the room in order. . Wolfgang, who exa- 
mined her accurately during this time, took 
her for the wife of the ſorcerer, and had juſt 
reſolved to be on his guard againſt her, as ſhe 
had finiſhed her buſineſs, and came towards 
him. 


Old Woman, © When do you wiſh to 


go, Sir, and to what road ſhall I conduct 


you dy 


Wolfgang. © To whichever my perſecu- 
tors have determined on. But, however 
they may attempt to delude me, I hope to 
God, that with his aſſiſtance, I ſhall happily 


overcome all temptation,” 


Old Woman (flepping back frightened.) 


« Heaven protect me, the man is mad!“ 


Wolfgang. ** Not mad, but perhaps 
enchanted! But I ain under God's protec- 
tion, and no one ſhall prevail againſt me!“ 


» | As 
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As he ſaid this with great emphaſis, the 


old woman thought it beſt to make her 


eſcape, for the believed him to be either a 
madman or a villain, who, under that de- 
ception, came to rob and murder her. She 
went backwards to the door, and as ſoon as 


ſhe had reached it, ſprung out in a great 
hurry. 8 


4 
Wolfgang was ſtill more confirmed in his 
opinion by her flight, and rejoiced exceed- 
ingly that he had, in this manner, avoided 
all farther temptation. Reſolved not to ſtay 
any longer 1n this houſe, he went to the 


door; but the cautious old woman had 


locked it, and was gone to a neighbour for 
aſſiſtance. The faſtened door, however, was 
not fo formidable as ſhe was; and, after croſ- 
ling and bleſſing himſelf ſeveral times, he en- 
deavoured to get it off the hinges, but not- 
withſtanding his adjurations, and his labour, 
he was foiled in this attempt. Determined, 
nevertheleſs, not to remain here, he got out 
of the window, and ran forwards. He had 


F 2 ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely reached the wood, when he ſaw the 
od woman and two peaſants going to the 
houſe. At this ſight he redoubled his ſpeed, 
and darted into the thickeſt part of it, where 
he was at laſt ſo fortunate as to find a foot- 
path, which led him through a valley and 
then up a high hill; and here he once more 
loſt all traces of any human beings, 
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CHAP. vl. 


AFTER walking till he was quite faint 
and tired, Wolfgang pauſed, and took off the 
mantle given him in the night by the horſe- 
man who drove the waggon, and which he 
had from that time kept wrapped about 
him, and folding it up, carried it under his 
arm. By the height of the ſun and his ex- 
treme hunger, he gueſſed it muſt be about 
noon, as he came to a more open part of 
the wood, whica he judged to be near the 
end of it, and going on with renewed alacrity 
at this proſpect, he ſoon arrived at its ter- 
mination, The joy which this at firſt gave 
F 3 him, 
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him, was of ſhort duration ; for on looking 
down a valley directly before him, he per- 
cerved, to his utter diſinay, that he was op- 
poſite the ſame houſe from whence he had 
eſcaped that morning. Firmly convinced 
now that he was enchanted, and conſtrained 
by the art of the old woman to return to 
this place, he had almoſt reſolved to reſign 
himſelf quietly to a fate which ſeemed una- 
voidable, as he heard a noiſe not far from 
him; and giving way mechanically to his 
fear, he ſprung into the thicket, and con- 
cealed himſelf under a buſh. He diſtin- 
guiſhed the ſound of footſteps very plainly, 
and looking ſtedfaſtly towards the quarter 
from whence they came, to his great aſtoniſh- 
ment ſaw the Counteſs von M—— ap- 
proaching, dreſſed as a lady. She was read- 
ing, and walked flowly, followed by two ſer- 
vants, one of whom he immediately recol- 
lected as aſſiſting to put him into the car- 


riage the day before. A little dog, which 


was running after her, coming up to his 
hiding- place, began barking ſo violently that 
| the 


g_— |” 183 as 
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the Counteſs took notice of it, and ſtopping, 
ordered one of the ſervants to ſee what oc- 
caſioned his making ſuch a noiſe. Poor 
Wolfgang was now ſoon diſcovered lying, 
drawn together into the ſmalleſt poſſible 
compals ; and, like a hare when it is ſurpriſed, 
ſitting, looking at the dog, not knowing 
which way tb fly; and the man returned 
to his miſtreſs with the information, that 
the foreign gentleman, who was with her 


yeſterday, lay not far off under a buſh. 


« How, the Signor here!“ cried out the 
Lady, and tried to make her way towards 1 
him. Now or never; you muſt fly the en- ii . 
chantreſs, thought Wolfgang, and choſe the 1 
former. As he heard her drawing near, he 
therefore ſtarted up, and ran into the thicket. 
The notle that he made betrayed his flight 
to the Counteſs, who called very carne ſtly 
after him, Stop, Signor! only hear me! 
I have ſomething very important to ſay to 
you. Indeed I will not aſk you what you 
were doing here! But all her entreaties to 
"PS © him 
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him to ſtop, had no other effect than to 
increaſe his impatience to get away. 


As long as I can eſcape this Syren's voice 
by flying, thought he, it is happy for me, 
while he aſſiduouſly endeavoured - to pet 
through the underwoutl. His purpole was 
ſoon anſwered, for the Counteſs was not 
able to follow him, as her clothes hung in 
the buſhes ; and before ſhe could diſengage 
them, he was out of her ſight, and toon alſo 
out of the ſound of her voice. He arrived 
at laſt, quite fatigued, at the foot of a high 
hill, which he muſt either paſs over, or re- 
turn through the wood : his fear decided 
for the former, but his extreme wearine(s 
induced him to reſt a little before he com- 
menced this arduous undertaking. 


He had wrapped himſelf again in his man- 
tie, and laid down in hopes of getting to ſleep, 
as the approach of iomebody diſturbed and 
alarined him. He looked up with anxiety, 
and ſaw, to his utter amazement, that it 
was 
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was the Counteſs von M——, as he had 
ſeen her in the morning at the old woman's, 
in her peaſant's dreſs, and with the baſket on 
her arm. Though he crept cloſe to the hill, 
(for he was unable to fly) it was impoſſible 
but that ſhe muſt fee him, as ſhe came along 
afootpath, which he had not perceived before, 
directly oppoſite to where he lay. She ſtared 
at him, and ſtood ſtill in apparent irreſolu- 
tion. In order to conceal her embarraſſ- 
ment, ſhe began to tie her ſhoe-ribbon, which 
had got looſe, and glanced fideways at 
Wolfgang, as he ſtood there in his mantle 
like a ſtatue. He had now an opportunity 
of ſeeing one of the prettieſt feet in the 
world; but he. purpoſely turned afide his 
head, to avoid, as he believed, a temptation 
thrown in his way by the devil. 


When ſhe had tied her ſhoe, ſhe ſurveyed 
lim attentively, but did not dare to advance; 
ad he was ſtill filent, but involuntarily 
ole a look every now and then at this 
Carming creature. At Jaſt ſhe began to 
| F 5 ſpeak, 
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ſpeak. * Sir,” ſhe ſaid, timidly, and came 
two ſteps nearer to him, I hope I have 
nothing to fear from thee. I am haſtening 
home, for my mother is certainly expecting 
me with impatience, and I entreat thee not 
to prevent my going.“ 


Wolfgang. © Go, in God's name! I do 
not defire your company ! But do not betray 
me. And if you have any compaſſion for 
the unfortunate, tell me the neareſt way out 
of this place.” 


She now took courage, and darted by him 
as quick as an arrow. When ſhe was about 
three ſteps from him, ſhe turned about, and 
ſaid, „Sir, if thou art the unhappy mur- 
derer whom they have been ſeeking for to- 
day in the wood, fly directly over the fron- 
tiers; go up the hill to the right, and 
ftraight down from thence thou wilt find 
the way, and mayſt get there before night.” 
Having ſaid this, ſhe ſoon vaniſhed, and left 


him in the greateſt confuſion. 
Nothing 
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Nothing was really more probable than 


that he was taken for a murderer, and pur- 
” ſued as ſuch ; yet it ſeemed much more pro- 
ng bable to him that this caution was only 
of the deceit of the ſorcereſs, who, by means of 
her colleague, wanted to frighten him into 
following the path to the right, that he 
go might come again to her dwelling, and at 
ray aft fall into her ſnare. He reſolved there- 
Fo fore to continue his courſe to the left, and 
out I ntber to remain all night undera tree—rather 
to die for want of refreſhments, than to go 
any more into that neighbourhood ; and ex- 
him Mtg all his ſtrength, he began to climb 
bout tte hill. After much labour he arrived at 
_= the ſummit of it, from whence he overlooked 
mur- Ie whole country, and ſaw at his feet a 
2 arge village, towards which he went, re- 
fon ched there to enquire his way to the Baron 
and n Tiefenthal's, and if poſſible to obtain 
6nd Nom him his paſſport, his clothes, and his 
ght. s, and then for ever leave a country in 
left hich he thought the welfare of his ſoul 
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Near him as the vulage appeared to lie, 
owing to his fatigue, and accidentally taking 
the longeſt way, he did not get there till the 
evening. Wrapt in his mantle, and with- 
out a hat, for he had loſt that he knew not 
where the night before, he went into the 
alchoule of the village, and ſeating himſelf 
at the neareſt table, aſked for a glaſs of beer 
and a bit of bread. The hoſt, an unwieldy 
corpulent man, who was ſitting in an old 
arm-chair, was the only perſon in the room, 
and he let him aſk two or three times betore 
he went out to fetch what he defired. At 
laſt he brought the refreſhment ſo much 
wanted by Wolfgang, who ate and drank 
heartily, without obſerving that the hoſt 
ſtood by examining him very narrowly.-- 
% From whence come you thus alone?“ faid 
he, after ſome time; and which way are 
you going ?” 


Wolfgang (ſomewhat confuſed, but ſoon fe- 
covering himſelf.) * come from Nurem— 
6 berg 


lie, 
ing 
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eldy 
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berg, and am going to the Baron von Tie- 


fenthal's, whom perhaps you may know.“ 


Hof. O yes, I know him very well ; 
his Caſtle lies about eight or nine miles from 
hence.” - 

; 

Wolfgang (much rejoiced at this anſwer.) 
« I loſt myſelf in the wood early this morn- 
ing, and for a long time ſought my way out 
of it in vain, till by good luck I found the 
path to this village. Will you procure me 
a guide, who may conduct me to-morrow to 
the Baron von Tiefenthal's caſtle?“ 


May be ſo,” ſaid the hoſt, very phlegm- 
atically, and went out of the room. Two 
very ſtout ſervants ſoon came in, and ſeated 
themſelves oppoſite to Wolfgang, who be- 
gan to forget the miſery that he had en- 
dured in the reliſh of his bread and beer, 
and the hopes of ſeeing the Baron von Tie- 
tenthal again, of whoſe exiſtence, on the 
evidence of the hoſt, he no longer doubted. 


Then, 
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Then, thought he, I ſhall put on my jacket 
once more, and joyfully quit this enchanted 
country.“ 
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fore the hoſt returned with ſome companions. 
One of them, who had fetters in his hand, 
and the two ſervants, drew near to Wolfgang. 
« Sir,” ſaid this man, will you yield your- 
ſelf a priſoner, or muſt we ſeize and bind 
you by force? But I can tell you that re- 
ſiſtance will be of no ſervice to you, for care 
is taken that you ſhall neither elude nor 
overpower us; chuſe the prudent part there- 
fore, and ſubmit quietly to be fettered.“ 


Wolfgang's ſurpriſe at this ſpeech may be 
eaſily imagined. *© I ſhall not make any 
reſiſtance,” he ſaid ; do with me what you 
will, but I am innocent.” 


« That may poſſibly be,” anſwered the 
hoſt ; “but probable it certainly is not. 
The mantle, which the gentleman has about 
him, 


Scarcely had this paſſed in his mind, be. 
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him, was ſtolen from me, together with 
many other things and ſome money, laſt 
week ; and whoever has that, moſt likely 
knows ſomething of the reſt of the property. 


If the gentleman can but give an account of 


whom he bought 1t, or how elſe he came by 
it, after duly examining his evidence, we 
will give the gentleman no farther trouble, 
but leave him to go peaceably on his 


99 


way. 


« Yes, if the gentleman can do this,” 
{aid the man with the fetters, „1 ſhall on 
no account put on the irons. Come, Sir, 
ſpeak out, where had you the mantle ?” 


Wolfgang (in great confufion.) © This 
mantle? I found it to-day—to-day, upon 
the road.“ 


Hoſt, © Aha! the old ſtory! the com- 
mon cry of all rogues when they are taken 
with ſtolen goods! | Neighbour, put on the 
irons, Our Juſticiary will ſoon force him to 
confeſſion. 
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confeſſion. I hope, with God's aſſiſtance, 
to get back all ] have loſt.” 


I with you may with all my heart,” 
anſwered the man with the irons, as he 
faſtened them on to Wolfgang's feet, who be- 
came contented with his new ſituation, be- 
cauſe he hoped to prove his innocence 
before the Juſticiary, and to be delivered at 
laſt from the perpetually renewed perplexi- 
ties, and the eternal anxieties in which he 
was involved. But as they took off the 
mantle, and all at once cried out, “ Hea- 
vens | this is the murderer who was ſought 
for ſo aſſiduouſly in the morning! every 
thing anſwers to the deſcription of him! 
the ſame clothes—the ſame hair—the ſame 
face! his courage failed, and he began to 
weep aloud. —< God!“ he exclaiined, © in 
what miſery, in what ſorrow, ſhall I, though 


guiltleſs, be plunged! 


The bye-ſtanders were unmoved by bis 
diſtreſs.— Had you,” ſaid one of them, 
thought 
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« thought of what you were about before- 
hand, you might have been ſpared your ſighs 
and tears. But theſe waſh out no blood ; 
taat can only be atoned by blood.“ 


Amidf theſe comfortable remarks, Wolf- 
gang's hands were bound behind his back, 
ntwithſtaading his entreaties againſt it, and 
bis aſſurances that he would not fly; and 
then all preſent held a council, how they 
could moſt expeditiouſly convey this dan- 
gerous thief and murderer to priſon while 
it was light, that he might not again mur- 
der his conductors, and eſcape as he had 
- done the day before. 


y Every word of this converſation added to 
2 Wolfgang's grief and deſpair. He had been 
me onſoled all day by the firm belief that theſe 
to ecrible adventures had not actually hap- 
oh pened, but were only an illuſion; and this 


is now entirely deſtroyed, as he heard from 
ery mouth a confirmation of the dreadful 


that 


uſtory, One lingering hope ſtill remained 
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that this might be a new deluſion ; but this 
gradually forſook him, as they threw him 
bound into a waggon, ſurrounded by above 
a dozen armed men, who threatened to ſhoot 
him if he attempted to ſtir, and was com- 
pletely annihilated, ns at laſt, aſter a ride of 
two hours, he was lifted from the waggon, 
and carried into a daik cave, the door of 


which was cloſed after him, and carefully 


locked. 
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CHAP. vin. 


\V OLFGANG lay weeping upon the 
dd damp earth, bemoaning his misfortunes 
nd proteſting his innocence in vain ; for no 
ne was near to hear and anſwer him. The 
bofſy walls indeed re-echoed his ſighs, but 
bs afforded him very 1 ttle conſolation. 
ir better than that was the ſucceſs of his 
brts to ſet his hands at liberty. The cord, 
ith which they were bound, was accidently 
nened in the waggon, and the negligent 


ey that even with the uſe of his hands, 
could not force his way through the two 


tendants had not examined it, as they well 
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ſituation by this means ſomewhat leſs ick. 


cave, and varied frequently in the found 
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iron doors which guarded the entrance of the 
cave. He was thus able to wind them ora. 
duaily out of their bonds, and render his 


ſome. 


Though he had a hard bed, yet he had a 


quiet conſcience; and thus, in conſequences 


extreme bodily fatigue, he ſoon fell aſleep, N 
About midnight he was awakened by a kind pelt 
of dull continued knocking; and, ſtarting up kin 
ſtill confuſed with ſtupor, he rubbed his eye han 
to ſee from whence this proceeded, but u lon 


the darkneſs which ſurrounded him ke cou ahi 


diſtinguiſh nothing, and awaited, in tem Ane 
bling ſilence, the event of this noiſe, whit yea 


ſeemed to iſſue from the farther part of H had 


| Wer 
Notwithſtanding his being unable to ſe or 
tear kept his eyes turned towards this Pe by 


when, all at once, he heard a loud crach lit] 
and ſaw a ſudden ray of light which fell , bir 
the oppoſite wall; and after the noile e 
ſomething falling, as if not far from him, th 

| liph 


him 
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labt increaſed, and by degrees illuminated 
f the the whole cave. His hair now ſtood an end, 
gra. and he would have moved from the place 
r his vbere he lay, but all his faculties were cen- 
 Ik-Micrcd in his ears and eyes; he was otherwiſe 
paralyfiſed with terror, and had not the power 
to ſtir. 


hed 4 
nce o 
ſleep, 
2 kin 
Ng uf 


4 
A tall black man now came down into 


the cave, almoſt cloſe to Wolfgang, with a 
belt acroſs his ſhoulder, marked with ſeveral 
kinds of necromantic figures. In his right 
hand he carried a lighted torch, in his leſt a 
long ſtaff, and under his arm he had a roll of 
white cloth which he laid upon the ground, 
Another man ſoon followed him, who ap- 
wh reared to be dreſſed entirely in white, and 
had ſome tools in his hands; but what they 
were Wolfgang was not able to diſcriminate, 
bor he was nearly deprived cf all his ſenſes 
by this unexpected appearance. With the 
little ſtrength he had remaining, he raiſed 
bimſelf from the ground, and, with an agi- 
lated and horrible voice, cried out, All 
good 
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good ſpirits praile God!“ Scarcely had hi \ 
uttered theſe words, before the torch feli 00 
from the ſorcerer's hand, and he, and the and 
other man vaniſhed directly. the 
his 
The torch continued burning, and as be. 


Wolfgang came, by degrees, to the uſe of his: 5; 
ſenſes, it occurred to him that light was bet- the 
ter than darkneſs; for terror increaſed with cy 
the latter, and lefſened with the former. He gor 
therefore mechanically ſeized it, and trem · N ope 
bling, ſurveyed his dwelling. At his feet lay ext 
the bundle, and near it a pickaxe and ſhovel He 
which the ſorcerer and his companion had wal 
left behind them. In looking carefully about M the 
to ſee if they were hidden there, he ſaw the live 
opening which they had made, and through Bci 
that the ſtarry ſky and the moon, whoſe rays} dl: 
then fell upon him. At this fight the love WM fou 
of freedom, prevalent in every man, but molt il co: 
in the impriſoned man, baniſhed all terror 
from the heart of Wolfgang, and he thought 
only of being at liberty. 
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Without knowing the contents of it, he 
took the roll of white cloth under his arm, 
ad did not foi get the pickaxe, in order, with 
the aſſiſtance ot this, to releaſe himſelf from 
his fetiers Holding the torch in his hand, 
he went througn the opening, and came into 
a garden; and having now light enough from 
the moon, he threw the torch back into the 
cave, and haſtened forwards. He had ſcarcely 
gone a hundred ſteps before he came to an 
open door, and through that to a plain, the 
extent of which he was not able to diſcern. 
He fat down on the outſide of the garden- 
wall, and ſtriking his fetters with the pickaxe, 
the faſtening of them gave way; and thus de- 
lvered, he walked briſkly along the plain. 
Being now deſirous of ſeeing what the bun- 
de contained, he untied it as he went, and 
ound a very handſome green coat and waiſt- 
coat, Theſe, thought he, are, without 
doubt, given me by the ſorcerer with ſome 
haiſter deſign, and I certainly would not put 
them on, if I knew how otherwiſe to get to 
the Baron von Tiefenthal's. But, as I am 


ignorant 
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ignorant of the way thither, and muſt, there- 


fore, inquire it of ſomebody, it is very likely g 
that, in my preſent clothes, I may be again 5 
taken for a murderer, and as ſuch, dragged 1 
anew to priſon. It appeared probable to a, 
him, beſides, that he ſhould be purſued as * 
ſoon as his flight out of the cave was diſco- 10 
vered, and that he ſhould be known directiy = 
by the ſame means. 0 
All theſe reaſons were ſo weighty, that they 85 
not merely overcame his fears of the clothes, W 
but gave him courage to put them on, which 5 
he did immediately, and threw his blue- * 
laced ſuit, which ſeemed to him at firſt ſo Th 
beautiful, into the next buſh. He then Ja 
walked on, conſidering over the adventures of * 
this night. That a ſorcerer tormented him, . 
and would for ſome purpoſe ſeduce him, no pain 
longer, in his opinion, admitted of a doubt, Nerf 
after the experience of the laſt two days, and ty. 
his having, not above an hour before, ſeen ¶ non 
him face to face. Yet, that he could not WM. 


mean very ill by him, as he always delivered 
| | him 
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him from the greateft dangers, appeared pro- 
bable, and of this he was {till more convinced, 
as he felt, by chance, in the pocket of his 
rew Clothes, and found a leathern purſe 
ſtored with twelve fine new dollars, and {ix 
ſhining pieces of gold. He had never in his 
life been the poſſefior of ſo large a tum ; 
bis joy was, #herefore, very great, and 
if bis conſcience whiſpered him that he 
ought not to keep the devil's money, bis in- 
clination to it perſuaded him, on the other 
hand, that one piece of it offered to the 
church, when he returned to his native 
country, would propitiate the whole fin. 
The power of the ſorcerer was alſo become 
kis terrible to him, ſince he found that he 
and his colleagues fled directly on his uttering. 
an exorciſm. But then again re{l:<ti>: 
painted to him, in ſtrong coldurs, the danger 
& ſtaying any longer in this enchanted coun- 
ty. A beautiful female and a large lum of 
money are tnares, thought he, that will con- 
duct me ſoon to the avyis winch he has 

Go. 41 prepared 
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prepared for me, and then ſorrow and re- 
pentance wlll be too late. 


The importance of theſe conſiderations 
confirmed Wolfgang in his intention of 
going to the Baron von Tiefenthal's caſtle ; 
and if he found him, as he had reaſon to 
believe he was, in league with the ſorcerer, 
to get poſſeſſion, by tome artifice, of his own 
clothes, and, above all things, of his pafl- 
ports, and then to fly away by night. | 


Amidft theſe projets and reſolutions he 
had reached the end of the plain, and come 
to the borders of a wood, into which he did 
not much like to enter at this late hour; but 
yet the dread of being purſued, and ſooner 
diſcovered in the open country, determined 
him, art laſt, to give the preference to the 
former. The moon was now going down, 
and his fears increaſing with the increaſing 
darkneſs ; and the thickneſs of the under- 
wood making 1t difficult for him to advance, 


he threw himſelf down under a tree, there to 
| await 


he 
me 
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await the dawn of day. Anxiety would not 
ſuffer him to ſleep; every little noiſe, even a 
falling leaf, was magnified by his terrors into 
a ſubject of alarm, that kept him conſtantly 
on the watch. 


As the firſt rays of the ſun illuminated the 
country, he aroſe from his hard bed, and, in 
hopes of finding a road, ſtole, like afrightened 
roe, to the end of the wood, and looked 
towards the open plain which lay before him. 
He ſoon ſtarted back trembling, then rubbed 
his eyes, and looked again, and trembled itill 
more violently. Willingly would he have 
perſuaded himſelf that he had ſeen wrong, 


but the third time that he ventured to look, 
conficmed his terror. 


The fatal houſe, from which he had not 
been able to get away the day before, was 
now directly over againſt him. Am I 
then condemned everlaſtingly,”” he cried out 
at laſt, „to wander about this ſorcerer's 
houſe! What have I done, that I muſt go 
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headlong into the ſnare which he has ſpread. 
for my ruin? But if,“ added he reſolutely, 
« all the powers of hell unite to lead me into 
this enchantment, I will yet, as long as it is 
poſſible, wreſtle againſt the deviliſh tempta- 
tion!” Armed with this reſolution, he 
turned quick about, and preſſed, on the con- 
trary ſide, through the buſhes into the wood. 


CHAP, 
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A FOOTPATH, at which Wolfgang 
ſoon arrived, ſeemed, by his view of it, to 
wind down the hill as if it would carry him 
far from the houſe. Pleaſed with this pro- 
ſpect, he inſtantly ſtruck into 1t, and, after 
ſome time, was ſo fortunate as to come to the 
high road, where he had not proceeded 
many ſteps before he ſaw a carriage, at a 
little diſtance, coming towards him. To 
elcape this he would, with all his heart, have 
run to either ſide of the wood, to hide him- 
ſelf among the trees ; but, before he could 
notice it, a dog, who ran with the carriage, 
a 5 67 cane 
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came barking after him, and detained him, {c 
: by bringing to his mind the yeſterday's fimi- b. 
lar adventure. He endeavoured, in vain, i 
to keep him off, for his eagerneſs to follow A 
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him was not to be ſubdued, and had juſt wy 
taken up ſome ſtones to drive him away, if it 


on 

was poſſible, as the coach drove paſt him. m. 
. | thi 
Heavens! that is the Signor!“ cried a oo 
Female Voice. Papa, the Signor is here!“ 100 
ö : | dre 

« Hald!” cries a baſs Voice, Hold!“ 


The carriage ſtopped, and inſtantly out ſprang "W 
the Baron von Tiefenthal and Louiſa. | 


| 
Baron. © It is fortunate for me that J ſor 
have met with you, for it is entirely on your TH 
account that ] was now going to viſit the ail 
lady, whofe charms have made you quite exp 
forget your firſt and ſincere friends. I could * 
not have brought myſelf to do this, if I had BF 
not conſidered it as certain, that the crafty exp 
Counteſs had exprefſly ſtipulated with you witl 
never to come to my caſtle again, and there- ho | 


fore 


FTT 


57 
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fore thought this the only means I ſhould 


have of delivering to you myſelf the packet 


vou left at my houſe, which, I imagined, 


might contain matters of importance, and 


of ſeeing you once more. Theie being the 
only objects of my viſit, this unexpected 


meeting gives me great pleaſure, as ] can fulfil 


them here. I muſt own to you, at the fame 
time, that it gives me great concern to have 
loft you ſo ſoon, I bad indulged pleaſing 
dreams of the future but they are paſt; I 
am awakened, aud perceive clearly that 
dreams are not always fulfilled.“ 


Wolfgang would have let the Baron ſpeak 
for an hour if he had cholea it, without i :- 
terruptipg him, a he did not underſtin(] his 
diſcourſe, and had not ccuraze to aſk for an 
explanation of it, as the meeting him in the 
wood, in this manner, appeared to him like 
enchantment. The Baron was now ſilent, 
expecting his anſwer; but Wolfgang ſtood, 
with the two great ſtones in his hand which 
te had ſeized to defend himſelf againſt the 
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dog, with ſtating cyes, and not ſpeaking a 
word, awaiting the moment in which Tie- 
tenthal, according to his promiſe, would 
deliver him his property, the object, at pre- 
ſent, of all his wiſhes. 


Louiſa, at length, broke this ſilence. She 
was dreſſed to- day more advantageouſly than 
ever; and a more attentive oblerver than 
Wolfgang in his preſent ſituation could be, 
mult” have noticed that this was done pur— 
poſely. A light ſtraw hat, which appeared, 
by mere accident, to be put on ſideways, 
diſcovered her light hair falling in natural 
curls. This hat, it is true, rather bid the 
languiſhing right eye of the fair Louiſa, but 
then it gave to the left a more «<xtenſive 
range for its operations. The freſh morning 
air had overſpread her face with an agreeable 
colour, which was yet more heightened by 
the contrait of her entirely white drels. 
Thus dangerouſly equipped, ihe ſtood now 
-betore Wolfgang, and ſhut out every other 
proſpect from his eyes. Signor,“ ſhe ſaid 
COAXINgIY, 


"_ 
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coaxingly, and took his hand which the held 
with both her's, „I have alſo abundant 
reaſon to complain of your leaving us ſo ab- 


ruptly. I allo dreamt, like my father, of 


enjoying your agreeable and inſtructive con- 


verſat ion for a long time. I hoped that you 
would competfate to my good father the loſs 


of his ſon, by ſucceeding to his place. All 
tieſe charming proſpects are now - vaniſhed. 
My father mourns anew, and I have no more 
a brother! With you, dear Signor, it cer- 
tainly remains to revive our hopes! What 
the Baron would not venture to do, I, as a 
woman may, with more right to expect, at 


leaſt with more hopes of, ſucceſs. As, per- 


haps, it is not mere chance that has brought 
us together ſo unexpectedly, and as the pre- 
lence of the certainly charming Counteſs does 


not annihilate all the force of my petition,” I 


venture boldly to preſs you, to entreat of 
vou to return with us, to live with us, to 
command our houſe, our fortune, as the 


matter of them pre hrs hand foftl, aud 


taking langunifhingty in hiseges). I hall, cer- 
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tainly, do every thing in my power to make 
your ſtay with us as agreeable as poſſible.” 


Louiſa pauſed, and Tiefenthal, who ſtood 
there full of expectation, like a General who 
has ſent the flower of his troops againſt the 
valiant foe, was ſtartled and grew pale as he 
found all his hopes diſappointed, himſelf and 
his army totally defeated by Wolfgang's 
anſwer. 


&« I regret,” ſaid the latter ſtammering, 
J regret, with all my heart, that I am not 
deſerving of your kind invitation, and cannot 
accept of it. Circumſtances, that I am not 


able to relate, conſtrain me to leave this coun- 


try as faſt as poſſible; and I was actually 
walking this way, in order to fetch my {mall 
ſtock of clothes and the reſt of my things, 


and then forever to bid it farewel!“ 


Louiſa ventured a new attack. * Well 


then,” ſhe cried out, © you ſhall keep your 
reſolution thus : you faid you were coming 
| 6 | to 
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to us, therefore, to expedite your purpole, 
get into our carriage. I afſure you we ſhall 
be very ſoon at the caſtle. Come then, 
Senor ! come!“ (drawing him towards her}. 


Wolfgang. J muſt—I can—lI entreat 
moſt humbly—The Baron von Tiefenthal 
had the kindneſs to promiſe, that he would 
deliver me my packet here. I beg, there- 
fore, very much—very earneſtly —” 


Loniſa {interrupting him). No! no! 
Papa, do not give it to him! The Signor 
ſhall not have his way in every _—_ he 
tall, at leaſt, viſit us once more!“ 


The Dion von Tiefenthal, who read a 
refuſal of this invitation in Wolfgang's re- 
blute mien, thought it beft to make his 
ktreat in good order, and, if poſſible, to re- 
re with ſome booty. What fignifies all 
is?“ he ſaid to Louiſa; „ if the Signor will 
not grant us the honour of a viſit willingly, 
de have no right to conſtrain him to it. 
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Here, Sir, (to him) is the packet which con- 
tains all that you left at my houſe. My 
ſervant will carry it after you to the Counteſs 
von M——'s caſtle ; for that you are re- 
ſolved, as you affert, to leave this country I. 
do not at all believe.“ 


Folfgang, © The event will convince 


you of it. My parcel 1 ſhall carry from 
hence myſelf.“ | 


Baron. © Youare maſter of your actions. 
What I propoſed, was mercly on account o 
the appearance ; but, as it would be, perhaps, 
impeding your purpoſe, I deſiſt from pretting 
it any farther (e gives him the packet } Ny 
daughter has ventured to add to this parcel 
ſome trifles made by her own hand. I hope 
that you will not deſpiſe them.” 


Wolfgang (with the packet under his om 
« Certainly not ! ] thank you allo for all thi 
favours you have ſhewn me, and would ye 
ſarther ſhew me. Were it poſlible, I — 


Vince 
from 


tions. 
Int 0 
rbaps, 
'eftnd 
. My 
parcel 


| hops 


arm 
all the 
ld ye 
ſhoul 
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be the greateſt fool in the world, if I did not 
accept your offers. But You know every 
thing perhaps!“ 


Louiſa (in a. very wheedling manner). 


Signor, you will come with us !' ; .- 


Baron. © Do not preſs the Signor any 
more, my daughter; he has explained him- 
ſelf very ſufficiently. Impoſſibilities we muſt 
not aſk ; no longer indulge hopes that can- 
not be fuifilled. Farewell, Signor! Fain 
but every wiſh ſhall be from hence- 
forth ſuppreſſed! Only one petition I have 
yet to make to you, and this I hope confi- 
dently that. you will grant. Preſent me 
with ſome little remembrance of you.” 


Wolfgang. “ Aſk any thing within my 


ability, and J will promiſe it to you uncon- 


ditionally.“ 


Baron, „ Preſent me with the two ſtones 
which you hold in your hand.!!! 
Wolfgang, 
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Wolfgang, who now firft noticed that 
he yet held them, cried out, full of aſtoniſh- 
ment, How !- theſe two ſtones !”? 


Baron. Yes, Signor; they will be a 
remembrance to me. I ſhall always think 
on you when I ſee them.“ 


Louiſa. I ſhall alſo often look at them, 
and be reminded of your hard heart.” 


Baron. And will you even refuſe me 
this little—to you fo very little expenfive 
remembrance ?'? 


Wolfgang (quite confounded „ If you. 


are really 1n earneſt, and not as I have ima- 
gined 1n ſport, they are your's, with the moſt 
fincere wiſh that I could convert them into 
gold, to give them ſome value in your 


eyes. 


The Baron von Tiefenthal accepted theſe 


ſtones with much apparent ſatis faction; and 
wWhiſpered 
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whiſpered to his daughter, as he handed her 
into the carriage, to aſk for a ſimilar remem- 
brance. Louiſa fulfilled her father's com- 
mands, and the ſtill more aſtoniſhed Wolf- 
gang made haſte to gratify her wifh. It 
had rained, and in order not to foil her hand, 
he looked for ſome clean pebbles, which he 
preſented to her, with the with that they 
might become precious ſtones to ornament 
her hair. Louiſa received the preſent and 
the wiſh with many handſome acknowledg- 
ments, and Tiefenthal once more repeated 
his regret at being ſo ſoon, ſo unexpectedly, 
ſeparated from his new friend. But as 
Wolfgang made no other anſwer than by a 
lent ſhrug of the ſhoulders, there was 
nothing left for the Baron to do, but to 
order the coachman to drive on ; and the 
man, giving his horſes a whip, the carriage 
vas ſoon out of fight. 


Happy as a poor finner who has obtained 
pardon at the place of execution, Wolfgang 
now 
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now breathed freely, and ſtepping aſide into 
the thicket, began to unpack his parcel, 
He found there his Savoyard jacket, his 
paſſport, ſome clean linen, his wares, and at 
laſt Louiſa's portrait very beautifully painted t 


in miniature, and ſet with pearls. \Vell 0 
Pleaſed with the languiſhing maiden, who p 
appeared to {mile at him, he looked at the ac 
picture for ſome time; but when he con- ſe 


fidered that ſhe was certainly the daughter vi 


of a ſorcerer who periecuted him, he cait it fa 


away, and began to change his dreſs. He bi 
ſoon became the Savoyard again, with his bl 
batchels and mouſe-traps upon his back; no 
and thanking his Creator for having reſcued IF tel 
him ſo happily from the threatening danger, 
threw his grech clothes into a buſh ; bur 
the purſe which he found in them he cod Say 
not reſolve on parting with, the tum. of MI ſho 
money it contained ſeeming to him too hap 
great to renounce. Ire! 
. hays 


With joy and alacrity he now aſcended 


the hill, and ſaw, from the top of it, 3 


village 
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village lying on the left in the valley, which 


0 he hoped, by the look of it, was not that 
l, where he had been made a priſoner the day 
is before. His hunger, which had been for 
at W ſome time very conſiderable, increaſed on 
ed the ſight of the ſmoking chimnies, and he re- 
ell lolved to go thither to ſatisfy it, and then 
ho proceed on his way into Saxony. An 
ne agreeable path, ſhaded with young beeches, 
n- ſeeming to promiſe him a nearer way to the 
ter village; he turned into it, but had not gone 
it MW far, before he found himſelf ſurrounded with 
He bigh rocks, and looking around him, trem- 
kis bling between hope and fear, he heard a 
Kk; ¶ noile, and almoſt immediately {aw the Coun- 
ned te dreſſed as a peaſant girl. 

Cr, 

bur Maiden. « Art thou heed at laſt, dear 
„ad Szwoyard; I began to doubt whether I 
of ſhould ever ſee thee. Thanks be to the 
too happy prognoſtic of my heart which drew me 


ireſiſtibly hither ! More than a month 1 
have ſought thee here every day, and have 


often 
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often repented the hours that I have waited 


for thee in vain; but now as I find thee at 


laſt; I ſhall repent no more. Thou art wel- 
come (ie reaches him her hand) thou art 


handſome, thou pleaſeſt me well! Wilt thou 


not accept my hand?“ 


Wolfgang (falling on his knee, and io, Ging 


up his hands to her.) © Sorcereſe, I conjure 
you to deſiſt, and * me continue my way 
in peace and quiet.“ 


Maiden. I would willingly grant thee 


thy firſt requeſt, as thou canſt entreat ſo 


well, if it were not quite contrary to my 
purpoſe. I wiſh to detain thee a long time 
with us, to go with thee every where, to pats 
away the time to thee, to tend and take 
care of thee.” 


Wolfgang. I thank you, I heartily 
thank you for all your kind intentions ; but 
I ſhould 
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| ſhould thank you much more ſincerely, if 
you would let me go on unmoleſted. 


Maiden. Thou diſagreeable man, 
thou! then I pleale thee not ? then thou 
it not ſtay with us? but I know better, 
thou halt not eſcape me.“ 

: 

Molf rang. There! {throwing his purſe 
h ker} there, take every thing that I 
bare! what perhaps may prevent my flight. 
Take it, and let mie go in quiet.“ 


dee Ml While the maiden opened the purſe, and 


ſo Mis looking at the gold and filver with great. 


my Nelght, Wolfgang ſeized the favourable 
noment, and, urged on by anxiety, clam- 
red up the rock, When ſhe looked up 
bthank him, and ſaw him already far from 
ter, ſhe ran after him, crying out, Stop, 
tar Savoyard, ſtop! I have much more to 
ky to thee ! thou muſt go with me. But 


le cry of the hounds does not increaſe the 
ſpeed 


but 
uld 
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ſpeed of the frightened hare, more than this 
cry that of the flying Wolfgang. He 
bounded up the rock, and ſoon gaining the 
ſummit, precipitated himſelf down on the 
other ſide, the breathlels maiden purſuing 
him all the time with her utmoſt ſpeed, 


CHAP, 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER, 141L 


CHAP. A. 


As it may perhaps be a long time before 


tie poor maiden overtakes the flying youth, 
or may even be poſſible that ſhe quite loſt. 


him in the thick underwood, I will in the 
meantime relate another hiſtory for the 


amuſement of my readers, which at firſt 


ght may appear to be out of its place here, 
and to be as diſtinct from this as any other 


ſtory in the world; but which they will 


lvon perceive to be very properly intro- 


JAP, duced, 
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duced, as having a particular connection 


with the ſtory recorded in the preceding 
chapters. 


Ten years previous to the adventures of 
our Savoyard, there lived, in the neighbour- 
hood of the Fichtelberg, a ſturdy young village 
alehouſe-keeper, who had formerly travelled 
in many foreign countries as a butcher ; but 
returned home, on the death of his father, to 
take poſſeſſion, as heir, of this alehouſe, 
where the old man had gained an honeſt 
livelihood. 


He married a handſome young wife, and 
lived jovially with her. His only employ- 
ments the whole day were, calling to her to 
go to the cellar when his gueſts wanted beer, 
and fitting and drinking with them. He 


left the care of his farm to his ſervants, and 
never 
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never ſaw his corn or his beaſts before he 
arried them to the market-town to be ſold, 
fom whence he never failed to come home 
ntoxicated. | 


ling 


That ſuch alehouſe-keeping, and ſuch 

farming, could only end in ruin, my readers 

s of Mo any ſenſe will already have foreſeen. I 

our. MW hall therefore only add as a warning to the 

lage mprudent, that at the end of three years, 

lied Mile ineffectual dunning of his creditors was 

but bllowed by a ſeizure and ſale of his property; 

r, to Nad that Jacob, for ſo was this diſorderly 

uſe, bot called, being ſtill purſued by many 

neſt N diſcontented claimants, cut himſelf a ſtick 

tom the next tree, and with this laſt re- 

mains of his hereditary portion, wandered 

and once more into the wide world. He left his 

loy- ie and child as ſecurity to his creditors, 

r to o were really ſo compaſſionate as to allow 
deer, dem a maintenance, 


Entirely 
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Entirely unuſed to labour, and wanting 
ſubſiſtence, he begged his way into Italy as 
a Pi'igrim, and laughed at the pious zeal of 
the foois, who ſupported him in his holy pur- 
poſe with plentiful alms, while he was in re- 
ality a heretic. * Before he reached Rome, 
he fell ia with ſome banditti who were going 
thither in company to the Jubilee. T he 
ability of the man, his ſtrength, his intreri- 
dity, induced this troop to accept him as a 


member, and initiate him into their myſte- 


ries. 


Jacob vas ſoon one of the moſt adventurous 
and formidable of the Italian banditti. No 
one executed a murder, or any deiperate 
undertaking, with ſuch cold-blooded reto- 
lution. He was ſoon renowned amongſt his 
brethren for his great atchievements, and 
wherever any hazardous enterprize was de- 
termined on, however diſtant, the German 
Jacob was conſtantly ſeat for, who for 


double pay always undertook and accom- 
Et pliſhed 


1 e 0 
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pliſned the deed to the great increaſe of his 

fame. By theſe means it was no wonder, 

that, notwithſtanding a life of plea.ure and 

expenſe, he ſoon amaſſed a handſome for- 
tune. 


His numerous murders having, at length, 
created a general alarm in the country, the 
officers of juſtice were every where on the 
de. watch for him; and, as the deſcription ot 
his perſon was circulated throughout Italy, he 
reſolved to avoid the ſtorm which threatened 


him, and till it was ſubſided . to return 
No into Germany. 


After ſeven long years, when his wife, 
wearied with fruitleſs ſorrow and expecta- 
aud tions, had given him up for loſt; when his 
ge- neighbours and acquaintance never hoped 
to ſee him again, he arrived, dreſſed as an 

opulent butcher, with a handſome cart and 
om- two fine horſes, at the public houſe of his 
nd ative village. All the inhabitants, who 


H | ſoon 
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ſoon collected about him, were aſtoniſhed at 


his reſpectable appearance, envied his wife, l 
whom they had juſt before compaſſionated, th 
and were quite ſtupified with ſurpriſe when Wi 
the oſtentatious Jacob poured out a great m 
bag of ſequins upon the table, and calling to al: 
his yet unſatisfied creditors, paid them the I oc 


principal and intereſt of his debts with th 
friendly thanks. bh 


The whole country ſoon reſounded with on 
. return and great good fortune. tin 
very one was amazed at it, and every one an 
aſked how he had acquired it; but no one Ne 
could give any account of this, becauſe Jacob ne 
himſelf anſwered every queſtion of the kind WW yg 
with a myſterious laugh, or yet more myſte- 
rious ſhrug of his ſhoulders. Often, when | 
he generouſly paid the reckoning at a drink- WM nc 
ing bout for his former friends and neigh- 
bours, and thus awakened their curioſity 
anew, they importuned him to tell them by 


what means he had made his fortune. Aad 
once, 
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bouring village preſſed him more ſtrongly 
than all the others, and directly taxed him 
with having ſtolen it, he wiſely reſolved to 


miſlead this man from his but too juſt and 


alarming idea, and to give him one leſs dan- 
gerous: * Neighbour,” he ſaid to him as 
they parted, “in order to obviate your un- 
juſt ſuſpicions, I will relate my whole hiſtory 
to you, which I have not yet related to any 
one. You may perhaps at ſoine future 
time derive the greateſt advantage from it, 
and will then own with gratitude that I have 
rewarded you with good for evil. Come to 
me early to-morrow morning, and then, to 
your confuſion, you ſhall hear every thing.” 


The curious hoſt came to Jacob the next 
morning; and firſt begging pardon for his in- 
conſiderate prattle the day before, then 
daimed the performance of his promiſe. I 
vill keep to it as a man of honour,” ſaid 


Jacob, «if you will previouſly agree to two 
conditions.“ 


H 2 Heft. 


once, when the alehouſe-keeper of a neigh-- 
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Hoſt. I will ſwear to whatever you re- Ml 1. 
1 | 
bo quire. 4 
HA 


Jacob. © You muſt not repeat to any one Ml n 
what, tor your ſake, I ſhall now diſcover to p 


you.” b 
le 

Hef. I ſwear!” by 
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Jacob. As you will be ſatisfied by my © 
narrative, of the injuſtice of your ſlanderous MI. 
ſuſpicions, you muſt retract them to-day at 
the alchouſe, and ſwear, in the preſence of M wy 

all there, that you are now fully convinced in 
that I acquired my fortune in an honeſt t 


= 
ah 
Pl 
#5 
4 
* 


upright manner.“ h1 
| of 

Hef. I will! Iwill! now proceed.” tc 

tl 


Jacob then began the following hiſtory, tr 
which he had deviſed long before; and which WM \ 
as my readers, after the above relation, will 
know at once was entirely fabulous. 

« Neighbour,” 


ne 
to 
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« Neighbour,” he ſaid, © you will recol- 
lect that people often come into our country 
out of Italy, who deal in mouſe-traps and 
hatchels, or ſometimes bring dancing mar- 
mots. You muſt know alſo that under this 
pretence thele people fteal to our Fichtel- 
berg, and having, from their ſuperior Know- 
ledge, the mens of diſcovering the treaſure 
concealed there, they return home laden 
with great wealth, and laugh heartily at us 
ſtupid Germans.“ 


Hot. That to be ſure I know very 
well; I have actually ſeen one of them ſteal- 
ing about here. My father was alize at 
that time, and was with me when we met 
him in the fieid ; he told me then, that one 
of theſe Italian hatchel- men hal ſaid once 
to his father, we were very ſtupid people 


that we did not make a better uſe of the 


treaſure which was laying about here every 
where, He had often, he added, ſeen a 
berdſman throw a ſtone after a cow which 
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was worth twice the value of the cow itſelf, 
My grandfather entreated the ſtranger to 
teach him the art of finding out theſe trea- 
tures. He appointed him therefore to meet 
him the next day upon a rock ; but as my 
grandfather came there, he was terrified at the 
light of a great black he-goat, and ran back 
to his houle, and could not recover himſelf 
for a long time.” 


Jacob. * Tt is very agreeable to me that 
you are already ſo well informed on this ſub- 
ject, as J can for that reaſon go on with my 
hiſtory without digreſſion. When I kept 
the alehouſe in the village, an Italian hatchel- 
man came to me one evening complaining 
of a violent cholic, and begged for a lodging. 
1 pitied him, and out of true Chriſtin 
charity let him want for nothing. Six weeks 
he lay ill at my houſe, and I took care of him 
all that time without any recompence. As 
he recovered his health, he expreſſed the ut- 
moft gratitude to me. I ſhall never for- 
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get what you have done for me,” he ſaid, at 
parting ; * ſhould any misfortune ever betall 1 
you in Germany, then come to Rome, and ne 
viſit the church of St. Peter. We ſhall I; 
certainly meet there, and it will be a pleaſure 5 
to me to receive and entertain you in this 9135 10 
manner. — At the time I laughed at this A 
odd invitation; but when my creditors 
ſeized all my property, and were afterwards | W. 
continually teaſing me, then it came into 77 1 
t my mind; and as I had nothing more to e 
-boſe here, 1 reſolved to try how far I might 
/ WM confile in this man's fair ſpeeches. 
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- I] begged my way to Rome, and viſited 
zl St. Peter's Church every day, but never met 
the Italian, and had ai lait quite forgotten 
his promiſe. I was aſking alms once in a 
broad ſtreet not far from 'thence, when a 
gentleman looked out of the window of a 
great palace, made a ſignal to me, and im- 
mediately ſent a ſervant down to conduct 
me to him. I was carried through many 
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ſtately rooms, the ſplendour and beauty of 


which quite dazzled me, and came at laſt wo. 
into a cabinet, where a gentleman in. a bro- 
caded night-gown ſat upon a ſofa, and « 
was taking ſnuff out of a golden box. 13 
After commanding the ſervant firſt to man, 
reach me a chair, and then to withdraw; Lt; 
Sit down,” he ſaid to me; * fit down, good ——_ 
Jacob, you muſt be much tired with your bed 
long journey. How does your wife? how ments 
is your child ?- ſtood perfectly aſtoniſhed W hatch 
at this ſpeech, and could not imagine how hows 
it could poſſibly be, that ſo fine a gentle- faid h 
man at Rome ſhould know me, my wife, and "7" 
child. He noticed my ſurpriſe, and aſked well,” 
me, laughing, if I then really did not know bow 
him. No,“ ſaid I, trembling, I do not know walk 2 
your Excellency.” Without ſaying a word that, 
more, he aroſe, and left the. room. I had I canr 
now an opportunity of examining the plain 
cabinet, which was extremely magnificent, 
being ornamented with a profuſion of gold WM « 
and filver veſſels of various kinds; and I was himſel 


tempted 
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tempted more than once, to put one of them 
at leaſt into my pocket, 


« After about a quarter of an hour the 
door opened again, and the poor hatchel- 
man, whom I once lodged in my houſe, and 
had now ſought for ſo long in vain at Rome, 
came in. He was in the ſame clothes 
which he wore then, and had hatchels and 
mouſe-traps upon his back. Buy a 
hatchel | buy a mouſe-trap!' he cried, as 
he walked up and down the room. Well,“ 
faid he at laſt, as I ſtared at him in ſilence, 
do you not know me yet?” I know you 
well,” I anſwered ; but how you come here, 
bow you dare venture into this room to 
walk about, and cry your wares, is a queſtion, 
that, with the help of all my underſtanding, 
| cannot anſwer to- myſelf.— But I will ex- 
plain it to you in a moment,” he replied. 


— — 
r 


re 


„On faying this, he began to undreſs 
himſelf, by firſt tlirowing off ſome falſe hair 
"H 5 . 
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which he had upon his head; and then 
running out for a moment, he returned in 
his brocaded nigtit-gown. Now do you 
know me?” he ſaid; © now do you believe 
that the mouſe-trap dealer and I are the 
ſame perſon ?—<1I believe it, I anſwered, be- 
cauſe my eyes convince me of it, though my 
underſtanding is ſtill inclined to contradict 
them.'—* It ſhall ſoon be demonſtrated as 
clearly to that, as to your eyes,“ ſaid he. 
« Sit down by me, fit down ; make no cere- 
mony, and liſten to me patiently. The 
compaſſion which you ſo diſintereſtedly ex- 


erciſed towards me, deſerves not only reward | 


but confidence. In the ſame proportion in 
which I now place confidence in you, ſhall 
alto be your reward.” 


I am deſcended (he continued) from a 
poor, but very old and once- reſpected nobie 
Italian family. My father, from neceflity, 

ſerved in an inferior office under the Pope, 
and when he died, left me without money, 
without 
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without friends, and conſequently without 
any other proſpect than that of ſtarving. I 
am not aſhamed to own that, like you, I once 
aſked alms in the ſtreets of Rome; and 
was fed for ſome years as a poor ſcholar, 
with the beggars' broth of the Capuchins. 
As I was one evening fainting with hunger 
and thirſt, begging at a very late hour, I met 
a hoary old man with a knotty ſtick and a 
little lantern in his hand. He held the light 
to my face, and examined it narrowly for a 
long time, and then commanded me to fol- 
low him in a ſolemn manner. I ſhould de- 
rate too much from the purpoſe of my nar- 
ative, if I related to you, circumſtantially, 
how this ſingular man, by degrees, won my 
affections. He provided me with all the 
neceſſaries of life, inſtructed me in various 
ſciences, and at laſt took me into his houſe: 
He was in ſhort quite a father to me, for to 


bim I owe all my E d and all = 
niches. FEY, | 1 
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As he grew older and weaker, he taught 
me the rare, but in Italy not quite forgotten 


art, of diſcovering treaſures concealed in the | 


earth; and of diſcerning, in ſome of the moſt 
apparently common ſtones, precious ſtones 
of infinite value. As he had always aſpired 
to the knowledge of the higheſt ſciences, and 
ftill hoped to find out the ſecret of the bal- 
ſam of eternal life, he had but ſeldom, and 
only in caſes of neceſſity, made uſe of this 
glorious means of becoming rich with very 
little trouble. He died without having at- 
tained his object, and left me his writings, 
his inſtruments, and a moderate ſum of 
money. With this I immediately reſolved 
to travel about the world, and, by means of 
my ineſtimable art, to collect a ſufficient for- 
tune to paſs away my life in independence 
and enjoyment. 


« From the papers of my foſter-father 1 
clearly perceived, that the German Fichtel- 
berg was the ſpot where the greateſt treaſures 
3 lay 
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lay concealed in the bowels of the earth, and 
that this hill was alſo remarkable for a pro- 
fuſion of precious ſtones. It appeared like- 
wiſe, that by attending to the proper ſeaſon 
and hour, it was extremely eaſy to get poſ- 
ſeſſion of a portion of theſe riches. After 
the example; therefore, of many others who 
where in the ſecret, and who, as it was re- 
lated in theſe manuſcripts, had already 
amaſſed fortunes there, I went to the 
Fichtelberg as a hatchel and mouſe-trap 
dealer. But at your houſe I muſt have 
ended my life without having attained my 
purpoſe, if it had not been for the kindnefs 
and attention of your good heart, for my 
diſeaſe was extremely ſtubborn, 


© T ſhall now recompenſe you for the diſ- 
intereſted compaſſion you exerciſed towards 
me at that time. I would willingly have 
done it at parting, for I had at that time 


great wealth in my power; but I feared to 


excite ſuſpicions in your neighbourhood that 
might 
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might prejudice me and any others of my 


countrymen who came after me, and thence 
prudently reſolved to defer the reward till a 
more ſeaſonable opportunity. Without 
having occaſion for more than common 
acutei:els, I plainly perceived that your huſ- 
bandry went on miſerably ; that you were 
plundered by your ſervants, and that your 
creditors would ultimately ſeize all your 
property. On that account, when J bade 
you fare wel, I invited you to Rome, in hopes 
of being able to reward you there without 
creating any jealouſy againſt you, or any 
ſuſpicion againſt myſelf. My wiſh is now 
fulfilled ; ftay with me, forget your un- 


grateful country, and be happy here; you 


ſhall never more feel want, but have every 
thing in abundance.” 
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Tas generous Marquis faithfully per- 


formed his promiſe. 


159 
own 


ipal fa- 


When any one wanted to ſolicit 


a favour from him, they applied to me; and 


imagine 
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I lived entirely with 
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if I gave them my aſſiſtance, they were cer- 
and took many opportunities of turn 


him; he appointed me his Maſter of the 
to a good account. 


Horſe, and I ſoon became h 
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own to you, that in an eternal round of plea- [ will, 1 


ſure I forgot my native land, and every vinatio 
thing that I had left behind me; and for | an 
years never thought even of my wife and n the 
child. But at laſt I grew tired of this ſcene Mt a 
of diſſipation, and began to be very frugal him, ar 
and ſteady, and to think often of my poor e o 
child and my forſaken wife. I becameè in ſleep fe 
| ſhort ſo uneaſy, that frequently I was not and chi 
able to conceal my tears from my bene- 
factor. 8 
| . ing bef 
« Several times he enquired the cauſe of him in 
this dejection; and when J could no longer lon, © 
withhold it from him, he promiſed to re- laughin 
move it immediately. © I ſee, he ſaid, haſte cl 
that you are become home-lick ; I cannot in my 
blame you for it, nor am I ſurpriſed at it, and the 
for J have been in foreign countries myſelf, in Ger! 
and well know what it 1s to languiſh after it cont: 
one's native land, I love you, and would hope w 
willingly have you always with me; but as your w1 


my firſt wiſh is to promote your happineſs, 
I will, 
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Iwill, without heſitation, ſacrifice my in- 
dination to your's. Come to me at the 
ame hour to-morrow morning, and I will, 
in the meantime, take care to provide you 
with a comfortable independence.” I left 
him, and no day in my life ever appeared to 15 

me ſo long as this; I could neither eat nor „ 
ſleep for joy, that I ſhould ſoon ſee my wife Wil 
and child again. 1 


« I was with the Marquis the next morn- . 
ing before the appointed hour, and found 6% 
him in earneſt converſation with his eldeſt 
lon, © Are you here already, he cried, 
laughing, as he came to meet me. Your 
haſte clearly proves that I was not deceived 
in my yeſterday's conjecture. Go in peace; 
and that you may never experience any want 
in Germany, take this bag of gold with you; 
t contains eight thouſand ſequins, which I 
hope will be ſufficient to ſupport you and 
your wite and child decently.” 
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* You may readily ſuppoſe, neighbour, 
how I was ſtartled at fo large a preſent, | 


could not ſpeak ; I threw myſelf, weeping, | 


at the feet of my benefactor, and knew not 
how to expreis my gratitude, The good 
old man raiſed me up, kindly afſuring me 
once more that he would never ceaſe to be 
my friend ; and that T might boldly return 
to him, if through any accident I was again 
reduced to diſtreſſed circumſtances. The 
young Marquis then putting in, faid, Dear 


Jacob, I have a reciprocal ſervice to aſk of 


you. My father has revealed to me to-day 
that I muſt ſoon travel into Germany, and 
- viſit your native place. There is yet much 
concealed treafure remaining there, which 
we ſtand in need of for the further aggran- 
dizement of our family. I ſhall alſo appear 
in the character of a hatchel and mouſe-trap 
dealer, and ſearch for theſe treaſures. Should 
any misfortune befal me there, then, for 
the ſake of my father's kindneſs, be you my 
friend, and I will reward it to your children. 

« Dear, 
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Pear, dear ſon of my great benefactor !* 
Icried out quite tranſported, * as ſoon as you 
come to our village, put up at my houſe. 
Iwillattend you, and take care of you as the 
zpple of my eye. I will accompany you 
every where, and conduct you again in ſafety 
to the arms of your father. 


* Thanks! a thouſand thanks for your 
good intentions,” ſaid the Marquis, but my 
ſon cannot take advantage of them. He 
muſt not, during his journey, go to the houſe 
of any friend or acquaintance ; for it he did, 
the aim of 1t would be loſt. You cannot 
do him any ſervice yourſelf; but I expect 
from your gratitude, that you will prepare 


ſome kind-hearted people of your neigh- 


bourhood to be courteous to him, and ſoften 
the hatred that moſt of your countrymen 
bear to us Italians. Endeavour to make 
them ſenſible, that a ſtranger may often be 
able to reward the ſlighteſt ſervice a thouſand- 
fold, and let them underſtand that we are 

actually 
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actually bound to do it. Your own expe· 
rience muſt convince you of the truth of 


what I ſay. You undoubtedly know ſome | 
of your neighbours whoſe honeſt and good 


hearts diſpoſe them to be beneticent to- 
wards the poor; name them to my ſon, that 
in a time of need he may ſeek ſhelter and 
protection with them; and that I may thus 
enjoy the greateſt pleaſure in life, the Ty: 
ing my ſon again in my arms in health. 


« | promiſed to do what he required, 
and named to him all thole on whoſe 
hoſpitality 1 believed he might rely ; and he 
wrote their names carefully in bis pocket - 
book. Amongſt them I mentioned you, 
neighbour; you ſtand uppermoſt, and 
ſhould he find it neceſſary, he will come to 
you directly.“ 


Hef. How! is it poſſible that you 
thought of me at that time? That you 
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O dear, 
you!“ 


dear neighbour! God reward 


Jacob. Do not ſpeak till T have 
en“ ed. Then I ſhall certainly expect that 
you aſk my pardon, and declare me an 
honeſt man.” * 


Hoff, I ſhall do both moſt ſincerely.“ 
Jacob. I was obliged, finally, to promiſe 

the moſt rigid ſecrecy. I was made to {wear 

that I would not diſcover to any one the 


intended journey of the young Marquis, be- 


cauſe then there would be a number of in- 
teteſted perſons who would ſhew him bene- 
ficence merely from ſelfiſh vie vs; and thus 


the riches which he collected here would not 


be ſufficient for the repayment of theſe 
obligations. Judge now yourſelf, neigh- 
bour, what a ſtruggle it has coſt me, to be- 
come as it were perjured, and betray my 
great benefactor. Had you not yeſterday 
8 ſo 
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ſo openly and expreſſſy attacked my honour, 
and had I not apprehended that your ſlander 
might bring me to juſtice, where I might 
perhaps have been conſtrained to make every 
thing known, the greateſt treaſure in the 
world would not have tempted me to violate 
his confidence. Be grateful therefore now, 
and promiſe me ſtrict fidelity. Uſe this in- 
formation to your advantage, but do not 
injure me, or my benefactor, by inconſider- 
ate babbling,” 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER., 


Hofl. © May I grow crooked and lame, 
if one word of it ever comes from my lips ! 
And may I die a violent death, if I do not 
formally beg your pardon to-day at the 
public-houſe, and declare before every body 
there, that you have acquired your fortune 
in a truly honeſt manner. But tell me now 
when the young Marquis comes, and how 
I ſhall receive him ? 


Jacob. 


Jace 


himſel 
gulate 
enterp 
now O 
come t 


Hoſt 

Jaco 
on it; 
more C 


wil be 


The 


content 
bulldin, 
(unning 
Was Tj 
ceived | 
u peace 
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Jacob. © His arrival does not depend on 

himſelf, but on the ſtars. He mult be re- 

gulated by them, in order to accompliſh his +1108 

enterprize happily. Perhaps he may be El 10 

now on his journey; perhaps he may not l 

come theſe two years. 1 1 
» 


Hofl. © But he certainly will come?“ 1 TW 


Jacob. © Undoubtedly! you may rely 4 
mit; and the better you receive him, the Ii 
more courteſy you ſhew him, the greater i; 
zill be your reward.“ 1 


rere rr - 


The 1nquiſitive hoſt appeared now quite . 
contented and full of joy, and was already =_ 
building a thouſand caſtles in the air. The 9 E 
cunning Jacob laughed within himſelf, and 5 
ms rejoicetl that he had fo completely de- 1 . 
ceired him, and could now enjoy his plunder : 
ll peace. 


"IETF SS ES Ts 


— 


| 1 

: 1 
: „ | k 
Viki. 1 


97 
i 
* 
** 
* 
Wo 
4 
2 
Ee . 
f "hf 1 
5 
5 
1 
94 
— % 


— — 


* 
— 
— 
„7 
. wa „ <a SS 22 hone 2 at res CHEE 


; E 525 
1 it 
b + Th 1989889 1 of 
4 © OR 40 
ng L Ft 
4 } N g - I" 
e EFT 
. in 8174 % 
736 11 ny WIS 5 
5 YN "0 : 
n if : 
111 4 bf l 
# #454 % 
i 


168 THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER, 
put o 


caſtle 
ſerved 


The ſplendid proſpeAs which the hoſt 
was now inceſſantly dreaming of, made him 
often muſing and thoughttul ; he no longed dilige: 
worked fo diligently as he had done, but ſon al 
loved beſt to fit in ſome corner, where ha now h 
might, without being diſturbed, buſy him qvenc. 
ſelf with the idea of his future fortune. Hi errang. 
wife was offended at this unuſual behaviouli up to 
in her huſband, and reſolved to find out th caſte, 
reaſon of it. Whoever knows any thing oH gy, u 
women, will know very well how continu 
ally they plague their huſbands on ſuch a 
occaſion, and will already have propheſiec 
that ſhe carried her point at laſt. In fa 
ſhe was very ſoon the joint poſſeſſor of th 
ſecret. 


Tiefent 
portanc 
weighty 
poke v 
her a c 
going 
formed « 
Counteſ. 
lime afte 
was buy 
von her 
laviour, 


Nothing oppreſſes a weak mind like 
ſecret, or gives it the fancied gmportanc 
it wiſhes for, like being able to reveal ons 
Thus Catherine, for ſuch was the name « 
our muſing hoſt's wife, was no ſooner miltre 
of this, than ſhe combed her hair {moot! 


7 
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put on her Sunday gown, and haſtened to the 
caſtle of the Lord of the Manor. She had 
ſerved there ſix years as cook, with great 
diligence and honeſty, and was for this rea- 
ſon always well received in the family, and 
now hoped to acquire much greater conſe- 
quence there from the nature of ner preſent 
rand. She went from the kitchen di ectly 
up to the apartment of the miſtreſs of the 
caſtle, and was conducted by her to her papa, 
who was no other than the Baron von 
Tiefenthal. As he inferred from the im- 
portance of her look that ſhe had ſome 
weighty intelligence to communicate, he 
ſpoke very courteouſly to her, and offered 
her a chair. This ſet Catherine's tongue 
z going, and the Baron was minutely in- 
formed of the above marvellous hiſtory. The 
Counteſs von M allo learnt it a ſhort 
ol time after, much in the ſame manner, as the 
ws buying ſome flax of Catherine, and 
won her confidence by her. affable be- - 
laviour, 


Hoſt, 
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Hoſt, Baron, and Counteſs, now all fabri- 


cated their particular plans how to decoy ! 
the young Marquis, when he appeared, as a | 


hatchel and mouſe-trap dealer, in their 
neighbourhood ; and to entitle themſelves, 
by the moſt attentive beneficence to a part, 
or perhaps the whole, of his great treaſures. 
By Catherine's prudent management ſhe 


perſuaded her huſband to reveal the ſecret, | 


that he knew already, to the Baron ; and the 
Baron prevailed on the hoſt to promiſe, that 
he ſhould have immediate information of 
the arrival of the young Marquis. 


The Baron von Tiefenthal was the econo- 
mical ſon of a very extravagant tather, and 
it was with difficulty that he could ſupport 
his ſituation with an inheritance encum- 
bered with the debts of the Jatter. He was 
very naturally therefore extremely rejoiced 
that ſo fortunate an opportunity was likely 
to be preſented to him of difencumbering 


his eſtate. His daughter was now marriage- 
able; 


able; 
that 

tweer 
more 
he Cc 
hand. 


Th 
widoy 
to he 
nage, 
of a la 
ſhow, 
within 
fortun 
nature 
therefc 
allo d. 
pected 
lecure 


In h 
derly l 
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able; and who can blame the good father 
that he wiſhed to bring about a match be- 
tween her and the rich Marquis? and the 
more certainly to accompliſh his purpoſe, 


he confided his whole plan to her before- 
hand. 


The Counteſs von M—— was the lively 
widow of an old diſagreeable huſband, who, 
to her great joy, died ſoon after their mar- 
nage, and left her the unlimited poſſeſſion 
of a large fortune. Being much inclined to 
ſhow, luxury, and diſſipation, ſhe had, 
within two years, nearly run through this 
fortune, when ſhe heard from the good- 
natured hoſteſs this lucky ſecret. It was 
therefore equally natural that ſhe ſhould 
allo deviſe every means to decoy the ex- 
pected Marquis to herſelf, and thus hope to 
lecure an inexhauſtible ſource of riches, 


In her early youth the Counteſs had ten- 
derly loved, and been beloved by, a hand- 
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ſome Lieutenant; and in conſequence of this 


after 
amour, at ſeventeen ſhe became the mother 


of a daughter, whoſe birth was ſo carefully ey 
concealed that the Counteſs was never ſul— Tt 
pected, though ſhe remained at her father's 3 R 
houſe. The child was immediately com- 5 
mitted to the care of a poor parlon's 3 
_— her i 
: rate 
When the Counteſs became a widow "REN 
herſelf, ſhe took her daughter and this old "EY 
woman to live near her; for notwithſtand- the E: 
ing the general giddineſs of her character, by the 
ſhe loved the former with maternal affection. WF , 135 
This child of love, whoſe name was Emily, I lin. 
was extremely like her mother; but with- 
out making any remarks on this ſtriking Gae! 
reſemblance, ſhe was unanimouſly held, by KK 
the good-natured peaſants, to be the By all. 
daughter of the parſon's widow ; and in . of 
order to avoid more critical obſervers, ſhe br 5 
lived with her in a retired cottage built to "HF : 


them by the Counteſs in her park; to which 
aftcl 
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after the death of her huſband, ſhe had ad- e 
del part of a neighbouring wood. io % 


The real mother of this child, who wiſhed e 

to eſtablith her darling reſpectably, thought 5 | 10 | ö 

the prelent a fine opportunity to endeavour il 111 ! 

to accompliſh her object; and by throwing 1 

her in his way, hoped that ſhe might capti- 1 Un Aj f 
rate the inexperienced Marquis. With e 
tis view, Emily had been tent every day, ; 
during the whole ſummer, to the ſummit of Vn: 10 

the Fichtelberg, to await his coming, and, os 
by the inſtructions of her mother, the was | NF 
'W to do all in her power to attract and detain e 
= hm. 


Such was the ſituation of affairs when the 1 
innocent Wolfgang arrived in thi; country. . 
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By ail thoſe who were intereſted in the com- 
ms of the expected Marquis, he was taken 
for him, and for this reaſon was received by 
them with ſo much honour. 


8 


2 — — 
ELLE En OD Te Os 
I 28 — US og EIN ECTS 
— T—— MI Z — 
* 
7 - = 


- Ha 


— — 
5 E — —= =3 5 
— —— — | E 
88 40 EE SE LITE g — T — mor: 
. er N TVC ³·Wꝛ᷑ĩð ff 77 p5 
> 0-0 2 5 ; Ee ERIE a 
. 


— — 
2 


bl 
* Fi i? 
K #1 
ne 
ine 
be "ro TH 477 
; 150 1 * 


2 EY j TY CER = ** 
2 
2 artes 

TL. 


— —— 
r 
3 r 83233. 
— — 
— 


— 
— — 
A r 


29 dns — — ret — = 


. 
— — 


174 THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 


It is now certain that no ſorcerer deluded 
him when he thought he ſaw the Counteſs 
von M , fometimes as a fine lady, and 
ſometimes as a peaſant girl. Nor was it 
more extraordinary, when he was in a park 
laid out after the Engliſh faſhion, that he 
thould by various ways, conſtantly come 


again to the houſe ſituated at the end of it, 


and to which all theſe ways purpoſely 
bd. 


But then who was the old man whom 
Wolfgang fo undefignedly murdered ? Who 
the poor forſaken female ? Who were the 
horſemen who releaſed him the firſt time ? 
And who the ſorcerer who releaſed him the 
ſecond time out of captivity ? 


Theſe queſtions I cannot poſſibly anſwer 
now. The time will come when my readers 
will learn every thing ; but the where and 
the when I muſt leave undetermined ; be- 
cauſe the little Atalante has overtaken the 
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CHAP. XII. M 


W or.rc 4 NG fout of breath, heated, that 


trembling, and looking with fear at his Con- 


guereſs.) © I can go no farther! let what W 
will happen, T can go no farther! I have dear 
done every thing that the power of man lady 
could do; but I mult yield, and it is not ler 
my fault.“ | look 
| | the 
Afaiden {alſo out of breath.) Thou rude ill- feel 
behaved man!] at laſt I have caught thee; I boſor 
called to thee ſeveral times, but thou wouldeſt 
not mind me; and what is now come of it? 1 


We 
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We are both out of breath, and not able to . 1 
talk with one another.” l 


Wolfgang (hiding his eyes.) Ah! I dare 1 4 05 Wl 
not look at you, leſt I am quite loſt. . „ 
» ; N j ij 

Maiden. Why, for what reaſon? do + | ER 
look at me! am I then ſo ugly?“ WR TG 


Wolfgang. © Oh that it was but nature Ws 
that it was no enchantment !” . 


Maiden. «© How! doſt thou believe, 
dear Savoyard, that I paint myſelf like a fine | F 
lady? that I (raking his hand, and rubbing | 
her cheek with it ſoftly) convince thyſelf! 
look, my colour is as natural as thine ; is 
the conſequence of running fo faſt ; only 
feel how I burn (putting his hand to her f . Is 
biſom) only feel how my heart beats.“ . 
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In order to avoid the appearance of any 
thing unnatural and inconſiſtent in my nar- 
rative, IJ conſider myſelf as neceſlitated here 
to deſcribe the ſituation of poor Wolfgang, 
when he was led fo unexpectedly from one 
extreme to another. In runmng he had 
itumbled over a ſtick, and, though he had 
indeed endeavoured to preſerve his balance, 
after tottering up and down for ſome time, 
like a nine- pin when it is touched by the 
ball, the diſproportion of gravity at laſt 
drew him backwards to the ground : he fell 
amongſt the elaſtic branches of ſome young 
beeches, which rocked him up and - down, 
and made it impoſſible for him to riſe, be- 


caulc every ſupport which he caught at was 
too weak, and let him fink again. 


In this fituation the purſuing damſel 
overtook him. She laid hold of his arm, 
but prudently did not draw him from it, as 
he was now no longer able to fly, but re- 
mained in her power. In running after him 
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the buſhes had often caught her; one of 
them had half torn off her handkerchief, 
another had ſnatched it quite away ; but 
entirely occupied with the deſire to overtake 
the flying youth, ſhe perceived nothing of 
this. But as Wolfgang uncovered his eyes, 
and from an irreſiſtible impulſe drew her 
towards him, and boldly ſnatched a kiſs, ſhe 
became at once ſenſible of her loſs, and 
ſpringing from his arms with all her ſtrength, 
in extreme confuſion turned her back to 
him. 


lt would have been eaſy for him now to 


fly, but the tables were turned, and at this 
moment, if the maiden had flown, Wolfgang 
would have followed her, as aſſiduouſly as ſhe 
had followed him before. Devils and 
ſorcery were altogether vaniſhed from his 
remembrance, and he thought only of the 
heaven in the damſel's arms. You muſt 
be mine! my wife! thought he at this mo- 
ment, and drew near to her again. 
16 «© Rude 
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Rude unmannerly man!“ ſhe ſaid, 
give me back my handkerchief, or I will 
never look at you any more; give: it me, or 
I will go away directly.“ 


Wolfgang, © Dear, dear maiden! how 


ſhould I give you what I do not poſleſs? | 


probably you have loſt it in running.” 


Maiden. And who 1s in fault then? 
certainly thou; and now thou mayſt help 
me to look for it. 


Emily, for it was her, went on before, and 
Wolfgang followed patiently after her. He 
looked carefully at every buſh, for he hoped, 
if he found the handkerchief, at leaſt to ſee 
the fair maiden's face again, and perhaps 
to earn a reward for his zeal. Fortune 
favoured him ; he ſaw it hanging on a buſh 
not far off, and jumping forward, he cried 
out, as happy as a King who had recon- 


quered | 


que 
1h 


it 1 


hi 
Kt 
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quered his loſt kingdom, I have it! 


J have it!.“ 


Emily (looking after him.) * Then throw 
it to me.“ 


Wolfgang dolefully ). Throw it to 
you ! and you will not fetch it yourſelf, nor 


give me a kiſs as a reward?“ 
0 9 - 
Emily. No! give it to me now.“ 


Wolfgang (throwing the ng 70 
ker. } ** There you have it then! But 


| Emily (putting it on haſlily, and turning to 
him. ) © Well, but—what then?“ [with a 
| kind look at him;} © * thou wilt 
run away from me again.“ 


Wolfgang (rather huffily. , «© Very poſ- 
ſibly.“ 5 


Emily . 


1 
3% 1 
4, 11 I 
2+) 9 2 
* 'S $ 
1 1 7 955 
1811 * 1 
1 EY 
6 0 
7* * þ * 
' A 8 
to j W , PF 
i n * 
a Ft 
13S 
. 1 
wah 4. 57 L 
Eine 
inn. f 
. 
+4 : 
* 155 
: %7 4 


SE Eng. I 8 
—ůů — 


— 
- CERT I IEF." ee. 
A bo. I CI 
— ——— EE 
= TX ere A i. an ES 
Tr ps: g : 
— — r . 
= 


— — — 
> £ 


{1 
1 
10 * 
1 
. Tn 
Mts 1 
in LOTT! 
int " 
. 11 
4 I ih 
Mi N 
Ni 4 i” 
tir ik 
, . fl . 
H : 11 
MW 148 
* i! ' 
itt Tt! 
is 16 1 
Mee 
ttt { 
1 
fit 
1 it 
WIN 14 
1 1 
1 
q Hy 
N M net 
i i 1. Kt [2 
, i} its 19th 
y LIE 31 y l 
| MeV tle INT 
: * 1 V 
l i 
* 90 
Wi i i f 
44 4 ia * } 
ly j in 
j enen n 
lit | : 
' | 
(1:4 4 my 
i (bt 74 1 
Tt . 
* 16 1 
11 11 6 
} PF; 60-00 ö 
} RMIT it : 
; 11 1060 | 
1 k * 1 i 
[ f / ny 
4 4141 q 
ö ö 7 
[ j 
. : 
1% : : 
* 


— —— 


* 
I — 


—. — 
— = - 
— . — — = CALDER E: 
EET — 2 S ac. 
— ne 


TOs oe — = 
—— 


r 


2 2 
— — A — — 
XL 


C inn 
- - 2 


8 * * 7 ' 0 A 7 


- — 2 2 5 


— — * — N 
— - a 2 8 
a”. 4 * * 4.3 


1 
61 

i 4 bl 
WH | i | 
166 i J Fl { 

? 49 Fi 
f N Mat + 
bit 9 700 [1 : 

J i oy 1 
1 if! 2 | F 
$938 465 [7 20 x: 

1 [i e 
7 5 i! 1 
i 10 716 hl {tt 
8 ' 1 

f Ft 0 

| 0 


— — 
— — 92 
Fe Ie 
3 


— 


* — 


r 


＋ 


1 
2 
F 3 = I He 
— = - 5 


4 
OY Ion 
* 
PPP 
8 3 an 
2 — 
r 
2 


5 
— 
es 
. 


* 
S 
— ö 


— 
4 : 


- —— 
3 


OY Beet c c 
. . Yo % Wt. r 
* 


* 
— 5 
3 x 

2” > 


+ 
x 2 1 
nd * + "23 1-4 
22 — nn 
. — p 


— 
"on ir AAAS. bbb 
— 5 —b— 


— 
„„ 1 
> c = — 0 — 


A is ns 
34S 


S 
— 


— * 


182 THE MOUNTAIN corr ACER. 


Emily. © Well, go, go! I certainly ſhall 
not run after thee any more. But if thou 
goeſt, then thou wilt never obtain in thy 
lite. Yet go, now go.” | 


Wolfgang, © What ſhall I never obtain 
in my life ? O ſpeak out ! what ?” 


Emily. © Thou wouldeſt know it already. 


But go now; I certainly do not hinder 
thee.” 


Wolfgang. © But if I do not go? if I 
follow you patiently wherever you lead me ; 
how then?“ 


Emily, © Then, indeed, I will forget 
evcry thing ; then thou ſhalt be rewarded.” 


She looked kindly at him ; and Wolfgang, 
quite tranſported, took his reward. 
6 
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Emily (putting lier hand before his 
nouth.) Enough, enough! Wilt thou 
always follow me? never more forſake me? 
I can love thee with all my heart. Thy 
curling hair,” (ie frokes him ſoftly on the 
forehead, ) - pleaſes me; thy roſy cheeks and 
thy black eyes are fine. Do I pleaſe thee 
allo?“ 


Wolfgang. Do you pleaſe me!“ he 
ſunk on his knee “ God of heaven I adore 
you.“ 


Wolfgang preſſed Emily to his breaſt, and 
though they ſpoke not a word, their hearts 
underſtood each other, and the inſeparable 
bond of love was inwardly ſworn to by them 
both. 


Emily (diſengaging herſelf from him.) 
Dear, good! now let us go! My mother 
will expect me; 1 cannot any longer deprive 


her 
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her of the joy of hearing that I have found 
thee.“ > 


They walked on, and as Wolfgang began 
now to recover his recol ection, the terror 


that this lovely creature might be an illuſion | 


of enchantinent took poſſeſſion of his mind, 
for he extremely dreaded the loſs of ner. In 
order to become more certain on this point, 
he began to aſk, © Who is your mother, 
dear maiden ?” 


Emily. We {hall ſoon be with her; 
ſhe lives at the end of the park in the little 
white cottage, the roof of which thou ſeefl 
ſhining there.” | 


At the words, white cottage, he ſtarted; 
and when he actually ſaw the top of the roof, 
his ſteps tottered. The magnet by his fide 
drew him forwards ; fear of the ſorcerer and 


all his crew, held him back. But, as the 


moſt ancient of the Poets have already evi- 
dently 
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dently proved that love vanquiſhes every 
thing, my readers will eaſily imagine that, 


notwithſtanding his doubts and fears, he re- 


lolved to follow the fair maiden, and could 
not poſſibly perſuade himſelf that Satan 
could aſſume a form of ſuch purity and per- 
fection. Jo obtain, it poſſible, ſtill farther 
ligat, he began again to alk queſtions. 


. Wolfgang, © Sweet maiden, do you 
know the Counteſs von M—— ?”? 


Emily. „Do] know my ſecond mother! 
what a queſtion ! I am indebted to her tor 
all that I pollets ;—the houſe to which we 
are going is her property; this woud, and 


every thing that thou leeit belongs to her. 


No mother can love a child more teaderly 
than ſhe loves me.“ 


I olfgang. 
her; ſo like her, that I ſhould take you and 
her for the ſame perion, if your own account 
and your more youthful figure did not con- 

vince 


« You are extremely like 
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vince me to the contrary, I have ſeen and 
converſed with the Counteſs von M-——,” 


J know that, ſimpleton! She 
has told me every thing, and complained 
bitterly that thou waſt ſo abominably taken 


Emily, 


away from her lately, as ſhe was bringing 


thee to viſit me.” 


Wolfgang was very glad, from this rela- 
tion, to be more and more confirmed in his 
conjecture, that his ſuppoſition about the 
devil and ſorcery had been an error. Cer- 
tainly, he thought, as the Counteſs von 
M—-— and this maiden are different per- 
ſons, the other ſorcerer- like adventures may 
probably have ariſen from equally natural 
cauſes. Wiſhing to inveſtigate this fill 
more clearly, he reſolved to continue his 
queſtions ; and hoped, from the information 
of his beloved maiden, to obtain ſatisfactory 
explanations on theſe heads. He was juſt 
going to aſk how it could poſſibly be, that 
from various, and apparently contrary ways 
he 
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he always returned to the ſame houſe, from 
which he believed himſelf far diſtant, when 
ul at once a great noiſe behind them caught 
his attention. He turned about inſtantly, 
and faw two men in maſks ſtanding before 
him. We have you at Jaſt, my Lord 
Marquis!“ they called out, jeeringly; and 
before Wolfgang could recover himſelf, and 
make any anſwer, one of them ſtabbed him 
twice in the body with a dagger, and then 
they both made their eſcape into the 
thicket. 


Wolfgang ſunk, rattling in the throat, to 
the earth; his eyes cloſed, and the afflicted 
deſpairing Emily ſoon ſaw no ſigns of life 
in him. She at laſt recollected, that if it 
vere poſſible for any aſſiſtance yet to be of 
ſervice to him, her mother, who had ſome 
kill in the uſe of certain herbs, was moſt 
likely to render it efficaciouſly, She haſtened 
therefore to her, and ſoon returned, weeping 
and out of breath, with the old woman. As 

they 
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they came to the place where Wolfgang was mig! 
attacked by the murderers, à profufion of WM © © 
blood plainly pointed out where he had lain; aby 
but the body was gone. They perceived a 80 
bloody track from this ſpot, which they fol- 9 0 
lowed, and it led them down through the 
thicket, and brought them at no great 
diſtance to the edge of the ſhaft of an old 
mine, where the track ceaſed; and convinced | 
them, that during Emily's abſence the mur— 

derers had returned, carried off the bleeding 

corpſe, and thrown it into this ſhaft, in 


order, if poſſible, to elude all enquiry on the 
ſubject. | 


lent 


Emily and the old woman ſtood for ſome | 
time quite diſconfolate by the fide of this 
horrible grave. The former wept, though 
a new acquaintance, the object of a ſtrong 
and tender paſſion : the latter mourned 
over her diſappointed hopes of wealth, 
which had all vaniſhed with the ſuppoſed 
Marquis. The fear that the murderers 

might 
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t return once more, and plunge them, 
dence of the 


migh 
as evi 
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CHAP, XIII. 


Capra Wildner became a ſoldier 


rather from neceſſity than inclination ;- be- 


cauſe his father, Colonel Wildner, though he 
left behind lum a high reputation for courage 
and integrity, ſcarcely left a pittance of 
fortune ſufficient to pay the expences of his 
funeral. The fon, who had always main— 
tained as diſtinguiſhed a character for virtue 
and bravery as the facher, at forty years old 
had only riſen to the rank of Captain. 
With the fomewhat more liberal income 
which he then enjoyed, he began to feel in 
its 
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its fuli force the truth of the ſaying, © Thar 
it is not good for man to be alone.” He 
ſought therefore for a helpmate amongſt the 
daughters of the land, and ſoon found one 
in the perſon of a parſon's daughter, who 
was indeed poor in worldly wealth, but rich 
in the qualities which moſt laſtingly ſecure 


the happinels of the marriage ſtate. 


Wildner began firſt to live in her ſociety, 
and his wife and two children became ſo dear 
to him, that he would not have exchanged 
his ſituation for the poſſeſſion of kingdoms. 
After a few years of enjoyment, a war, which 
deſolated his native land, tore him from the 
only bleſſing that the world had ever afforded 
him, aud which he reſigned, on the call of 
duty, with infinite reluctance. 


When he returned home for the firſt time, 
after an abſence of ten years, he found his 
wife dead, and his two children, a boy and 
girl, under the care of a near relation, whoſe 
extraordinary kindneſs to his forſaken wife 
and 
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and babes gave ſome conſolation to the 
afflicted huſband. As theſe children were 
nearly grown up, the father took his fon 
with him, to join the army now ready to 
march, to oppoſe an enemy which had juſt 


rekindled the flame of war againſt his | 
His daughter, an almoſt perfect 


country. 
model of conſummate beauty, and with a 


mind of the moſt untainted innocence, con- 


tinued under the protection of her ſecond 
mother ; and nothing but the hope that 


the welfare of his darling would be ſecure | 


under ſuch protection, could have enabled 
the father to ſupport this ſeparation with 
any fortitude. - 


The foſter-mother of Clara had hitherto 
lived in the town ; but longing for quiet, a 
not unnatural conſequence of age, the 
moved into a neighbouring village, and 
there, in the calm of ſolitude, devoted the re- 
mainder of her days to God. Clara accom- 
panied her thither, and from her gentle ſen- 


timental character, ſoon found a thouſand 
pleaſures 
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pleaſures in the country, that ſhe had never 
felt in the town. It was a luxury to the 
native ſimplicity of her ſoul, to leave her 
downy pillow early in the morning, and con- 
template, from an adjoining hill, the ma- 
jeſtic rifing of the ſun. Her heart expanded, 
with the xeviving animation of nature, to 
the ſublimeſt emotions of delight. She 
adored the omnipotence of God in this 
glorious picture ; ſhe worſhipped him in 
every blade of graſs, and in every drop of 
dew which ſhone like chryſtal upon its de- 
licate texture and vivid hue. 


Nothing opens the heart, and awakens 
every dormant feeling in the human ſoul, to 
a ſtate ſo ſuſceptible of impreſſion, as the 
ſerene beauty of ſuch a morning. Every 
thing lives, every thing moves, every thing 
expreſſes, in its own peculiar manner, its 
participation in the joys of this moment. 
The lowing of the herds, the bleating of the 
| ſheep, the ſinging of the birds, the hum of 
the inſects, all fill the great chorus which 
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hails the return of day. But it is a ſcene 
only to be felt, not deſcribed. No poet, 
no painter, can do it juſtice ; it is too great, 
too ſublune, to come within the limits of 
their powers. Whoever really feels and en- 


joys it, will own with me, that at no other | 


time he ever finds his mind elevated towards 


the Sovereign of the Univerſe with ſuch a 
The heart overflows 


fervor of devotion. 
with an exceſs of feeling; one ſtretches out 
one's arms, and longs to embrace the utmoſt 
bounds of creation ; the graſp 1s too mighty, 
and the full ſoul ſeeks a kindred mind to 
ſhare theſe overpowering emotions. 


As Clara fat, in one of the fineſt mornings 
of the ſpring, under the ſhade of a itately 
old. oak, with all theſe ſenſations newly 
awakened in her boſom, ſhe was ſeen by the 
young Baron von Tiefenthal, who lived in a 
town not far diſtant. He had been lent 
thither by his father for the purpoſe of pur- 
ſuing his ſtudies ; but inſtead of fulfilling 
this, devoted himſelf to all kinds of diſſipa- 

| tion. 
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tion. He was hunting in this romantic 
country, as he now ſaw, unnoticed by her, 
the beautiful Clara, The power of her 
charms had an inſtantaneous effect on him. 


In the courſe of his licentious amours, he 


had never ſeen the bloom of ſuch a cheek, 
the expreſſion of ſuch an eye, and ſtill leſs 
any thing like the innocent pleaſure which 
was painted on her lovely face, evidently 
ariſing from her enjoyment of the beauties of 


nature, as ſhe contemplated the ſurrounding 
country. 


Tiefenthal, whoſe intemperate paſſions 
were already highly excited, reſpectfully ap- 
proached the fair creature. © I am fortu- 
nate,“ he faid, to find here a congenial ſoul, 
which can feel what I feel, and will there. 
lore pardon my breaking in on thoſe feelings 
which my heart -3s full of, and fo ardently 
wiſhes to ſhare with one of ſimilar ſenti- 


would have flown, if her heart had not felt 
this ſimilarity too powerfully ; or if the youth 
who ſtood before her, had not been ſo hand- 


K 2 ſome, 


ments,” Clara ſtarted; up, alarmed, and 
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ſome, and had not ſupplicated ſo urgently 
for her longer ſtay, One word brought on 

another. The diſſembler knew ſo well how 
to play his part; talked ſo much of the 


beauties of nature, of the pleaſures they held | 


out to the admirers of them, that the un- 
ſuſpecting maiden ſoon found his company 
agreeable, and was not diſpleaſed when he 
promiſed to come there again the next morn- 
ing, and ſhare with her this rational de- 
light. 


I ſhould deviate from my purpoſe, and 
extend my hiſtory to many volumes, if I 
ſhould continue to relate thus circumſtanti- 
ally the whole account of the ſeduction of 
the artleſs Clara. I- will therefore be as 
conciſe as poſſible. She ſaw the beautiful 
youth again the next and many following 
days. She found his converſation extremely 
agreeable, and giving way to the impulſe of 
nature, ſhe ſoon loved him with the greateſt 
tenderneſs, without having any idea of his 


villany, and her own danger. But betore 
two 
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two months were elapſed he had taken ad- 


vantage of her innocence, and ſhe became 
his victim. 


Clara felt her fall very deeply, and in the 
firſt bitter moments of regret, determined 
never to ſeg the youth again. But his per- 
tuaſions, and the pleadings of her own heart 
tor him, were ſo powerful, that notwith- 
ſtanding her reſolution, ſhe ſaw him again in 
the evening, and from that time received his 
clandeſtine viſits in a remote chamber in 
the houle of her foſter-mother. The natu- 
ral conſequence of this connection enſued ; 
and as ſoon as Clara was ſenſible of it, ſhe 
claimed from her lover the tulfilment of his 
ſolemn engagements, and entreated him 
with anguith to conceal her ſhame, and 
marry her as ſoon as poſſible. 


Tiefenthal renewed his promiſes, and then 
left her, in order, as he ſaid, to mention the 
ſubject to his father, and to obtain his con- 
ſent to their marriage. But this was only 
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a pretence to deceive her, for he returned 
immediately to the town; and while the 
anxious Clara was praying for the ſucceſsful 
iſſue of his errand, and his ſpeedy return, he 
had forgotten her in the arms of proſtitu- 
tion. One evening when he was drunk, a 
quarrel aroſe between him and one of his 
companions, from whom he would forcibly 
have taken a favourite girl, and he was 
ſtabbed by him in the ſcuffle, and died 
without having repented—without having 
even confeſſed the crimes that he had com- 


mitted here below. His father was in⸗ 


formed of his miſerable end, and as he very 
naturally endeavoured to draw a veil over 
it, his being dead was but little known, and 
the manner of his death ſtill leſs. 


While the corpſe of Tiefenthal was 
mouldering in the grave, and his ſoul gone 
to its dreadful account, Clara was impa- 


tiently expecting his return. Every day | 


increaſed her forrow, and alſo made her 


ſituation more conſpicuous, till at laſt ſhe 
was 
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was no longer able to conceal this, and much 
leſs her tears, from the watchful eye of her 
ſoſter- mother. She owned to her the reaſon 
of her ſorrow ; and the dreadful intelligence 
had ſuch an effect on her, that it threw her 
into a deadly ſickneſs. Before ſhe died ſhe 
wrote to Captain Wildner, informing him 
of Clara's unhappy ſit uat ion, and of the pro- 
bability of her own death. 


On the very day in which the wretched 
Clara had buried her invaluable, and now 
for ever loſt friend, her father and brother 
returned, and entered her room in a violent 
agitation: She fainted away at the fight of 
them, and was only recovered, after ſome 
time, by the affectionate careſſes of her 
father. He ſoothed her anguiſh, and pro- 
miſed never to think harſhly of her; and 
alſo to pardon her ſeducer if he would re- 
pair the injury that he had been guilty of, 
and reward her too tender love by making 
her his wife. As ſhe till believed that her 
lover was ſincere, and now with his father, 
KS. the 
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the Captain did not go to the town, where, 
by minute enquiries, he would probably have 
learnt his dreadful end; but he ſet out 
with her directly for the village in which 
was the Baron von Tiefenthal's caſtle. His 
intention was, firſt to ſpeak with the young 
man, and if he found him faithful, then to 
talk with the old Baron on the juſtice due 


to his daughter ; but if he found young 


Tiefenthal a villain, unmindful of his en- 
gagements, he then reſolved to take fearful 
vengeance on the traitor, 


Before ſhe could reach the village, poor 
Clara, overcome by fatigue and anxiety, fell 
dangerouſly ill. In conſequence of this 
they ſtopped at a cottage, the owners of 
which received them with kindneſs, and en- 


tertained them in the beſt manner they 


were able. After two days of ſevere ſuffer- 
ing, Clara, rather before her time, was de- 
livered of a boy. Both mother and child 
were almoſt dead; and unfortunately in this 

*part of the country there was no medical 
7 EN aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance to be obtained. The poor diſcon- 
ſolate old father often ſat for hours by her 
bedſide in ſilence and deſpair; but when 
now and then Clara appeared to revive, and 
claſped her crying infant to her breaſt, he 
was comforted again, and hoped that all 
might yet Be well. 


In converſation with his kind hoſt, he 
learned that the old Baron von Tiefenthal's 
Caſtle was only about nine miles from 
thence ; that his ſon was a profligate youth, 
the terror of all parents who had handſome 
daughters, and of all huſbands who had 
handſome wives; and that he was now the 
declared lover of the beautiful Counteſs von 
M Whether he was at preſent with 


his father, or roving about elſewhere, the 


old peaſant, who ſeldom left his ſolitude, 
could not tell. 


This heart-rending deſcription: of the ſe- 
ducer of his child induced the Captain to 
ſend his fon to the village, which lay near 
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the caſtle, to learn ſome farther particulars 
reſpecting young Tietenthal, and whether 
he was now in the country. He went the | 
{ame day on which the old Baron brought | 
poor Woltgang with him to his houſe. | 


Many of the inhabitants of the village, who and 
in paſſing, took him for his fon, warned their | her, 
daughters of him in the preſence of young the 
Wildner; and when he» made farther en- the 
quiries about him, he heard the fame ac- the! 
count that had already been given to his for 
father. We ſuppoſed him,” they added, any 
« dead ; but weeds do not die, and now we WW mat 
mult take care, or we ſhall live to ſee new cen 
diſtreſſes brought amongſt us by his de- 

baucheries.“ 1 
alre 

When the ſon returned with this lament- the! 


able account to his father, both, glowing 
with indignation, vowed to revenge them- 
ſelves on the traitor, if he would not render 
full and complete ſatisfaction to the injured 
Clara, Young Wildner went out again, 

and 
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and ſwore to his father not to return till he 
brought the betrayer with him. 


He met the Counteſs von M——'s coach 
as ſhe was carrying Wolfgang to her caſtle ; 
and being informed by a peaſant that it was 
her, and «that her companion was no doubt 
the young Baron von Tiefenthal, he followed 
the carriage with haſty ſteps, and overtook 
them walking in the grove. His impatience 


for revenge did not permit him to aſk for 


any explanation ; he only peremptorily com- 


manded Wolfgang to follow him, who inno- 


cently complied with this demand. 
The ſequel of this melancholy ſtory is. 


already known to my readers, and it would: 
therefore be ſuperfluous to relate it again. 
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CHAP. XIV, 


Ox the evening of the ſame day, in which 
poor Wolfgang was ſo barbarouſly murdered, 
the innocent Emily, ſeated under the ſhade ſel 
of a lime, wept ſincerely this unexpected pc 

aisfortune. He was, in their ſhort ac- 
quaintance, become very dear to her, and 
was always preſent to her imagination, as 
he had knelt before her, when they th 
ſilently, but expreſſively pledged to each 
other mutual fidelity. To have loſt him in 
a moment after, and that without a hope of 
ever ſeeing him again, were circumſtances of 
ſuch bewildering horror, that all attempts to 


reconcile herſelf to them were in vain, Not 
| far 
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far from her ſat her foſter- mother and the 


Counteſs von M „with diſappointment 
ſtrongly depicted on their countenances, in 
earneſt converſation. All their plans and 
hopes were defeated by Woltgang's death, 
and the thoughtleſs Counteſs felt, for the 
firſt time, a real anxiety how to diſengage 
herſelf from her debts, and leave an unen- 
cumbered eſtate to her daughter. They 
nad juſt come to a reſolution to have the 
dead body drawn out of the ſhaft early the 
next morning, and to appropriate to them- 
ſelves whatever they might find in the 
pockets of the deceaſed, as a lawful inheri- 
tance, as a young peaſant ran by them in the 
utmoſt haſte; anguiſh and fear were painted 
on his brow, and his terrible groans made 
them notice and ſtop him. © What has 
happened to you?“ aſked the Counteſs. 


Young Peaſant (breathleſs). © I was 
gathering berries in the wood near the ſhaft 
—there is ſomething alive in it—it moaned 


—] ran 
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I ran away! and now I always think it is 


coming after me! 
3 

c That is my poor Savoyard !” cries 8 
Emily, ſtarting up; © Oh if he yet lives, d 
how happy I ſhall be!“ « Yes, indeed, FE 
how happy we ſhall be!“ cry the Counteſs * 
and the old woman.-—< I will go to him ! I u 
muſt ſee him and comfort him !”” cries bl 
Emily, and fhe was running forwards. The 'S 
prudent old woman detained her, and con- ch 
vinced her that to comfort him was im- "I 
poſhble, till they had obtained aſſiſtance to oa 
draw him from the ſhaft. by 
The inhabitants of the neighbouring vil- | 
lage were ſummoned ; and, furniſhed with a 
cords, poles, and ladders, ſet out to accom- we) 
pliſh this purpoſe. On the way it firſt 
occurred to the Counteſs, that, perhaps, the Ev. 
depth of the ſhaft might baffle all their en- ws 
deavours ; but an old peaſant, who walked FRE: 
next to her, aſſured her to the contrary, for thin; 


that one of his calves had fallen in there the ane 
year EE: 
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year before, and that he had ventured down IVY 

to reſcue it, and did not find the hole above — 19 
WM . forty feet deep, and the bottom of it was We 
overgrown with ſoft moſs. He offered to go 
down now with a rope, and bind the unfor- 0 
tunate perſon who had been thrown in there, 1 10 
when thoſe on the outſide could draw him 15 5 | 
up, and afterwards himfelf. This comforta- 14 j | 
ble account drew them all on with increafing Ws | 
hafte, and they came to the mouth of the We bak 
ſhaft in a very ſhort time. Emily was the 
firſt there, and bending over the edge, ſhe 
called to her dear Savoyard, and was anſwered 
by a deep moan. 
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The peaſant went down, and ſoon called 1}! 
out, Draw him up, I have faſtened him „ 
well. He is ſtill alive, and ſpeaks, but it is 0 
in a language that I do not underſtand.” 
Every one took hold of the ropes, and drew 
with united ſtrength; Enuly herſelf was 
amongſt them, and was anxiouſly careful 
that her Wolfgang might not be wounded 
anew in this operation. At laſt the load 
| 5 came 
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came near, and with one effort more it lay 
before them, when they all became ſpeechleſs 
with aſtoniſhment at ſeeing, not the hoped- 
for Savoyard, but a handſomely dieſſed 
woman. She moaned lamentably, and kept 
her right hand upon her heart. Her cloaths 
were bloody, and when they examined her, 
they found a dagger plunged, up to the hilt, 
1n her left breaſt. As ſhe endeavoured, in 
vain, to draw this out, a good-natured pea- 
{ant rendered her this aſſiſtance, and a ſtream 
of blood flowed after it. 'The unfortunate 
woman once opened her large blue eyes, and 
then expired in the arms of the Counteſs. 


Emily very earneſtly entreated the peaſant 
in the ſhaft, to ſearch if there was not ſtill 
another body to be found. But be afturcd 
her, on his honour, that there were no 
more. 


Deceived in their hopes, the whole com- 
pany wandered back in a melancholy di- 
| poſition, 
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poſition, fully convinced, by this double 
proof, that there muſt be robbers and mur- . 
derers harboured in the wood. The Counteſs e 


reſolved, therefore, to have it ſearched tho- | i 171 
roughly the next day, and, in the mean- Wo: | 
while, for the greater ſecurity of her darling, Ni ö 
to take her, and her foſter- mother, with her $600 
to the caſtle. The corpſe of the ſtranger 0 
was alſo brought there, and they examined 00 


her clothes and her pockets, but found not | 47 I 
the leaſt clue to lead them even to gueſs who "Ms 
ſhe might be; they only diſcovered that this 
poor murdered woman was very big with Wl 
child. This dreadful fight excited new |; 140 FI 
compaſſion in the heart of the Counteſs ; ſhe N 
wept very ſincerely for her, and the next day | 
had her buried in her family vault. Wh 


Early the enſuing morning, the peaſants: 
from the village aftembled again, and went, 
with the ſervants of the Countels, to fearch 
the wood ; and if they did not take the mur- 
derers, at leaſt to alarm them by this atten- 
tion, and probably remove them from 
| thence. 
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thence, They returned, in the evening, 
without ſucceſs ; for, notwithſtanding their 
extreme diligence, they had neither found | 
any traces of Wolfgang, nor of the murderers. at a! 
After this, Emily returned to the cottage | preſe 
with the old woman, and the Counteſs re- 
ſolved to go and reſide, for ſome time, in the 
neighbouring town, partly to baniſh care, MW clea. 
and partly to execute a plan, which ſhe had for f 
formed, for the payment of her moſt urgent orat! 
debts. 


The day before that fixed on for her hen 
departure, a ſtranger arrived at the caſtle, and rive. 
enquired of the ſervants if the Counteſs von 
M lived there. On being anſwered in 
the affirmative, he deſired to ſee her, and, He 
when he was conducted to her, he preſented MI dire: 
ber with a caſket care ully ſealed up, and 
begged for a certificate that he had delivered requ 
it faithfully. The Counteſs opened the have 
caſket directly, and found, to her great 
aſtoniſhment, that it contained four thouſand 
ſequins, and a quantity of jcwels which were 

apparently 


. 
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apparently of great value. She examined 
it with the greateſt care, but found neither 
letter nor any thing elſe, by which ſhe could 
at all imagine from whom this magnificent 
preſent came, or whether it was properly 
allotted to her. But the addreſs, to which 
ſhe again, referred, appeared to prove this 
clearly. She enquirec in vain of the bearer 
for farther ſatisfaction, for he was unable to 
gratify her curioſity.— I am,” he ſaid, 
«* a Notary and Magiſtrate of the little 
town of W——, which lies four miles from 
hence. Yeſterday afternoon a carriage ar- 
rived there, and ſtopped at the Golden Sun, 
and a gentleman who had been dangerouſly 
wounded, was lifted out of it by his ſervants. 
He defired that a ſurgeon might be ſent for 
directly; but as the only one who lives in 
our town, was gone into the country, this 
requeſt was of no avail. He then begged to 
have a notary ſent for, and I was ſummoned 
to him immediately. He ſpoke to me at 
firſt in Italian, but as I did not underſtand 
him, he ſpoke to me in German. His firſt: 

enquiries 
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enquiries were about the next town, and 


whether he ſhould meet with a ſkilful ſur- 4 


geon there. When J had given him in— 
format ion on theſe particulars, he aſked if I 
knew where your Excellency lived. On 
my aſſuring him that I did, he ordered his 
valet to reach him this caſket. With much 
difficulty he wrote a very ſhort note, and 
laid it in the caſket, which he then ſealed up 
himſelf, and dictated the direction that is 
upon it to his valet. At laſt he delivered 
it to me with the moſt urgent requeſt to 
bring 1t over myſelf to your Excellency 
without delay. This I faithfully promiſed ; 
and he then gave me. as he expreſſed him- 
ſelf, a purſe of fifty ducats for my trouble, 
and ordered his ſervants to carry him again 
to his carriage. Before I could ſet out, be 
drove paſt my houſe; and what ſurpriſed 
me very much, went a quite contrary way 
than the direction which I had given him to 
the capital.” 


Counteſs, « Very extraordinary indeed! and 
to me at leaſt quite incomprehenſible. You 
mentioned 
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mentioned a little note that the ſtranger put 
into the caſket, and which, notwithſtanding 


my having looked with the greateſt care, I 


have not found.“ 


Notary, © I give my word, as a perſon of 
4 
honour, for the truth of my account ; the 
note muſt be there.” 


The Counteſs emptied the caſket quite 
out, and examined every paper in which any 
of the jewels were wrapped, but found 
nothing. At laſt ſhe ſaw a paper folded to- 
gether lying upon the ground. She took it 
up, and found that it contained the follow- 
ing words, written in a very illegible hand, in 
Italian, which it coſt the Counteſs much 
trouble to decipher : 


] ſend the adjoining, as the pro- 
perty of my dear, my adorable Emily. I 
entreat you to deliver it to her, and to aſſure 
her that I am, in my laſt moments, her 
faithful 
MAR LANECCO.“ 
Counteſs, 
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Counteſs. © Though there is a great 
deal that I do not yet underſtand in this 
affair, and perhaps never ſhall underſtand, 
this note certainly throws ſome light on the Ce 
ſubject. Was the perſon, who gave this hat 
caſket to you, young ? Had he black eyes mur 
and black hair ? 


Notary. © He can ſcarcely be more than than 


three or four and twenty, has large black Iver 


eyes and black hair.“ | migh 
penec 


Counteſs. © What clothes did he wear ?” 

Cor 
Notary. © That I cannot ſay, becauſe | leve 

he was laid upon the bed, and had a long him 

mantle thrown over him. His ſhirt was bim ſ 

ſtained with blood, and he complained of horſes 


having two dangerous wounds on the left poſſib 


ſide.” 

Bef 
Counteſs, * Did he ſpeak good Ger- Count 

man?“ lent, 

Quire 1 

Notary, 
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Notary. He ſpoke it fluently, but 
from weakneſs very ſlowly.” 1 


Counteſs. © Did he not relate to you by 1 
what accident he was wounded whether by . 
murderers, or in a duel?“ 1 mY 
Notary. No! I aſked him about it more 
than once, but I never obtained a direct an- 
ſwer; one time he faid, if I had attended, I 
might have gueſſed by what adventure it hap- 
pened, but that I had not taken notice of it.“ 


Counteſs, © It can be no other! I be- 
leve that I may now ſafely ſay, that I know 
bim very well, and was in company with 
tim ſome days ago. It is true! Carriage, 
horſes, and ſervants! yet what is there im- 
poſſible in this? It is he! it is he! 


Before the Notary took leave of the 
Counteſs, ſhe made him a handſome pre- 
lent, and earneſtly entreated him to en- 


quire which way the Marquis was gone; and 
if 
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if he learnt - where he was, to let her know Ml ancc 
directly. The Notary promiſed to do this, ¶ this 
and the better to keep his word, left the cou! 
caſtle immediately. and 
| | my | 
The Counteſs examined the preſent to pove 
Emily once again, and found that it was WM conſ 
more than ſufficient for the payment of her as ſh 
moſt preſſing debts ; but as it belonged en- ¶ endo 
tirely to her darling, ſhe was too conſcien- Ml woul 
tious not to ſhow it to her, and aſk her Ml his w. 
conſent firſt, before ſhe appropriated it to cue h 
this purpoſe. She ſent for her; and firit re- M ance ; 
lating the incident which had juſt occurred, M ride 
then mentioned her wiſh to apply this trea- M ſerran 
ſure to the liquidation of her debts, to which N xſtori 
ſhe aſſented without heſitation. know! 
In the 
Emily, who was as firmly convinced asMi!l 5 
the Counteſs that no other than her dezrM:nd m 
Savoyard could have ſent her this magni-WMEnily 
ficent preſent, wept and lamented him fin-Wnxioy 
cerely. He became dear to me,” ſhehoulq 


ſaid, © in the few moments of our acquaint 
| ance 


4 THE MOUNTAIN corrAGER. 217 


WT ance, and will eternally continue fo from 
this dying proof of his love for me. Oh! 

could I but ſave him, could I but nurſe 

and comfort him! I would willingly paſs 
my lite with him, even if it was to be in 
poverty. The Counteſs endeavoured to 
conſole her, and attained her end completely, 
as ſhe clearly proved to her, that a man, 
endowed with ſuch ſupernatural ſtrength, 
would certainly alſo have the means to heal 
his wounds. „If he could,” ſhe added, “ reſ- 
cue himſelf out of the ſhaft without any aſſiſt- 
ance ; if he could, in ſo ſhort a time, pro- 


, ide himſelf with a carriage, horſes, and 
a- eerrants, he, no doubt, poſſeſſes the power of 
0 rctoring himſelf to health, by his ſuperior 


knowledge probably in the uſe of fimples, 
In the meanwhile only wait patiently ; he 
vill ſooner or later return quite recovered, 
and make you the happieſt of women.” 
Emily promiſed to be eaſy, and looked 
anxiouſly towards the day in which ſhe 
hould again fee the beloved of her heart. 


L Before 


—.— —̃ DDV — = * 


218 THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 


Before two days were paſſed, the Count- 
eſs had ſold the jewels; and being now pol- 
ſeſſed of fixty thouſand florins, on the third 
day ſhe ſatisfied the greater part of her 
creditors. As ſhe ſat down to table in the 
evening, in company with her Emily, much 
eaſier in her mind on being relieved from! 
theſe incumbrances, a meflenger on horle- 
back arrived at the Caſtle. He brought her 
a letter from the Notary, in which he in- 
formed her, that he had been fortunatel 
enough to diſcover the route which the Mar- 
quis had taken, and had followed him te 
the next Saxon frontier town, where, to hi 
great grief, he found him in his coffin, and 
ſaw him buried the ſame day. That td 
the ſurpriſe of every body, his ſervants hag 
vaniſhed immediately after his death, anc 
left no traces of which way they were flown 
That the magiſtrate of the town had bee 
called in to take charge of whatever he mig 
have left; but that, excepting ſome fe 


clothes, and a little linen, there was not an 
thin! 
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9 thing found. It was therefore a well- 
Wounded preſumption, that his ſervants had 
en poſſeſſion of whatever papers and 
noney he might have had with him, as ſoon 


stheir maſter was dead, and had diſappeared 
n that account. 
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CHAP. XV. * 

by ſo 

held h 

her m 

Fay, on this freſh diſappointment « lifting 
her fondeſt hopes, felt all her ſorrow r@@"tmo! 
newed with greater keenneſs. She mourteWninut 
in Wolfgang a lover and benefactor, whiſcovere 
had, in her opinion, undeniably proved Wow as 
the latter his ſincerity in the former chM'cnt h 
rafter. Gratitude and love thus con bandag 
bined to fill her ſoul with a lively grief, th 
ſhe did not attempt to diſſemble. In V She 
her noble mother ſought to contole he bpeare 
ſhe rejected all conſolation, and withdre $20 anſo 
unperceived from the company, in order M'nebo 
be able to weep without interruption. Mi%y ha 
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The evening was delightful; the full 
noon, with her melancholy light, illu- 
minated the whole region, and invited 
Emily to wander down the avenue of the 
caſtlle, at the end of which ſhe ſtood ſtill, 
alorbed in her diſtreſsful feelings. In this 
tuation, without having heard any pre- 
rious noiſe, ſhe felt herſelf all at once ſeized 
by ſomebody with very ſtrong arms, who 
held her from behind, while another ſtopped 
her mouth, and covered her head; and then 
ifting her up, they carried her off with the 
utmoſt haſte. After running for ſome 
minutes, they put her into a carriage, but {till 
covered up, and drove off directly; and 
now as the rattling of the wheels would pre- 
rent her cries being heard, they took the 
bandage from her mouth. 


She wept and complained in vain, for they 
appeared not to mind her, as ſhe received 
no anſwer, though ſhe perceived plainly that 
lebody ſat on each fide of her. When 
tiey had driven for about an hour, the car- 


L 3 riage 
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riage ſtopped. Emily was lifted out, and tion: 
notwithſtanding her earneſt remonſtrancesM bis! 
they“ undreſſed her to her ſhift. In he ; 
efforts to reſiſt them ſhe pulled off the cloth wor: 
that covered her head, and ſaw, to her grea ö plic: 
amazement, that ſhe was in a wood; tha rem 
it was two men who were undreſſing her beg; 
and that two others ſtood by with lighteq rene 
torches. Believing herſelf to be, withouf 
doubt, in the hands of thoſe villains wh gin: 
had murdered her poor Wolfgang before heff 
eyes, ſhe fully expected to ſhare the ſam {aid 
fate; and, overcome with apprehenſion, ſun] age, 
into a ſwoon, out of which ſhe was fir hav 
rouſed by the ſhaking of the carriage. To hel 
great aſtoniſhment ſhe found herſelf quitM tak: 
dreſſed again; and this aſtoniſhment wal or a 
increaſed, as ſhe perceived that ſhe w: 
dreſſed as a man. The day now began tf 
dawn, and ſhe looked with ſurpriſe altei tem 
nately at herſelf, at the fine carriage, and a har 
her conductors. An old gentleman fat o 
her left hand, and oppoſite to her two dof ſtar 


meſtics, who carefully obſerved all her mc 
| tions 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 223 


tions; the former held a ſmelling-bottle in 
his hand, and addreſſed himſelf to Emily in 
a language of which ſhe underſtood not a 
word. Quite confounded by all the inex- 
plicable circumſtances of her ſituation, ſhe 
remained for ſome time filent ; but as ſhe 
began to recover from this, and to feel with 
renewed force her cruel ſeparation from her 
mother, ſhe was entirely overcome, and, be- 
pinning to weep bitterly, fell at the feet of 
the old man.—* Whoever thou art,“ ſhe 
laid, © let me hope for compaſſion from thy 
age, and thy venerable countenance | What 
have I done that I am treated in this man- 
ner? Whither doſt thou carry me? Oh, 
take me again to my diſconſolate mother, 
or at leaſt leave me at liberty! 


The old gentleman ſmiled rather con- 
temptuouſly, and made a long ſerious 
harangue in the ſame, to her unintelligible 
language, as he ſpoke before ; and notwith- 
ſtanding her repeatedly aſſuring him that ſhe 
did not underſtand him, he went on with 


L4 yet 
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yet more ſeriouſneſs, and at laſt pulled out a 
dagger and a piſtol, which he held to her 
breat with terrible threats; and Emily, 
trembling and weeping, ſhrunk from him into 
the corner of the carriage. 


A repetition of ſuch ſcenes frequently 
took place between this poor captive and 

the old gentleman, who ſhe obſerved was 
treated by the others with great reverence. 
They travelled very faſt, only ſtopping oc- 
caſionally for very ſhort intervals; and pre- 
viouſly to theſe, bandages were always put 
over Emily's eyes and mouth, and ſhe was 
made to ſit upon the floor of the coach, and 


obliged often to remain for ſome hours in 


this ſituation. She ſoon took notice that 
it was only in uninhabited places that they 
allowed her the privileges of ſight and 
ſpeech, or ever permitted her to get out of 
the carriage, at which times the old gentle- 
man always kept watch over her at a little 
diſtance, and never ceaſed to threaten her 
terribly, All kinds of refreſhments were 

offered 
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offered to her, but ſhe ſtubbornly refuſed 
them, till the old man conſtrained her to 
cat by the terrors of the piſtol. 


Emily, who had never before been ſe- 
parated for a day from her foſter-mother, 
was dreadfully haraſſed by a behaviour to 
which ſhe was ſo entirely unaccuſtomed, and 
by a thouſand painful apprehenſions as to 
the ſate to which ſhe might be deſtined. 
She was unable to ſleep, and, but for her 
youth and vigorous conſtitution, muſt have 
funk under the fatigue and diſtreſs which 
ſhe ſuffered. The idea of making her eſcape 
was conſtantly preſent to her, and particu- 
larly during the night, when her conductors 
were overpowered with ſleep; but ſhe ſoon 
perceived that this would be impracticable, 
as two ſervants, who ſat upon the box all 
day, always rode by the ſide of the carriage 
at night, and waked the guards within when» 


ever they came to a place where they w Were 
to take freſh horſes. 
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Four days and five nights they went on MI 
in this manner, and poor Emily was become ; all 
extremely weak, when at the dawn of the eit 
fifth day they ſtopped at a houſe, without her MI mi 
conductors having as uſual put the ban- III ©! 
dages upon her eyes and mouth. To her he 
great aſtoniſhment and ſatisfaction the door : tio 
of the carriage was opened, and ſhe was 
urged to get out, and immediately ſhewn MI 


into a room. But her joy was ſoon damped | 
when ſhe heard that all the inhabitants of ; 
the houſe ſpoke the ſame language, with 
which ſhe was daily tormented by her con- 
ductors; and ſhe was now convinced that 
ſhe was in a country where this was the Þ 
native language. They brought her ſome 


coffee, which ſhe ſwallowed with great eager- Ml '3ht 
neſs, not having had any thing of the kind lure. 
during her journey; and the old gentleman ct th 
took more pains to entertain her than ever. | ber f 
On Emily's again aſſuring him that ſhe did | ler's 
not underſtand one word of what he ſaid, ber te 
he ended the converſation with reproaches; Mauch 
and ſhe plainly ſaw that he made complaints {W*culi 


of} | 
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of her behaviour to the owner of the houſe, 
and ſhewed him a letter which greatly ex- 
cited his ſurpriſe; but ſhe was already ſo 
much uſed to riddles, that this appeared in- 
different to her, and, muſing within herſelf, 
ſhe did not pay them any farther atten- 
tion.“ 


They ſoon ſet out again on their journey, 
and traveiled now more leiſurely, putting 
c op regularly at the inns, where ſhe was libe- 
ally provided with every thing, and a parti- 
JJ cular table was always prepared for her. In 
+ che evening, as the old gentleman con- 
e {WI ducted her to a ſeparate bed-chamber, he 

Igwe her a parcel of women's apparel, at 


* 
cr. Wight of which ſhe once more felt real plea- 
= i] Out of gratitude, ſhe kiſſed the hand 


of the old man, who endeavoured to prevent 
ber ſhewing him this reſpect; and kiſſing 
ter's in return, he then withdrew, and left 
ter to examine the clothes, which ſhe found 
much handſomer than thoſe ſhe had been 
Yicuſtomed to wear. 


Cr. 


id | 
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One of Emily's great concerns had been, 
the being obliged to be dreſſed like a man; 
and her awkward comical manner in this 
dreſs had often excited the ſmiles of her 
conductors, and as often made her bluſh. 


A long mantle, which they had given her, | 
was her only conſolation, and ſhe was never 

contented but when ſhe could cover herſelf | 
in it entirely. Every female, who imagines | 
herſelf for a moment in Emily's ſituation, 8 
will not probably be ſurpriſed that ſhe put | 
on this long wiſhed-for dreſs directly, and 
_ throwing herſelf upon the bed, flept ſoftly 


after her exceſſive fatigue. 


On the evening of the tenth day, after 
this metamorphoſis, they travelled later than | 


uſual. The old gentleman was this day 
more than commonly eloquent ; his manner 
was urgent, and often affecting, and Emily 


could underſtand plainly that he was very | 


' ſolicitous for an anſwer from her. But 


however willingly ſhe would have gratified 


him, it was not in her power; ſhe could 


only 
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only reply to him by tears and geſtures, and 
was obliged to bear patiently his thruſting 
her from him, and the renewal of all his 
former threats. About midnight he be- 


came quiet, and the carriage ſoon ſtopped 


at a large building, which ſtood in a wild 
country, ſurrounded with wood. 


Emily, who had hitherto been always pro- 
jecting plans for her eſcape, which ſhe ſtill 
hoped to accompliſh, was in terrible conſter- 
nation when ſhe ſaw this building, on ac- 
count of its being ſo entirely different from 
all thoſe to which ſhe had been habituated, 
An inward forebuding pointed it out to her 
as the boundary of he: journey; and though 
ſhe hoped indeed now for ſome explanation 
of this enizmatical att”, the alfo feared to 
experience new misfortunes, 
ing a long time, and ringing a great bell, 
ſomebody came to one of the windows ; and 
after making miny enquiries of thoſe wait- 
ing without, the door was at lat opened. 
Two women, whoſe ſtrange dieſs excited 


Emily's 


After knock- | 


— — — — — 
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Emily's admiration, came out with lamps 
in their hands, and received her as ſhe was 
lifted out of the carriage; and likewiſe a 
letter, which was delivered to them by the 
old gentleman. The door was ſhut again 
directly, and Emuly's aſtoniſnment was ex- 
treme, to find herſelf left by all her hitherto 
conductors, and only in the company of tlie 
two women. | 


They carried her through a long paſſage, 
ſparingly lighted by one lamp, till they 
came to a little room which they. forced her 
to enter. They talked to her for ſome time, 
but ſhe did not underſtand them, and they 
were as much at a loſs when ſhe anſwered 
them in German. At length they left her 
alone, and her diſtreſs and fear were much 
increaſed when ſhe began to examine her 
room narrowly. In one corner of it there 
was a ſtraw bed, upon which lay an indiffer- 
ent woollen cover ; next to this ſtood a lit- 
tle altar, and upon it there were a crucifix 
and ſome other images: a {mall wooden table 
and 
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and a ſtool completed the inventory of the 
furniture of this place, My readers will im- 
mediately underſtand that Emily was in the 
cell of a convent; but this ſhe could not 
gueſs, as ſhe was educated in the Proteſtant 
religion, and from her youth had lived in a 
ſolitude, where ſhe never even ſaw any 
Catholic clergy, or could acquire any idea of 


2 Cloiſter. It was not at that time the 


cuſtom of writers to make romantic hiſtories 
of Monks and Nuns, and conſequently ſhe 
could not, through ſuch mediums, become 
acquainted with the appearance and cuſtoms 
of convents. Tt is eaſy to pardon her, there- 
fore, if ſhe feared and believed, from this in- 
different furniture, that ſhe was in a priſon, 
and gave herſelf up to ſorrow. She ran ta 
the window to breathe the free air, and tran- 
quillize her beating heart ; but the cloſe grate 
which ſurrounded it frightened her back, and 
contributed to, confirm her the more in her 
terrible conjecture. 


It 
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It was paſt midnight, and ſhe was ex- 
tremely tired with her long journey, but yer 
found no inclination to fleep. She ſtarted 
indeed with horror from the bed, upon 
which, according to the ſuggeſtions of her 


ardent imagination, many innocent victims As 
had lain convulied with agony. As ſhe was by 
dwelling on this idea, ſhe all on a ſudden 5 
heard the ſound of a dull bell, and ſoon 17 
after a noiſe in the whole building, ſucceeded 2 : 
by a murmur of praying mournfully. This ee 
ſhe immediately concluded to be the carry- Jet 
ing ſome poor ſinner to the place of execu- 25 
tion, having often heard from her foſter- RI 
mother accounts of this kind ; and, ſuppo- "EM 
ſing herſelf to be now in danger of a ſimilar bs 1 
fate, ſhe ſunk to the ground in a ſwoon. day, 

the! 


Early in the morning the Nuns found her 
in a lamentable ſituation ;— the fatigue and 
terror that ſhe had undergone had brought 
on a violent fever, attended with delirium ; 
ſhe raved dreadtully, and fancied every Nun 


who came near her, was one of the ſervants 
of 
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of the executioner. Theſe feeble creatures 


could with difficulty get her into bed, and 
they were obliged to gird her down in order 


to keep her there. 


In this manner lay the poor loſt Emily, 
ſlowly languiſhing out her exiſtence ; for 
all the aſſiſtance which the Nuns attempted 
to adminiſter to her, and that of the ſpirit- 
ual and bodily phyſicians, who were called 
in to her directly, was of no avail, for the 
fever continued to rage unabatedly, and the 


delirium increaſed. On the twentieth day 


of her ſuffering the received general abſo- 
lution, and the extreme unction, without 
being at all ſenſible of what they were doing 
to her; and on the evening of the ſame 
day, the N uns announced to the Abbeſs that 
the ſick ſtranger was even then expiring. 


CHAP. 


5 
i F 1 
1% [ 
; in'l 
* ? to 
1 
mt" ' jp 
' : | 
tot "nt 
"411; : 794 
WINS '"n 
1 1 f i Ji : 
W109 : Ht 1 
ene [i $1 : l 
F 2.5208 Tis : 
* K. Hat it l 
+ 13 t 
7 10 
e 
"ot $1728.48: REUTERS 
Mi 10 % 
my 1 } 4; : 
11 Ka : $531 11. 
io Ng ſ! 161 | | 
att "! bv i! 
Nt * 144 11 10 
7 # fy it! 4 
1 TY 
"Tn "; $157, 
wits Wan! 
Mane! 
11 10 
Man 
if 1 151500 
Nannen 
N 1 
1 ne 
4 | 01 FR0[G 
£4 1147 gi $32, 
Mannen 
nen 
1 117 
1 274 14 14 
"I i, . 
\ A 1 
i 140 
Int 
$3998 11085} 
M 
i! 17 
MA 
M. 1 
BIN 
Wet 
HERR 
THE 1. 
05 
11 


= — = 
— — —— 


234 THE MOUNTAIN corrAORER. 


KS 


CHAP. I 


TAE ſlumbering powers of juſtice having 


been once more awakened in Italy againſt the 
daring banditti, the former colleagues of 
Jacob, they continued, after his departure, to 
experience ſo vigorous a perſecution, that, 
no longer finding any proſpect of ſafety in 
their native land, the majority of them re- 


ſolved to follow the example of their re- 


nowned companion, and retire till the ſtorm 


was laid; and in the meantime determined 


to pay him a viit in Germany. We may 
poſſibly,” they {aid among themſelves, find 
ſomething to do there; the cold - blooded 

Germans 


THE MOUNTAIN COrTAGER. 235 


Germans will perhaps ſuffer us quietly to 
gain a livelihood on their highways till we 
can return hither without danger.” | 


Jacob was very much ſurpriſed one day at 
meeting two of his moſt intimate comrades 
in one of the ſtreets of the capital, and to 
learn from them that there were twenty 
others beſides themlelves likewiſe in the 
neighbourhood. Their joy at this unexpected 
rencontre was much greater than his; be- 
cauſe he had at that time firmly reſolved 
never to engage in robbery and murder 
again, but to enjoy his lately acquired for- 
tune in quiet. But in this company he was 
ſoon induced to give up his reſolution, and 
to unite in their ſcheme of highway robbery, 
He carried them into a wood through which 
the road to Saxony lay; and before the 
cloſe of the firſt day, after they were lodged 
there, this banditti, eager for prey, had rob- 
bed three carriages, and murdered as many 
men. Theſe unuſual accounts frightened 
the whole country ; every one talked of 
theſe. 
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theſe murders, and every one armed them- 
{elves againft the murderers. 


As one of the banditti ventured once into 
a village to buy proviſions, he was, on ſome 
ſuſpicious circumſtances, arreſted by the 
peaſants, as one of the perpetrators of thele 
recent murders, and carried before the 
magiſtrate to be examined. When the reſt 
of the troop heard from their truſty Jacob, 
that their comrade would be conveyed 1n the 
evening from the village Judge to the office 
of the inquiſition, they waited in the road 
for him; and while they believed that they 
were reſcuing their comrade, they ſet poor 
Wolfgang at liberty, who was then carried 
as a priſoner the fame way. His eſcape 
therefore was no more ſupernatural than bis 
being taken up for a thief on entering the 
alehouſe of the village, wrapt in the very 
mantle which had been ſtolen from tlie hoſt, 
or than his being ſuſpected as a murderer, 
after the deſcription given of hum by Captain 
Wildner. | 


Wolfgang 


. * 
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Wolfgang was at that time, unknown to 
himſelf, carried to the caſtle of the Countels 
von M , becauſe the village in which 
they arreſted him lay within her juriſdiction, 
and there, as my readers will recollect, he 
was confined in a cave for want of a better 
priſon. In this cave, according to the ac- 
count of a foreigner, a huntſman who had 
often ſojourned there, a great treaſure was 
buried. The ſteward of the Counteſs, who 
had often, as he waited on ger at table, 
heard her talk of the great treaſures which 
lay concealed in this country, heard about 
this time from a peaſant what was ſaid by 
the huntſman, in conſequence of which, he 
ſent for him directly. The huntſman not 
only maintained the truth of his account, 
but alſo aſſured the ſteward that this trea- 
ſure might eaſily be obtained; and he en- 
gaged to ſ.arch for it, for him, if he would 
give him a new coat and waiſtcoat, ſome 
linen, twelve new dollars, and ſix new 
ducats for the ſpirit who guarded it., 
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The ſteward agreed to every thing, and 0. 
promiſed to bring the preſent with him to 4 
the place; and the cunning huntſman hoped = 
to eſcape with it, and elude the expected 5 
performance of his engagement. The fimple MI 
ſteward was in his room, preparing himſelf = 
by praying and ſinging, for this undertaking, : 
when Wolfgang was brought priſoner to the 
caſtle, and without his knowledge confined in f 
the cave. When he came, equipped with his . to 
preſent, and whatever elſe was requiſite for ; 
their employment, to the door of this place, = 
which was uſually open, and found it barred, = 
the huntſman, who was eager for his prize, J 
aſſured him that this was the only night 
that the treaſure could be raiſed without 
danger; and adviſed that they ſhould go 
down through the air-hole of the cave, 
which was reſolved on, and they enlarged it 
with their tools for this purpole. 


The huntſman, who had often practiſed 
frauds of this kind, was dreſſed as a ſorcerer, 
in order to make more 1mpreſſion on the 


3 fooliſh 


ar 
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fooliſh ſteward. Wolfgang, whoſe imagina- 
tion was full of ſorcerers, really took him for 
one, and, terrified at the fight of him, uttered 
a violent ejaculation, which equally terrify- 
ing them, they made their eſcape as faſt as 
poſſible, leaving all their things behind 
them, and thus pointed out to Wolfgang 
the means of effecting his eſcape, and left 
him in poſſeſſion of their bundle, which he 
took away with him. 


The village hoſt, whom Jacob impoſed 
on with his well- invented tale, and who, by 
his loquacity had occaſioned ſo much reſpect 
to be paid to, and ſo many misfortunes to 
befall, poor Wolfgang, met Jacob the morn- 
ing after this adventure. He told him that 
the young Marquis was actually arrived, in 
the character of a mouſe-trap and hatchel- 
dealer, and had ſtaid one night at his 
houſe. | 


Jacob liſtened attentively to this account, 
and learnt, on further enquiry, that, not- 
| withſtanding 
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withſtanding his promiſe, his neighbour had 
not kept his ſecret, but had related the 
hiſtory that he entruſted him with, to others, 
and that the Baron von Tiefenthal, and the 


Counteſs von M—— were now eagerly en- 


deavouring to decoy the ſuppoſed Marquis 
to their houſes, that they might create to 
themſelves, by their attention, an ample 
claim to his remunerations. He promiſed 
his neighbour, who was jealous of this, to 
take an opportunity of informing the young 
Marquis of theſe defi Ss, and then haſtened 
forwards. 


Sooner or later, thought Jacob, as he went 
along, it will be diſcovered, that the Mar- 
quis, whoſe coming I have foretold, is only a 
poor mouſe-trap and hatchel-dealer, and } 
ſhall then be known for a lar, and perhaps 
draw on myſelf a judicial examination. It 
will be beſt, therefore, that I prevent this 
diſcovery, by removing the object who 
would occaſion it out of the way. He CON- 


fulted with his comrades on this, and went 


out 


Nit 
ohe 
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Wont, with one of them, to ſearch for the in- 
W:ocent creature who was to be their ſacri- 
; ice. They went with this view through the 
Wood belonging to the Counteſs von M , 
nd ſaw, from a little diſtance, Wolfgang and 
Enuly come down the hill together. They 
rcogmzed their victim directly, and ſtealing 
near, ſtabbed him twice with a dagger, and 


25 
F 


Iroſcly {pared Emily, that ſhe might ſpread 
che news of his death in the country, and 
Ilkewiſe the belief that he was really a per- 
Ion of eminence, becauſe he was murdered 
Q vithout being robbed, by two men in maſks, 


. 
25 


ho called him Marquis. 
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Jeft him, as they hoped, dead. They pur- 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Love acknowledges no rank, no laws; 
it derides all threats, defies all dangers, and 
overcomes all the impediments, which, like 
a barrier, oppoſe themſelves againſt it. If 
any evidence were yet-wanting of the truth 
of a propoſition already fo clearly proved, it 
is ſtill farther confirmed by the hiſtory of 
the young Dutcheſs R——, which I ſhall 
now relate to my readers, 


The Duke of R——, her father, was 
a man of the firſt rank and fortune in 
Italy. She was his only child, and the 


heireſs 
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heireſs to his great property; in ad- 
dition to which, ſhe was univerſally al- 
lowed to be one of- the moſt beautiful 


it was not ſurpriſing that a multitude of 
lovers ſacrificed to her charms the incenſe of 
flattery and adoration ; and that the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed families in Ita'y courted her 
alliance. But to all this homage ſhe was 
inſenſible ; for ſhe had long loved in ſecret, 
with the tendereſt affection, a young Mar- 
4 quis, who was indeed extremely handſome, 
but ſo poor, that for want of any other 
means of living, he had for ſome years ſerved 
her father as his maſter of the horſe. She, 


- who had before ſeldom rode out, now found 
of MW ber only pleaſure in this exerciſe, which gave 
ber an opportunity of being in the company 

of this beloved object; a part of whoſe ſer- 

vice it was, to ride by the fide of any of 
as the family when they went out on horſe. 
in back. Often when they went through a 
he bolitary wood in this manner, ſhe would pur- 


PO by a quick gallop, leave the hoſt of 
M 2 ſervants 


women of her time. With theſe attractions, 


15 
t 17! 
M 114 
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ſervants far behind them; and when they 
were thus alone, her uſual timidity gave way 
to an eloquent, but yet perfectly modeſt ex- 
Preſſion iu her fine countenance, of the in— 
ward ſentiments of her heart. 


The bappy maſter, of the horſe at laſt 
underſtood her, and theſe young inexpe- 
rienced children ſoon gave themſelves up en— 
tircly to the guidance of their tender phion. 
As they frequently loſt themſelves in the 
thickeſt parts of the woods, and were ſome 
hours before they returned to their fol- 
lowers, the moll attentive of theſe probably 
conceived ſuſpicions of them, and immedi- 
ately imparted their conjectures to the old 
Duke. Without giving any freaſon for it 
to his daugb iter, he diſm! ſled the maſter of 
the horſe directly from his ſervice, and 
hoped, in this manner, to avoid making the 
affair public, and put an end at once to 
what he thought a mere romance. But 
this Precaution came too late; a 9 90 10 
ſooner perhaps the young Dutchels might 

55 
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have been able to forget her lover, but 
now ſhe was reminded of him every day, 
every hour, by the conſequences of their 
paſſion, which, together with the anguiſh 
occaſioned her by this ſeparation, made the 
unfortunate Marquis a thouſand times more 
dear to her. She ſoon found an opportunity 
of writing to him, and in this letter ſo- 
lemnly vowed not to expoſe herſelf to the 
dreaded wrath of her parents, but to follow 
the impulſe of her affections, and fly with 
him into the wide world. Full of anxiety, 
ſhe made preparations for this flight with 
the greateſt caution and expedition, and 
when the accompliſhed it, took with her all 
her jewels, and a caſket of her father's full 
of gold. | | 


When the old Duke heard of the elope - 
ment of his only child, he was quite raving, 
and ſwore to ſacrifice all his fortune if he 
could but fee her again, and take his re- 
venge on her, and the. companion of her 

M 3 flight, 


/ 
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flight. He ſent out fcouts after them to 
all countries, ſupplied them with large 
ſums of money, and made them take an 
oath not to return without the delinquents. 
But one after another returned without 
having attained their object, till the houſe- 
governor of the Duke was the only one {till re- 
maining in purſuit of them. His letters 
were the ſole comfort, the forlorn hope of 
the diſtracted father; for this man always 
wrote word that he was on the track of the 
fugitives, and expected yet to overtake 
them. | 


This auſtere, but faithful ſervant, had 
choſen four men in Italy for his com- 
panions, whoſe capacities for ſuch a ſervice 
he knew from experience; and with tie 
aſſiſtance of theſe excellent blood-hounds, 
he had always diſcovered the route of the 
perſecuted lovers, who perceiving that they 
were followed, continued their flight with- 
out intermiſſion, They had already wan: 

dered 
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dered through France, and the greater half 
Jof Germany, when they arrived at Leipſic; 


and here, as they had not for a long time had 


ny freſh alarm of being purſued, they re- 


ſolved to reſt. 


In the ſame Hotel at which the Marquis 


and the Dutcheſs put up, lodged the 


Baroneſs von Z——, from Dreſden. This 
Lady, attracted by the angelic countenance, 
and the whole appearance of the Dutchels, 
bought to become acquainted with her, and 
ſhe, happy to meet with ſuch a perſon 1n a 
foreiga country, who appeared to take a 
cordial intereſt in her fate, encouraged this 
acquaintance, which ſoon became a fincere 
friendſhip. As the Dutcheſs was one day 
about to open her whole heart to the Baron- 
els, the Marquis came into the room in 
great embarraſſment, and in a ſew words 
made known to her, that her father's old 
houſe-governor was that moment arrived at 
Leiphc, and had put up at a neighbouring 

M 4 hotel. 
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hotel. © IT paſted by,” added the terrified 
Marquis, “as he ſtepped out of the carriage, 
and can hardly doubt but that he muſt have 
ſeen and known me.“ 


This account overwhelmed the Dutcheſs 
with affliction; and as the amiable Baroneſs 
enquired into the cauſe of her diſtreſs, they 
revealed their ſituation to her, and entreated 
to have her advice and protection.“ I 
will endeavour,” ſaid the Baroneſs, quite 
affected, © to procure you an aſylum. You 
mult fly, but fly in ſuch a manner that your 
to!lowers ſhall not be able to diſcover you 
any more. On the populous highways from 
one great town to another, you will always 
be tracked, and never enjoy any reſt. I have 
a friend in Bayreuth, who, like you, has 
felt the power of love; and I will ſend you to 
her, where you will be kindly received, and 
may live ſecurely under her protection till 
this ſtorm is over, and the anger of your 
parents is ſoftened.” They thanked her 

moſt 
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moſt cordially for this advice and aſſiſtance, 
and ſet out the ſame night. The Baroneſs 
ſent her gentleman with them, and gave 
them a letter to the Countels von M-; 
for this was the friend to whole attention ſhe | 
recommended them. 


This old fervant, who knew all the bye- 
roads, conducted them happily over the- 
frontiers, and they almoſt believed them 
ſelves out of the reich of danger, as they 
were now not above five miles from the 
Counteſs's caſtle, when they were {ſtopped in 
a wood by ſix men in maſks. Theſe were 
ſome of Jacob's comrades, who were lurk- 
ing here for booty, and hoped to obtain it 
from th-te travellers ; but this time their 
expectations were deceived. The Mar- 
quis's ſervants were well armed, and reſiſt- 
ing their attack, wounded them ſo ſeverely, 
that they were glad to ſeek their {atety in 
fight, though unfortunately not till they 
had wounded. the Marquis, whoſe only ſoli- 


M5 cCitude 
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citude had been to protect the Dutcheſs 
from their aſſaults. 


Being apprehenſive that this might be the 
party ſent after them by the Duke, and that 
they would return to the purſuit ot them, 
the Marquis entreated the ſervants to drive 
ON again with the utmoſt ſpeed. The blood 
was all this time flowing faſt from his 
wounds, and when they came. to the end of 
the wood, they ventured to make a paule, 
that they might endeavour to ſtop it. But 
he, more anxious about his beloved Dutcheſs 
than for himſelf, {aid earneſtly, © Do not 
mind me, but aſſiſt her, and ſave her if 
poſſible ; for I fear much that this alarm may 
bring on her premature delivery, and make 
our farther progreſs impoſſible.” 


The Baroneſs's gentleman was of the 
ſame opinion, and therefore adviſed the 
hiring a carriage in the next village, in 
which,” he added, I will carry the Dutcheſs 

W ” 10 


w 
'S 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 251 


to the Counteſs's, where ſhe will find ſafety 
and conſolation in the arms of a friend, 
while you go on to the neareſt town, and 
put yourſelf under the care of a ſurgeon. I 
will come to you there, and if your wounds 
do not prevent it, will conduct you unno- 
ticed to the caſtle, and thus fruſtrate all 
farther purſuit. 


The Marquis approved of this plan, and 


conjured the gentleman to put it into exe- 


cution without delay, as he found his 
wounds grow ſo extremely painful as abſo- 
Iuutely to require aſſiſtance. They were juſt 
ſetting off again, as a well - dreſſed farmer 
paſſed them in a light carriage. The gen- 
tleman called to him, and aſked if he would, 
for double the uſual pay, carry a lady, who 
was taken ill in conſequence of a fright, to 
the Counteſs von M 's caſtle. The 
man inſtantly agreed to it, and they all re- 
joiced that fo favourable an opportunity had 


M 6 1 ſtills 


occurred to forward their ſcheme. The 
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ſtill-fainting Dutcheſs was put into the car- 
riage directly, and the gentleman {ſeated him- 
ſelf by her; and in their hurry a little medi- 
cine cheſt, in the form of a chatulle, was all! 
that they took with them. The pcor Mar- | 
quis was thus parted from this beloved ob- 
ject without being able to bid her farewell ; 
but the hope of ſeeing her again ſoon made 


him ſupport this ſeparation with tolerable 
fortitude, 


It is with ſorrow that J acquaint my read- 
ers of theſe hopes being diſappointed, 
from the unfortunate circumſtance of the 
Dutcheſs's falling into the hands of the 
formidable Jacob; for he was the man in 
whole carriage ſhe was placed. It was in the 
morning of this day that he had murdered 
poor Wolfgang, and he was now going to 
viſit his comrades in the wood, to hear what 
they had made of their day's work. The 
preſent opportunity of acquiring, in all pro- 
bability, a conſiderable booty, was too en- 
ticing 
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ticing for him to let it paſs by unem- 
ployed. He purpoſely carried his charge the 
wrong way ; and ſtopping in a remote part 
of the park, while the gentleman was buſy 
in endeavouring to revive the Dutcheſs, he 


thruſt . daggers into the hearts of both of 


them. is firſt care, after this deed, was to 


ſecure all the property of the deceaſed, and 


then to conceal their bodies. He carried 
the murdered gentleman a conſiderable way 
to a ſtream of water, which he knew to be of 
a great depth; but as this fatigued him 
very much, and the fear of being diſco— 


vered filled him with anxiety, he threw 


the body of the Dutcheſs into a neighbour- 
ing ſhaft, which he thought deep enough 
to conceal his villany from all the world. 
He then haſtened to his companions, to 
whom he gave an account of this tranſac- 
tion ; but being at the ſame time alarmed 


leſt the hand of Juſtice ſhould be raiſed 


againſt them by the friends of theſe victims, 


and that they ſhould be ſurpriſed in their 
retreat, hg warned them of this, and ad- 
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viſing them to retire for a few days, aſſiſted 
himſelf in carrying ſuch of them as were 
wounded over the frontiers. Thence it 
came, that the huntſmen and peaſants, who 
ſearched the wood the next day, found no 
traces of the robbers. 


* CHAP; 


- 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Tun wounded Marquis, not meeting with 
a ſurgeon in the next town, and perceiving 
bis debility increaſe, diſpatched the Notary 
from thence, with all the jewels which he 
had with him, beſides a large ſum of money, 
to the Counteſs von M——, with whom he 
flattered himſelf the Dutcheſs was then ar- 
nved in ſafety, and whom he wiſhed, in caſe 
of his death, to ſecure from all danger of 
future want; and as her name was Emily, 
from thence aroſe the miſtake of the 
Counteſs, already known to my readers, in 
ſuppoſing this depoſit was a preſent to her 
daughter, 
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daughter. He ſet out again directly, and 
took the road to a little Saxon town, where, 
according to the account of his hoſt, he 
would find a {kil'u! ſurgeon ; but too much 
enfeebled by the loſs of blood, he died after 
the firſt dreſiing of his wounds. He !.ad 
previouſly divided the remainder of his 
money amongſt his ſervants, and adviſed 
them to withdraw immediately after lis 
death, that they might elude the ſearch of 
the Duke's emiffaries, and thus efcape his 
vengeance, To one of them he confided a 
ring of great value, and a letter to the 
Counteſs von M——, in which he informed 
her of his approachmg fate, and conjured 
her tobe a mother to his Emily, and earneſtly 
defired, that in her preſent circumſtances 
ſhe might not be informed of his death. 


This treacherous ſervant reſolved to make 
his advantage of this truſt; and firſt deſtroy- 
ing the letter, he Vent to Leipſic in order to 
ſell the ring, and then intended to return to 
his native country. As he was going 

| through 
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through one of the ſtreets of this town, he 
was met by the companions of the Duke's 
houſe-governor, who knowing him directly 
for an Italian, ſoon made an acquaintance 
with him, and heard, over a glaſs of wine, 
the whole hiſtory of his unfortunate maſter 
and that the young Dutcheſs, for he could 
not gueſs to the contrary, was with the 
Counteſs von M——, and there expected 
the arrival of the Marquis. 


Rejoiced at this diſcovery, they carried 
the traitor directly to the bed of their ſick 
chief, who was ſo enfeebled by the unuſual 
fatigue of their haraſſing journey, that he 
had been confined to it for many days. 
His illneſs had rather been a check to their 
enquiries after the fugitives, and he already 
feared to have Joſt all traces of them, when 
he was unexpectedly delighted by this ac- 
count. He promiſed the betrayer a thou- 
ſand ſequins, if he would, by craft, get the 
Dutcheſs into their hands; and he imme- 
ny undertook this, and the plan of car- 


rying 
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rying her off was projeded the ſams 


night. 


As tne houſe- governor had no expectation 
of being able to travel at preſent, and 
wiſhed not to loſe any time in the execu- 
tion of this ſcheme, he confided the proſe- 
cution of it to one of his comrades, who 
was once C ptain to the conſtable of Man- 
tua, and wio knew very well how to con- 
duct an enterprize of this kind. He had 


three companions with him, whoſe courage 


he had already proved on ſimilar occaſions, 


but who all, like himſelf, were unacquainted 


with the perſon of the young Dutcheſs. The 
houſe-governor promiſed to follow them 
as ſoon as he was well enough; and if he 


ſhould not overtake them on the road, he 


ordered them to carry their priſoner to the 
Convent della Redemptione, to the Ab- 
beſs of which he gave them a letter. He 
alſo gave them letters to the Duke, and 
furniſhed them with money in abundance 
for their journey. One of them went for- 

ward, 
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ward, in order to beſpeak horſes at the 
ſtage neareſt to the Counteſs von M——'s 
caſtle; and their informer, who knew the 


road, was to be their coachman. - The care» - 


ful houſe-governor commanded them to uſe 
the greateſt precaution in all Proteſtant 
countries, becauſe he had an idea that the 
young Dutchels, who ſpoke German 
fluently, would be immediately reſcued and 
protected, if ſhe called for aſſiſtance, and 
offered to adopt that belief, He provided 
them with both men's and women's 
clothes for her; and charged them to dreſs 
her as a man till they got into Italy. From 
the firſt ſtage, where the betrayer was to re- 
ceive his reward if they accompliſhed their 
project, he engaged to come back to Leipſic 
with the horſes, and acquaint the houſes 
governar with their ſucceſs, 


Thez ſet out on the third day, and ar- 
rived in the evening of the fifth, juſt at 
twilight, at a little diſtance from the Coun- 
tels von M-——'s caſtle. According to 

their 
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their pre-concerted plan, the traitor was to 
go thither, and to fay in ſecret to the 
Dutcheſs, that the Marquis, who was much 
better, had diſpatched him to warn her of 
the Countels, as he had certain proof that 
ſhe was in underſtanding with the emiſſaries 
of her father, and would thortly deliver her 
tothem. That he therefore conjured her to 
follow his meſſenger privately to the carriage, 
in which he was waiting, not far off, to re- 
ceive her with open arms. - In this trap they 
all hoped the inexperienced Du:cheis would 
be caught, becauſe this faithleſs ſervant was 
confided in by the Marquis ; and, on account 
of his knowledge of the German language, 
had been very valuable to them. 


i 


He ſtole down the caſtle avenue wit! 


this view, as Emily was walking there be- 
wailing her Wolfgang. The ſhade of the 
trees, and the pale illufive light of the 
moon, led him into the error of tuppoſing her 
to be the young Dutchels ; and he returned- 
to his comrades to give them an account 


of 


th 
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of this fortunate incident. Quite delighted 
at this information, they went ſ fily down 
the wall; and ſeized Emily juſt as ſhe was 
ſeating hericif upon a bank of turf. That 
the error reſpecting her was rot immediately 
detected, aroſe froai the circumſtance which 
J have already mentioned, of none of theſe 
men, excepting her own treacherous ſervant, 
knowing the Dutcheſs; and he had now re- 
mained with the carriage in order to be 
ready in his office, as coachman, to {et off 
the moment that they had ſecured her. 


As they undreſſed Emily in the wood, 
this traitor firſt perceived his miſtake, and 
was more than once half inclined to diſcover 
it to his comrades ; but as he conſidered 
that he ſhould thereby loſe his promiſed re- 
compence, he reſolved to keep his own 
ſecret. Be the unknown who lhe will, he 
thought, ſhe will at laſt be known; and 
whatever ſhe may have endured, will pro- 
bavly. be made ainple amends for it. He 
let them go on therefore, and when they 

5 were 


— —— — — — — — — — 9 = ” — 
VT — — — — —— — uy * —_— ” . 
_ — — I ——— — — — — _ 1 — — a —— 
— . — — — — — —— — ” — — Oe — — — . - 
— — ” > —  <p——_ — * —. » 8 , 
—ͤ—— YO —) ——— — _ oe 7 — . — —— . - — — —— — p — N 5 


262 THE MOUNTAIN COTTACER,; 


were happily arrived at the deſtined ſtage, 
with ſome trepidation he aſked for his re- 
ward ; and when he had obtained this, he 
promiſed indeed to carry the account of 
their proceedings to the houſe-governor ; 
but inſtead of doing it, he left the horſes to 
run in the next wood, and went directly to 
Tyrol, on his way to his native town. 


His departure made it impoſſible for 
Emily and her conductors to come to any 
explanation, as none of them underſtood a 
word of German, and ſhe as little of 
Italian. Notwithſtanding this certainly 
doubtful circumſtance, it never came into 
the mind of the otherwiſe ſenſible Captain, 
that there was any miſtake in this affair; 
for he was firmly convinced that the 
Dutcheſs was only acting a part, becauſe ſhe 
ſaw herſelf amongſt ſtrangers, whom ſhe 
thought ſhe could miſlead by affecting a 
total ignorance of her native language. 
Emily's eyes, her hair, her whole counte- 
nance, her ſize, anſwered ſo exactly to the 
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deſcription of the fugitive, which he had 
often tured with great attention, that to 
queſtion this being her, ſeemed almoſt im- 
poſſible; and if he ever had any doubts of it, 
they were all at an end when he ſaw a dia- 
mond croſs upon her neck, exactly cor- 
reſponding to that deſcribed as worn by the 
Dutcheſs, and which Emily had taken from 
amongſt the jewels {ent by the Marquis, re- 
ſolving to wear 1t as an everlaſting remem- 
brance of him. The impenetrable diſfi- 
mulation of his priſoner, therefore, added 
much to her offence in the eyes of her con- 
ductor, and he often, for hours together, en- 
deavoured in vain to impreſs her with this 
idea. 


The joy of the old Duke was very great 


when he heard from the Captaip of his 


daughter's being found, and placed in the 
convent. In the violence of his anger, on 


her firſt going off, he had threatened to 


murder her with his own hand if he ever. ſaw 


her again; but time, and the long-felt ab- 


3 {ence 
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ſence of this only and beloved child had 


moderated this terrible reſolution; and he 


was even conſidering whether he ſhould not 
forgive her, when a meflenger arrived from 
the convent with the account of her being 
 davgerouſly 1il, and not likely to recover, 
This intelligence, and her diſconſolate 
mother's mourntul ſhriek, made him trem- 
ble, and he directly reſolved that they 


ſhould ſet out together to viſit their ſick 


child, and if their forgiveneſs could ſave her, 
to grant it to her without reſerve. 


_ Juſt after the Nuns had informed the 
Abbeſs of Emily's death, the Duke and 
Dutcheſs arrived at the convent, languiſh- 


ing to embrace their daughter. The Abbeſs 


received her exalted gueſts with a ſorrowful 


countenance, and announced to them the 


fatal news of her deceaſe. The Duke, 
ſtruck to the heart, remained ſilent for ſome 
time; at laſt he cried out, © It is hard, very 
hard, to have loſt my only child ſo long, and 


now to find her dead!“ He tottered to a 


chair, 


— 
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chair, and, without farther complaint, fat 
quite abforbed in his deep feelings. The 
old Dutcheſs, weeping and lamenting bit- 
terly, haſtened to the cell to vifit the death- 
bed of her daughter. If I can no more,” 
ſhe cried, © preſs my living child to my 
breaſt, nothing ſhall hinder me from kiſſing 
her corpſe, and dying with her!” She 
threw herſelf down by Emily, and kiſſed her 


pale face ; but ſtarted back, as ſhe, with a 


deep ſigh, raiſed herſelf up, and ſtared at the 
unknown Dutcheſs, To deſcribe the fen- 
lations of the latter is not poſſible. For 
one moment, her.joy at finding her child, 


whom ſhe believed dead, full living, was in- 


expreſſible: but terror and aſtoniſhment 
inſtantly ſupplanted her joy, as ſhe perceived 
that inſtead of being her, this was a perſon 
whom ſhe had never ſeen before. The 
Nuns ſtood by in amazement, and neither 
party at all knew how to account for this 
extraordinary circumſtance. 


N Emily 


1 


Mitt | : 
1 


— —— — —— — : — 2 


— —— —œ—ä — — 


266 THE MOUNTAIN corrAGER. 


Emily ſunk back upon her bed directly; 
ſhe felt herſelf better, but extremely weak. 


Her death-like ſleep had bcen the critis of 


her fever, and the awakening her would 
have been very dangerous, if the had not 
fallen iato it again uumediately. She was 
faſt aſleep before the Dutchels got breath to 
enquire of thoſe about her the particulars 
of her being brought thither ; on hearing 


which, ſhe was convinced that the conduct- . 


ors of Emily were either deceived theniielves 
on this occaſion, or had deceived them for 
the ſake of the reward that they had offered 
for this ſervice. 


As Emily was the only perſon from whom 
the Dutcheſs could hope for an explanation 
of this myſtery, ſhe recommended her ear- 
neſtly to the care of the Nuus, and re- 
turned to the Duke to acquaint him with 
the miſtake ſhe had diſcovered. Without 
a moment's delay he ſent off a mefienger to 
the Captain who had left Emily at the con- 
vent, to deiire that he would come to him, 

and 
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and in the meantime he continued there 
to await her recovery. He heard from the 
Nuns that the ſtranger {poke only German 
but as he was maſter of that language, this 
was of no conſequence to him, and he was 
very impatient to ſce her. On the fourth 


day from her beginning to amend, ſhe. 


found herſelf much better, and was able to 
converſe ; and as, according to the ſtrict 
rules of the place, no man, the phyſician 
and confeſſor excepted, was permitted to 
viſit the cells of the Nuns, ſhe was brought 


into an outward room where the Duke was 
expecting her, 


Emily wept for joy at being once more 


addretiicd in her mother-tongue, which had 
a happier effect on her than all the medi- 
cines that the had taken. She anſwered all 
the Duke's enquiries z and it was with grief 
he found, that ſhe could not give him any 
account of his daughter. 
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Theſe unhappy parents experienced 
another ſimilar diſappointment on the ar- 
rival of the Captain, who heard of this miſ- 
take with aſtoniſhment. He owned that he 
had at firſt almoſt doubted himſelf whether 
this could be the Dutcheſs, but was con- 
firmed in her being ſo, on ſeeing the bril- 
liant croſs upon her breaſt, which exactly 
anſwered the deſcription of that ſhe was 
ſaid to wear. Her refuſing to ſpeak Italian 
he therefore conſidered as mere diſſimulation, 
and had purpoſely concealed it from her 
father, lefl it ſhould full more inflame his 
anger againſt her. 


I 'The croſs was now produced, and imme- 

diately recognized by the. Duke and Dut- 
cheſs as belonging to their daughter, and they 
prefled Emily to tell them where, and from 
whom ſhe had obtained it. 


The innocent Emily related every thing 
that ſhe really knew, and much more that 
the believed ſhe knew. She aſſured the 
| Duke 
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Duke that ſhe had received this crols, to- 
gether with many other jewels, and a large 
ſum of money, fron her lover, who was 
called the Marquis Lanego. He had been, 
ſhe ſar], ſome time about in their country, 


as a moule-trap and batchel-dealer, and had 


collected a great deal of the treaſure which 
lay concealed in the Fichtelberg. That on 
the day in which they had firſt become ac- 
quainted, he was mortally wounded in her pre- 
ſence by two men in maſks, and, as ſhe ſup- 
poied, killed upon the ſpot; but that ſhe heard 
of him afterwards with a carriage, horſes, and 
ſervants, traveiling to a neighbouring town, 
from whence he had ent her the money and 
jewels as a token of remembrance, and that 
he had died at another town upon the fron- 
tiers of Saxony. 


At firſt the Duke conſidered this account 
as the delirium of her fever; but as ſhe con- 
ſtantly repeated the fame ſtory, he knew not 
at laſt what to think or believe. The 


maſter of the horfe, who ran away with his 
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daughter, was named Lanego; he could only 
therefore ſuppoſe that this, in his eflimation, 
great villain, had ſhamefully forſaken ber, 
and diſſipated her fortune with another 
woman. If this was the caſe, then his child, 
he reflected, might now be languiſhing in 
the moſt extreme miſery; and wretched at 
this idea, he tl ught directly of going into 
Germany to ſeck for her, but previouſly he 
deſired once more to talk with Emily, and 
begged her to relate the whole ſtory circum- 


ſtantially. She accordingly did fo; and as 
ſhe now found that the Duke was in ſearch 
of his daughter, whom the Marquis had car- 
Tied off, it came at once into her mind 
whether the lady they bad drawn out of the 
ſhaft, might not be this daughter. 


The Duke, on farther enquiry, was by 
degrees nearly convinced that this mur- 
dered lady was his child; but, in order to 
obtain greater certainty on this point, he 

reſolved to go into Germany immediately. 
He concealcd from the poor mother the new 
fears 
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ſears that he eatertained, and flattered her 
with hopes of his conducting her beloved. 
daughter again to her arms. With this 
proſpect the Dutcheſs ſuffered him to go 
quietly, aud on the third day he ſet out 
with the Cantain and Emily, The joy of 
the latter was without bounds, when ine 


heard that the was to return to her native 


country, and ſee her mother and the 
Countels again, This joy made her very 
talkative, and with he nazvere of her man- 
ners ſhe often charmed the Duke from his 
reveries, and almoſt annihilated every ſuſpi- 
cion which he had ſecretly indulged againſt 
her. He began to beiteve her account to 
be literally true, and that ſhe, as well as his 
own daugiiter, had been innocently deceived 
by the arts of the Marquis. She won the 
heart of the Duke ſo much during their 
long journey, that he often {wore in ſecret 
if he found his own child dead, and Emily 


really faultleſs, that ſhe ſhould {ſupply her 


place to him, and ſhould be his heireſs. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


2 \ FTER a journey of four weeks, the tra- 


velicrs arrived at the Counteſs von M's 


eſtate. Imiy's heart overflowed with joy 
as ſhe diſcovered from a diſtance the turrets 
of the caſtie, and the little white cottage in 
the wood. Her unafleced expreſſions of 
delight drew tears from the Duke, and ſhe 
confirmed her intereſt in his heart as ſhe 
tendderly wiped away thoſe tears; and re- 
peated:y aſſured him, that the would do 
every thing in her power to comfort him, 


if he did not find his child again. 


As 


1 
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As they drove into the court-yard of the 
caſtle, and the ſervants diſcovered Emily, 
every one of them broke out into a loud 
cry of joy, and ran into the houſe, which 
ſoon reſounded with the united ſhout of 
Emily is here again! Emily is here again!“ 
The Counteſs von M flew 1impetuouſly 
to the window, and fell back in a {ſwoon as 
ſhe ſaw her child, whom ſhe believed to be 
dead. Emily hurried up ſtairs, and found 
her in this ſituation ; but her tears and her 
kitfes ſoon revive the fainting Countels ; 


but ſhe could not ſpeak—the could only feel, 
and locked her child in hep arms. 


The old Duke ſtood there ſpeechleſs, and 
beheld this mecting with tears in his eyes. 
He was fully ſenſible of the delight it muſt 
be to embrace a child again under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, from the eagerneſs with which 
he longed for it himſelf. 


When Emily was able to ſpeak, ſhe en- 
quired after her foſter- mother, and wiſhed 
N 5 to 


! 
fk 
| 


274 THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER, 


to ſhare her joy with her. On this the 
maternal heart of the Counteſs was no more 


raſter of itſelf; ſhe knew that Emily muſt 


take the old woman for her mother, and 
ſhe was envious of another's bearing away 
this tender appellation from her.—* Your 
old foſter-mother,” ſaid the Counteſs, © has 
died during your abſence; but Heaven 
has preſerved your true mother in me. 


You are my child, and all the world ſhall 


know that you are ſo, and hunour you as 
ſuch.” 


The ſurpriſe of all the domeſtics preſent 
was very great ; but the Countets continued 
her diſcourſe, and preſented Emily to them 
all. as her child, and. as her heireſs. She 
ſaw, ſhe thought only of her; and was too 


much taken up for ſome time to notice the 


Duke, who had no inclination to interrupt 
ſuch a ſcene. Aſter ſhe became a little 
more compoſed, ſhe perceived him, and 
Emily preſented him to her, as her deliverer, 
her father. 
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ee Tam happy,” ſaid the Duke, almoſt 
overcome, * to have reſtored a loſt child to 
your arms; but I am very ſelfiſh, for J aſk 
of you a like return. It were cruel now to 
check your enjoyment ; but when you can 
turn your attention to me, pity an afflicted 
father, who has fought a loſt child for a full 
year, and who hopes to learn tidings of her 
from you. Is my daughter really dead ? 
Was ſhe the ſtranger to whom you gene- 
rouſly gave a decent grave? Yet I do not 
wiſh to hear it to-day ; in the uncertainty 
of my fate, I will fatisfy myſeif with par- 
taking your joy, and hoping that the ſame 
may yet be mine. But if my daughter 
really lives, then no longer delay the bleſſed 
moment when I ſhall preſs her again to my 
chiidlefs bofora.”” After a pauſe, the Duke 
added, „I know, I feel that it is in contra» 
diction to my requeſt; but I can no longer 
ſubdue the emotions of my heart, which 
impetuouſly demands intel}! igence of its 
darling.“ 
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The Countels, who was but juſt relieved 
from a fimilar ſituation, was deeply affected 
by the Duke's diſtreſs, and found, with 
real ſorrow, from his anſwers to her enqui— 
ries, that ſlie was under the cruel neceſſity of 
robbing him of all hope. Unfortunate old 
man,” ſhe faid, „your daughter is too 
ſurely dead! It is but too true that ] ful- 
filled the laſt mournſul duty to her, and 
that ſhe lies buried in the vault of my 
chapel.” 


The Duke gnaſhed his teeth, and mur- 
mured ſome unintelligible words. Oh 
Madam!“ he cried out at laſt, * the 
ſevereſt torments are nothing to what I feel. 
To be childleſs in my old age, and not to 
have the ſatisfaction of retaliating on the 
author of my miſcries ; what he has ſo cruelly 
inflicted on me, my poor wife, and our only 
child, is too much. Mother of a child, pity 
me ! If he is yet alive, and you'know it, and 
conceal him from me, then may the curſe 
fall on you, which my bleeding heart now 

| teems 


ved 
cced 


with 


qui- 
ty of 
old 

t 00 
ful- 
and 
my 


ur- 


Oh 
the 


eel. 


t to 
the 
elly 
Dnly 
pity 


and 


Urſe 
10W 
ems 


27] 


THE MOUNTAIN COTTAGER. 


teems with againſt him, but which my 
tongue has not power to utter!“ 


Counteſs, © Your affliction is juſt, but 
the revenge you ſeek, if it were poſſible, 
would not ſoften it. The Mas quis is dead; 
he was, as well as your daughter, murdered 
by a deſperate banditti. He had, no doubt, 


injured you, but he was faultleſs towards 


her. To the laſt hour of his life he loved 
her with the utinolt tenderneſs, and never 
would have ſeparated himſelf from her, but 
with the hope of its being tor her ſecurity, 
and that it would be but tor a ſhort 
time,” 

Duke. Hypocrite | har !—yet no! for- 
give me in this boundleſs grief if I ſpeak 
with too little conſtraint, You, perhaps, 
think not that your daughter has diſcovered 


to me that the bale wretch alſo feigned 


love to her; that he ſent a preſent to her, 
the jewels and the money which my 
daughter, 
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d:ughter, out of love to him, ſtole from me. 
And probably-—-Oh not probably, too cer- 
tainly, he murdered my child, in order the 
more eaſily to betray your's, a Madam! 
if you, on whom be would have drawn a 
like misfortune, can yet excu'e him, then— 
then J have nathing more to fay with you! 
then farewell! I will hence to my old 
wife, and weep, and complain with her of a 
creature who thinks thus, and cannot feel 
with me.” 


Counteſs. © Stay, dear good old man, 
ſtay with me ! You will hardly find a heart 
that can take a deeper intereſt in your 
affliction. I pardon ail your injurious ex- 
preſſions, and feel, that in your ſituation, I 
ſhould have as little command of myſelf. I 
will relate the whole tory of this misfortune 
to you faithfully, as it may prove a conſola- 
tion to you to be tet right in this error, 
which I waz once in myſelf, and to be con- 
vinced that the Marquis is innocent of the 
death 
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death of your daughter, that he loved her to 


his laſt moment, and never even ſaw my 
child.” 


Duke, © Oh! it will give me conſola- 


tion! prove it! proze it to me, and I will 
ſincerely thank you!“ 


The Counteſs related to the old Duke the 
hiſtory of the unfortunate lovers, as I have 
already related it to my readers. She had 
heard it from the Baroneſs von Z , who 
had viſited her, in the expectation of find- 
ing them under her protection. Inſtead of 
which ſhe only heard the melancholy cataſ- 


trophe, as ſhe did not doubt it would prove 


to be, of their fate; and the coffin of the 
murdered lady being opened to aſcertain 


this, ſhe immediately knew her to be the 


young Dutcheis. As it appeared from the 
* Baroneſs, that Emily and Lanego were the 
names of theſe lovers, the Counteſs was 
ſatisfied that the caſket tent by the Notary 
was deſtined for the deceaſed, not for her 
daughter; 
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daughter ; and that the wounded Marquis 
who had ſent it, was not. as ſhe had ſup- 
poſed, the Sivoyard who had been lately 
in that neighbourhood. There ſtill re- 
mained a myſteriouſneſs in this affair, which 
the Counteſs and Baroneſs could not ſolve ; 
but in torming their conjecture on it, they 
were induced to believe, that it muſt have 
been the emiſſaries of the iritated Duke 
who were the murderers of theſe untimely 
victims, and they often execrated this unna- 
tural revenge. But in another week this 


8 
riddle was quite unfolded. 


The wounded banditti put themſelves 
under the care of the {ame ſurgeon who had 
dreſſed the wounds of the deceaſed Mar- 
quis; and being ſuſpected by him, they 
were, on his advice, arreſted by the officers 
of juſtice, and they immediately conſeſſed 
their guilt. Soon afterwards, the renowned 
Jacob was allo taken as he was attempting to 
fly, and committed. to priſon. He was 
ſubject to the Counteſs, and conſequently 

Was 
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was brought before her juſticiary, who, as 
was the cuſtom with thoſe who would not 
voluntarily conteſs their crimes, put him to 
the rack, and ſoon extorted his confeſſion. 
He not only acknowledged his recent mur- 
ders, but alſo that he had deceived his neigh- 
bour, who had related it again to the Baron 
von Tiefenthal, and the Counteſs von 
M——, with a fabulous account of the 
means by which he bad acquired his fortune; 
and that theſe, truſting to his word, had 
taken a poor Savoyard for a Marquis, and 
that he had, for his own ſecurity, murdered 
the innocent creature. 


This confeſſion enabled the Counteſs to 
prove clearly to the Duke the innocence of 
the Marquis, and the miſtake of Emily; and 
this operated ſo powerfully on him, that his 
ardent deſite ot revenge was extinguiſhed, 
and ſuccecded by a deep ſorrow, The idea 
of the perſecuted lovers flying from one 
place to another, and being compaſſionated 


by 
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by ſtrangers, who had endeavoured to protect 
them from his anger, affected him very ſen- 
fbly. He wept bitterly ; and though the 
tears flowed principally ſor his daughter, they 
fell alſo for the Marquis, whom he would 
now willingly have accepted for his ſon-1n- 
law. He begged pardon of the Counteſs 
for his injurious expreſſions towards her, and 
thanked her ſincerely for the interment of 
his child. To-morrow,”” he ſaid, I vill 
viſit her ſad remains, and mourn over her 
coffin, which I will take with me; and if 
my old wife aſks me whether J do not bring 
back her daughter, I will give it to her. 


That moment will certainly be her laſt! 


but of what uſe are childleſs parents 1n the 
world? They are like an arid tree, which, 
if it is not thrown into the lire, only ſtands 
mouldering to decay.” 


The Counteſs endeavoured in vain to 
ſooth the old Duke; but the ſoothings of 


Emily, who was already dear to kim, and 


who 
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who became {till dearer, on being quite 
cleared from his ſuſpicions, were of much 
more effect. Be you, he cried out, 
tranſported, as ſhe feil weeping upon his 
neck, „be you my fecond Emily. Fate 
has not brought you to my arms in vain. 
[ feel that only your ſfocicty can conſole 
me.“ 1 


The Duke indeed ſpoke truly; for though 
he wept frequently, he always became calm 
when Emily wiped away his tears, and call- 
ed him father. As the Counteſs was very 
eager to learn how her daughter came into 
Italy, and met with him, he gave her the 
hiſtory of her adventure, and the then re- 
gretted t at ſhe had never made ſuch en- 
quiries after her, as might have led to the 
diſcovery of this circumſtance. But as ſhe 
was in her own mind fuily convinced that 
ſhe alſo was murdered, nothing elſe had in 
her defpair occurred to her, but to beg of 
the Juſticiary to ufe every poſſible means of 
making the banditti own where they had 

Coxcealed 
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concealed the body, that ſhe might at leaſt 
have the ſatisfaction of giving it honourable 
burial. But all the efforts of the Juſticiary 
to this effect were of courſe of no avail; and 
the Counteſs was denied her withed-for con- 
ſolation, of viſiting the grave of her child. 


In recounting over this ſeries of events, it 
did not eſcape the recollection of the 
Counte', that he was accountable to the 
Duke for the money and jewels which ſhe 
had received from the Marquis, as being the 
property of his daughter. That I acknow- 
led ge myſelf your debtor,” the taid, “and 
fully intend to 1epay what fell thus acct- 
dentally into my bands, will fufficiently 
appear, from a tetter which 1 wrote to you 
a month ago, mentioning chis buſineis, and 
the unhappy fate of the Dutcheſs. At that 
time, as I iuppcſcd, my child was dead, and 
every thing on earth was become indifferent 
to me, I offered to repay the value of this de- 
poſit immediately, by the fale of my eſtate : 
but now that I have her again, I wiſh to 
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leave her my eſtate, and hope, from your 
generoſity, to obtain time to refore, by pru- 
dent management, what ſaved me from 
ruin.“ 


The Duke aſſured the Counteſs, that he 


never ſhould defire, nor accept of any reſti- 
tution ; and as the Counteſs refuſed this, he 
turned to Emily, and conjured her to grant 
this firſt requeſt of her new father. Unable 
to withſtand his earneſt entreaties, the grate- 
fully accepted his munificent preſent, and 
put an end to this generous contention. 
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CHAP. XX. 


Arr the inhabitants of the caſtle now 


ſhared a general joy, excepting the old 


Duke; for the loſs of his child was too re- 


cent and too deeply felt, for him to take a 

part in it. As they were about to fit down 
to ſupper, the Countels aſked Emily, if ſhe 
thought no more of her Wolfgang. © It is 
not ha:.diome,” ſhe ſaid, © thus ſoon to have 
forgotten ſo tender a lover.“ 


Emily's cheeks were {uffuſed with a deep 
bluth at this queſtion. © Forgotten!“ ſhe 
anſwered; 1 ſhall never forget him! He 

| was 


THE MOUNTAIN cOTTAGER. 287 


was very dear to me before, and his death 
and his 1:42ccnce make his memory yet 
deter ne. I ſhouid jorget all my paſt 
misfo: tuaucs, i: he as but full alive!“ 


Counteſs, It is poſhvle that he may 
yetlive., I blicveu you dead, and yet now 
enj3y che delight of having you again in my 


preleace.” 


Emily. © But I was eye witneſs of his l 


$92 


death 


Counteſs. «Only of his wounding, dear 
Emily. How if he really yet lives? 


Emily. * Yet! yet! Oh = ml 
poſſible!“ 


Counteſs, © But if it' were?“ 


Emily. * Then, ah then! indeed I 
ſhould weep for joy !” | | 


Counteſs | 
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Counteſs, © That joy ſhall be your's ; 
he will ſup with us this evening, and if you 
will give him leave, fit by your fide.” 


Emily, © Ah, no! it is not—Oh you 
haraſs me to no purpole—it is not poſſi- 
ble!“ 


Counteſs. © Incredulous girl ! then look 
round, and be convinced to the contrary.” 


At this moment Wolfgang came into 
the room, ſimply, but very genteelly dreſſed, 
He had heard long before of Emily's ar- 
rival, and hurried to ſec her as ſhe came up 
ſtairs, and thus thought himſelf prepared 
for this interview; but all his reſolution 
vaniſhed as he approached to kiſs her hand, 
and congratulate her on her happy return. 
He trembled, he looked earneſtly at Emily; 
tears of joy ſtarted into his eyes, and he 
could only ſigh. 


Emily 
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Emily was in a ſimilar, or even more con- 
fuſed ſituation. This unexpected meeting 
with a man whom ſhe loved, and lamented 
as dead, was almoſt too much for her. She 
involuntarily gave him one hand, and catch - 
ing his with the other, ſunk ſobbing into his 
arms. 


The Counteſs witneſſed this mutual over- 
flow of tenderneſs with much emotion. 
« Signor Tartini,“ ſhe ſaid to Wolfgang, 
&« your are right; the bond of pure love is 


eternal!“ Yes indeed, eternal!“ he cried 


out, quite tranſported. —<* Eternal! eter- 
nal!“ ftammered Emily after him.—As ſhe 
recovered a little from her aſtoniſhment, ſhe 
began to aſk how it was poſſible that he yet 
lived ; that he who was ſo dreadfully 
wounded, now ſtood before her quite well? 


As the like queſtion will no doubt be 
aſked by my readers, I will relate his hiſtory, 
in the moſt conciſe manner poſſible, to them 

O | and 
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and the enquiring Emily at the ſame 
time. 

Wolfgang had indeed received two ſtabs 
with a dagger from the wicked Jacob; but 
one of them had only bent a rib, and the 
Other, from his giving a ſudden turn, had 
only cut the fleſh without injuring any vital 
part; but overcome by pain and terror, he 
fell apparently lifeleſs to the ground. Jacob, 
in general unerring in his blow, - believing 
him dead, eſcaped with his colleague ; and 
Emily went to fetch the old woman. 


Wolfgang revived ſhortly after, and his 
imagination picturing to him theſe mur- 
derers, as in league with the ſorcerers, he 
exerted all his ſtrength, and fled. Not- 
withſtanding he endeavoured to tie up his 
wounds, they bled very much, and at the 
end of the wood he ſunk down quite ex- 
| hauſted. There he was found by a ſhep- 
herd, who took him to his cottage, and 
N tended 


4 
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tended him carefully. As perſons of tbis 
deſcription have commonly ſome practical 
knowledge in phyſic, he applicd the juice of 
certain herbs to his wounds, and nature 
operating yet more powerfully than the me- 
dicine, in four wecks he was able to leave 
lis ſtraw bed. 


About this time his benefactor, who lived 
in a ſolitary place, heard from a huntſman 
who paſſed by his flock, the hiſtory of the 
banditti, with all the particulars before re- 
lated. The circumſtance of this diſcovery 
being made, by means of ſome wounded 
men belonging to this troop, excited ſuſ- 
picions in the mind of the ſhepherd. Per— 
haps he thought my gueſt is one of theſe 
wretches; and the certainty of his being an 


Italian confirming this conjecture, in order 


to purify himiclf from all imputation of 
guilt for having harboured him, he left the 
flock to his ſon's care, and went to the 
Juſticiary of the Counteſs, to whom he re- 
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vealed what he. ſuſpected. He, very natu- 
rally from this account, immediately arreſted 
Wolfgang, and threw him into priſon, 


His examination, by leading to the know- 
ledge of who he was, entirely exculpated 
him from theſe ſuſpicions, and gave the 
Counteſs the ſatisfaction of finding that her 
Savoyard yet lived. FHe was directly re- 
leaſed from confinement, and as his wounds 
had grown worſe in priſon, ſhe took him 
into her houſe to be taken care of till he 
was perfectly recovered. She was, by 
Jacob's confeſſion, apprized of her error of 
his being a rich Marquis, and having the 
knowledge of concealed treaſures; but as 
her heart was peculiarly open to compaſſion 
by the loſs of her child, and as he had ſuffered 
ſo much from her miſtake about him, and 
had become dear to her daughter, inclina- 
tion, as well as juſtice, led her to pay him 
this attention. 


The 
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The Counteſs often viſited Wolfgang 


during this time; and beſides her diſcovering 


many good qualities in him, he gained on 
her affections by the cordial ſhare he took 
in her affliction for the loſt Emily, whom he 
lamented with ſo much unfeigned tender- 
neſs, that ſhe wept in return with him, and 
was oſten obliged, in the midſt of her own 
ſorrow, to give him conſolation. 


As ſoon as Wolfgang's health was re- 
eſtabliſhed, the Counteſs gave him the ap- 
pellation of her Secretary, clothed him pro- 
perly, and let him eat at her table. He 


felt theſe beneficences deeply, ſtudied with 


great diligence, and was not aſhamed at the 
age he then was, to learn to write, 1n order 
to become worthy of the title which his 
benefactreſs had at firſt beſtowed on him ſo 
undeſervedly. His continued application, 
his fincere gratitude, and his unceaſing re- 
gret for Emily, ſo won the heart of the 
Counte(s, that ſhe ſoon loved him as her 


5 ſon. 
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ſon. It was in ſhort with her as with the 
old Duke, that ſhe felt a chaſm in her heart, 
and wiſhed to fill it up ; thus ſhe hoped that 
Wolfgang would leſſen, if not ſupply, the 
loſs of Emily to her, when Emily herſelf ap- 
peared. 


I will not be prolix on the concluſion to 
which my hiſtory now tends, as I hope my 
readers gueſs it already. 


At the end of three months, Woltgang 
and Emily were, with the conſent of the 
noble mother, man and wife, If any of my 
readers wonder that a lady of rank could ſo 
readily marry her only child to a poor young 
Savoyard peaſant, I muſt courteouſly en- 
treat them to remember, that ſhe was an 
illegitimate child, and having no pedigree of 
high deſcent, could never expect that a 
LEGITIMATE NOBLE would marry her. 


The old Duke, who became daily more 
attached to theſe young people, was preſent 
at 
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at their nuptials. His firſt intention had 


been, to leave the caſtle immediately after 


the full conviction of his misfortune, with 


the body of his dead child ; but before he 
could ſet out, he received advice by a 
courier of the death of his wife, who was 
unable to ſupport the certain loſs of her 


daughter, which ſhe had learned from the 


Counteſs's letter, ſoon after his departure. 
He now therefore ſtood more in need of con- 
ſolation, and was eaſily prevailed on to ſtay 
and receive it from Emily, who made it her 


{ſtudy to ſoften his affliction. 


By the advice of the Duke, the Counteſs 
von M {oon ſold her eſtate, and went 
with him and her children into Italy. He 
there endowed our young Savoyard with 
conſiderable poſſeſhons, and by his influence 
got him raiſed to nobility ; and the family 
of Wolfgang {till flouriſhes there in great 
affluence and reſpectability. 


The 
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| The Duke married the Counteſs von 
M , and lived with her and his adopted 
children, during the remainder of his life, 


in perfect r. 


FINIS. 


